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Current Affairs of the Day 
Centre clears ₹19,744 cr. Green Hydrogen Mission 

 

• The Union Cabinet approved the National Green Hydrogen Mission with an initial 

outlay of ₹19,744 crore, in a move aimed at making the country a global hub to 

produce, utilise and export green hydrogen and its derivatives. 

• The government expects that the initiative will help abate nearly 50 million tonnes 

(MT) of annual greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and cumulatively reduce fossil fuel 

imports estimated at over ₹1 lakh crore. 

• The mission would be instrumental in making India energy-independent and 

decarbonising major sectors of the economy. 

• The initial outlay includes ₹17,490 crore for the Strategic Interventions for Green 

Hydrogen Transition Programme (SIGHT); ₹1,466 crore for pilot projects; ₹400 crore 

for research and development; and ₹388 crore for other mission components. 
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Clean fuel: 

Hydrogen is sought after as a 

fuel because its combustion 

releases only steam. The 

Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy is to 

formulate the scheme 

guidelines for 

implementation of the 

respective components. 

Offers incentives 

• The government has 

already announced some 

incentives with a view to 

cutting the cost of 

hydrogen by half by 

2030.  

• They include priority 

power supply for manufacturers, concessions and short-term waivers for distributors 

and transmission costs, respectively; and the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

is expected to operate a single-window clearance system for proposals. 

 

Supreme Court expands Article 19 ambit: Not just state, even pvt 

citizens can face challenge 

• By ruling that a citizen can seek enforcement of the fundamental rights to freedom of 

speech not just against the state, the Supreme Court has effectively extended the 

ground for seeking these rights against other citizens. 

• A fundamental right under Article 19/21 can be enforced even against persons other 

than the State or its instrumentalities, said the 4-1 majority ruling by the Constitution 

Bench in Kaushal Kishor versus State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors. 

• Some fundamental rights such as those prohibiting untouchability, trafficking and 

bonded labour are explicitly against both the state and other individuals. 
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• The court took this view while ruling that the right of free speech and expression 

guaranteed under the Article 19(1)(a) cannot be curbed by any additional grounds 

other than those already laid down in Article 19(2). 

A “horizontal approach” to fundamental rights: 

• The SC noted a shift in US law from a “purely vertical approach” to a “horizontal 

approach.” Same is happening in India. 

• A vertical application of rights would mean it can be enforced only against the state 

while a horizontal approach would mean it is enforceable against other citizens. 

• For example, a horizontal application of the right to life would enable a citizen to bring 

a case against a private entity for causing pollution, which would be a violation of the 

right to a clean environment. 

 

Silent Valley bird species’ number goes up to 175 

A bird survey conducted at the Silent 

Valley National Park in Kerala in 

December 2022 identified 141 species, of 

which 17 were new. So far, 175 species of 

birds have been spotted in Silent Valley. 

The survey was held in association with 

the Kerala Natural History Society. 

New species 

• Brown wood owl, Banded bay cuckoo, 

Malabar woodshrike, White-throated 

kingfisher, Indian nightjar, Jungle 

nightjar, and Large cuckooshrike were 

among the 17 species newly identified 

in the Silent Valley. 

• Birds such as Crimson-backed 

sunbird, Yellow-browed bulbul, Black 

bulbul, Indian white-eye and Indian 

swiftlet were found in abundance in 

Silent Valley.  
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Budget to pitch coarse grains as a means of sustainable 

cultivation 

• Union Budget 2023-24 may focus on coarse grains or millets as means of sustainable 

cultivation that can raise income of small farmers in arid regions besides providing 

food and nutritional security globally. 

• A roadmap to promote millets is expected in the Budget as Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi wants India, the world’s largest producer of coarse grains, to take the lead in 

making “the superfood” a mass movement. 

• The demand for coarse grains is rising globally due to their health benefits and this 

opportunity could be tapped by Indian farmers and start-ups as highlighted by the 

Prime Minister in August 2022. 

• India, along with the world, is celebrating the International Year of Millets, 2023, 

which has been declared by the UN based on a proposal moved by India and endorsed 

by 70 nations. 

• In fact, proportion of coarse grains under National Food Security Act (NFSA) may go 

up as many states have specifically asked for millets – for example Kerala sought a 

supply of about 1,000 tonnes of ragi. 

• The Union Budget may nudge various central and state ministries and departments to 

promote millets. 

Millets are Superfoods: 

• For our small farmers, millets are especially beneficial. Millet hay is also considered 

the best fodder. Nowadays, the young generation is much focused on Healthy Living 

and Eating. Even if you look at it this way, millets contain plenty of protein, fibre, and 

minerals. Many people even call it a superfood. 

• Millets have many benefits, not just one. Along with reducing obesity, they also reduce 

the risk of diabetes, hypertension and heart related diseases. Along with that, they are 

also helpful in preventing stomach and liver ailment. Millets are also very beneficial 

in fighting malnutrition, since they are packed with energy and protein. 

• Millets are covered under the minimum support price (MSP) mechanism and part of 

the public distribution system (PDS). There are over 250 start-ups working on millets 

and they are supported by the central government. 
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Rising animal deaths on tracks, the CAG raises concern 

• 63,345 The number of animals, including four Asiatic lions and 73 elephants that died 

on railway tracks from 2017-18 to 2020-21, the Comptroller and Auditor General of 

India (CAG) cited.  

• The CAG raised concerns in its report ‘Performance Audit on Derailment in Indian 

Railways’. 

• The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) noted that the railways should ensure 

that “joint advisories” issued by the Ministry of Environment & Forest and the 

Ministry of Railways be followed scrupulously to prevent animal deaths, which in turn 

will also help in preventing derailments on this account. 

• The advisories include clearance of vegetation on sides of railway tack, under 

passes/overpasses across railway track to allow elephants to escape, signage boards to 

pre-warn train drivers, sensitising programmes for train drivers, guards and station 

masters, engagement of elephant trackers, and to keep railway track free from food 

waste that attract elephants. 

 

India set to sign deals to secure fertiliser imports 

• India is on the verge of signing long-term deals with several countries including 

Morocco to secure fertilizer imports, critical for food security amid increasing 

geopolitical uncertainties. 

• The government is trying to fix a deal with Morocco for supply of critical raw 

materials at steady prices. 

• Indian fertiliser and chemical companies have also accelerated investments in several 

mineral rich North African nations so as to hedge against price spirals and volatility. 

• A visit by the Union minister to seal a deal with Egypt is also on the cards and more 

agreements are expected with Senegal, Israel, Oman, Canada, Saudi Arabia and 

Jordan. 

Effect of war: 

• India relies on imports to meet a third of its annual domestic demand of crop nutrients, 

which it gives at a discount to farmers. In 2022, prices rocketed before falling amid 

the Ukraine war and due to the knock-on effects of the pandemic. The country’s annual 

fertiliser subsidy is set to touch a record ₹2.15 lakh crore during 2022-23. 
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• India will sign long-term pacts with Morocco and Egypt for the supply of rock 

phosphate, a raw material for making diammonium phosphate and nitrogen-

phosphorus-potassium. 

• India is moving towards self-sufficiency in urea while the country is preparing to 

diversify away from countries such as China and Russia to source non-urea DAP 

fertilisers, whose supplies have dwindled. 

 

India lags in automation of industry despite possessing tech 

prowess: robotics industry 

• India and China’s exposure to industrial automation looks immensely different though 

both share a comparable story as far as consumption is concerned. 

• For instance, when China claimed to have a density of 187 robots per 10,000 

employees, India only had four robots for an equal number of employees, indicating 

the latter was clearly lagging in terms of industrial automation despite technology 

prowess. 

• India’s industrial robotic market stood at 3,200 units in 2020 and expected to reach 

28,000 units by the year 2030. 

 

Last December India’s warmest in 122 years: IMD 

• India recorded its warmest December in 122 years in 2022, the India Meteorological 

Department said. 

• The average maximum, minimum and mean temperatures for the country as a whole 

during December 2022 were 27.32°C, 15.65°C and 21.49°C respectively, against the 

normal of 26.53°C, 14.44°C and 20.49°C.  

• Climate experts and meteorologists said such records are to be expected in the context 

of climate crisis. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss draft regulation norms under the Information 

Technology (Intermediary Liability and Digital Media Ethics Code) 

Rules, 2021 for online gaming industry released recently. 
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MCQs 
Q1. Chinese traveller Xuanzang or Hieun Tsang is said to have 

visited the city around 641 AD, referring to it as ‘Anandpur’ in his 

writings, which also record how more than 1,000 monks of the 

Sammitiya School or Little Vehicle lived in 10 monasteries, 

suggesting it was an important centre of Buddhist learning. The city 

mentioned is 

a. Vadnagar 

b. Ahmedabad 

c. Sri Nagar 

d. Sarnath 

 


