
 

1 

 

06.01.2023 | Friday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
165k schools apply for PM-SHRI upgrade 

• A total of 165,382 

schools spread across 

29 states and Union 

territories have so far 

applied with the 

ministry of education 

for an upgrade under 

the Pradhan Mantri 

Schools For Rising 

India (PM-SHRI) 

scheme. 

• The Union Cabinet 

had approved the 

₹27,360-crore scheme 

for upgrade of 14,500 

schools across the 

country over the next 

five years. The 

scheme is expected to 

benefit 1.8 million 

students, and ensure 

schools serve as model institutes and encapsulate the spirit of the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020. 

The PM-SHRI status: 

• In the first stage, states and UTs have to sign MoUs agreeing to implement NEP in 

entirety, with the Centre laying down the commitments for supporting these schools.  

• In the second stage, eligible schools would be identified based on a prescribed 

minimum benchmark through the ministry’s Unified District Information System for 

Education Plus data. 
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• Only select schools will be able to compete for the PM-SHRI status and will be eligible 

to register themselves for the tag. 

The PM-SHRI schools will have a modern, transformational and holistic method of 

imparting education. These schools will be equipped with modern infrastructure 

including labs, smart classrooms, libraries, sports equipment, art room etc. which is 

inclusive and accessible. 

 

‘Asian elephant has lost most of its optimal habitat in the Nilgiri 

Reserve’ 

• The Western Ghats (WG) is an 

escarpment running north–south along 

the western coastline of India, 

interrupted towards the south by the low-

lying Palghat Gap that separates the 

northern from the southern elephant 

populations. This gap has been 

transformed by agriculture for several 

centuries, is 3 km at its narrowest, and 40 

km at its widest.  

• The northern part of the WG includes the 

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve [NBR] and its 

surrounding PAs [protected areas], 

which contain the largest remaining 

population of wild elephants, ca. 6000 

animals. 

Reduced range for Jumbo: 

• A paper, ‘Fencing Can Alter Gene Flow 

of Asian Elephant Populations within 

Protected Areas,’ says that the Palghat 

Gap is a break in the Ghats that is 

“relatively flat and consequently easily 

negotiable by elephants”. However, human settlements and crop cultivation have 

hindered the movement of the elephants, keeping them confined to the hilly areas, 

considered suboptimal habitats. 
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• In these suboptimal habitats, their chances of survival are lower due to dangerous 

terrain for animals of this size. Study shows that when barriers are erected, particularly 

in areas with slopes, their movement is blocked and gene flow reduced. This could 

ultimately lead to increasing the extinction risk of this endangered species.  

• If movement is restricted and gene flow reduced, there is more in-breeding, and low 

genetic diversity, pushing up chances of disease, and lowering fertility rates. 

• Another paper observed that the Conservation found moderate levels of genetic 

differentiation between the northern and southern populations, indicating limited gene 

flow between the two regions. 

Mountainous habitats 

• Over thousands of years, elephants roamed freely across South-East Asia, all the way 

to China, but “anthropogenic pressures” have restricted them to mountain chains, says 

the paper. Ironically, most elephant reserves in India are found in mountainous 

habitats. 

• Enclosing protected areas without ensuring connectivity through maintaining 

corridors for elephants to pass through severs gene flow between populations. 

 

UGC unveils draft norms to allow foreign universities to set up 

campuses in India 

The new National 

Education Policy [NEP], 

2020 has envisioned that top 

universities in the world will 

be facilitated to operate in 

India.  

• The University Grants 

Commission (UGC) has 

announced draft norms 

for facilitating foreign 

universities and 

educational institutions to 

set up campuses in India 

which allow them autonomy in determining fees, as well as a 90-day approval process. 
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The final norms will be notified by the end of the month after feedback from all 

stakeholders. 

• A foreign university with a rank among the top 500 global rankings or a foreign 

educational institution of repute in home jurisdiction can apply to the UGC to set up a 

campus in India. 

• The application will be considered by a standing committee appointed by the UGC 

which will submit its recommendations within 45 days after examining the 

institution’s credibility, programmes offered, their potential to strengthen educational 

opportunities in India, proposed academic infrastructure. 

• Subsequently, within 45 days, the UGC may grant in-principle approval to the foreign 

institution to set up campuses in India within two years. The initial approval will be 

for 10 years, which can be extended. 

‘Reasonable fees’ 

• Such a campus can evolve its own admission process and criteria to admit domestic 

and foreign students. It will also have autonomy to decide its fee structure, and will 

face no caps that are imposed on Indian institutions. The fee should be “reasonable 

and transparent”. 

• It will also have autonomy to recruit faculty and staff from India and abroad. The 

courses to be offered cannot be in online and open and distance learning mode. 

• The qualifications awarded to the students on the Indian campus should have 

equivalence with those awarded by the institutions in their country of origin. 

 

‘Russia shipping more Arctic crude to India’ 

• Russia is sending more crude oil produced in the Arctic to China and India, and at 

steeper discounts, after Europe slammed its doors shut on Russian supplies last month, 

trade sources and data show. 

• Sellers are selling the Russian crudes at bigger discounts as they absorb higher 

shipping costs. All these Arctic crudes usually go to the EU but now they have to go 

elsewhere. 
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Freezing of boundaries may push back Census 

• The latest Census exercise, which was to begin in 2021, may not commence till at least 

September 2023 since the Union government has extended the date for states and 

Union territories to finalise their administrative boundaries by June this year. 

• During a Census operation — which includes listing of houses and the enumeration of 

the population, the states and Union territories are not supposed to change the 

boundaries of districts, towns, villages and tehsils.  

• RGI’s letter to states/UTs means the freezing of boundaries of administrative 

jurisdictions will take place on June 30. 

 

2022 recorded as UK’s hottest year: Met 

• The UK’s average temperature exceeded 10°C last year for the first time since records 

began - a once-in-500 

years event without 

man-made climate 

crisis. 

• The Met Office 

confirmed that 2022 

was the country’s 

hottest year on record 

with an average 

temperature of 

10.03°C. The 

previous record was 

9.88°C set in 2014. 

• Since records began 

in 1884, the 10 warmest years have occurred from 2003, the meteorological service 

said, confirming trends reported elsewhere in Europe this winter. 

• Britain is not alone. France’s average temperature was above 14°C in 2022, making it 

the hottest year since weather readings began in 1900. Switzerland’s meteorological 

service said the alpine nation’s annual average temperature of 7.4°C was “by far the 

highest value since measurements began in 1864. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The new National Education Policy [NEP], 2020 has 

envisioned that top universities in the world will be facilitated to 

operate in India. Critically discuss its implications. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following are part of India’s updated Intended 

Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) goals declared at the 

Sharm el-Sheikh Climate Change Conference (COP 27)? 

1. The first target is to reduce the emissions intensity of the 

country’s GDP by 55% by 2030 (compared to 2005 emission 

levels).  

2. The second target is to achieve about 50% cumulative 

installed electric power capacity from non-fossil fuel sources 

(excluding nuclear) by 2030. 

3. Another target is an additional carbon sink of 2.5–3 billion 

metric tons of CO2 equivalent through additional forest and 

tree cover by 2030. 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


