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Current Affairs of the Day 
Bengal village basks in the lustre of metal 

• Lalbazar, on the boundary with Jharkhand, is 

becoming a hub for dokra metalcraft, thanks to 

an artist from Kolkata who made this once 

nondescript village his second home four 

years ago 

• Dokra is an ancient tradition; its documented 

history is about 5,000 years old. Making dokra 

art is a difficult process. Each figurine takes 

about a month to make. There are many 

processes involved, for which seven or eight 

varieties of clay are required, apart from other 

raw material.  

• Dhokra is non–ferrous metal casting using the 

lost-wax casting technique. This sort of metal 

casting has been used in India for over 4,000 

years and is still used. One of the earliest 

known lost wax artefacts is the dancing girl of Mohenjo-daro. 

• Dhokra Damar tribes are the main traditional metalsmiths of West Bengal and Odisha. 

Their technique of lost wax casting is named after their tribe, hence Dhokra metal 

casting. The tribe extends from Jharkhand to West Bengal and Odisha; members are 

distant cousins of the Chhattisgarh Dhokras.  

• A few hundred years ago, the Dhokras of Central and Eastern India traveled south as 

far as Kerala and north as far as Rajasthan and hence are now found all over India. 

Dhokra, or Dokra, craft from Dwariapur, West Bengal, is popular. Recently Adilabad 

Dokra from Telangana got Geographical Indicator tag in 2018. 

• The product of dhokra artisans are in great demand in domestic and foreign markets 

because of primitive simplicity, enchanting folk motifs and forceful form. Dhokra 

horses, elephants, peacocks, owls, religious images, measuringbowls, and lamp 

caskets etc., are highly appreciated. 
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Kashmiris celebrate with pherans to beat freezing 40 days of 

Chillai Kalan 

• In a first, the beginning of the 40-day 

harshest spell of winter, locally called 

Chillai Kalan, was celebrated as Pheran 

day in the Kashmir Valley, to 

popularise the loose-and-long woollen 

gown worn to fight the biting cold as 

the minimum temperature hovers 

below zero degrees Celsius here. 

• Worn for centuries in the Kashmir Valley, the garment easily accommodates a kangri, 

a firepot used to keep the body warm. 

• A cold wave gripped the valley on the first day of Chillai Kalan. According to the 

India Meteorological Department, the minimum temperature in Srinagar was minus-

4.2 degrees Celsius. 

 

The INS Mormugao and its capabilities 

• INS Mormugao has officially joined the Indian Navy’s fleet, marking a significant 

milestone for indigenous military expedition. The warship ‘Yard 12705’, named after 

the Goan port city of Mormugao, is the second of the four Visakhapatnam-class 

destroyers being built under Project 15B. 

• INS Mormugao’s firepower comprises BrahMos surface-to-surface missiles (SSM), 

Barak-8 surface-to-air (SAM) missiles and a 76mm super rapid gun mount. The ship 

is armed with RBU-6000 anti-submarine rocket launchers and 533mm torpedo 

launchers. It is also equipped to carry and operate multi-role helicopters. 

• The addition of a technologically advanced stealth warship to the naval inventory 

provides a strategic advantage to India and adds to the combat capabilities of the armed 

forces. 

Project 15B: 

• Project 15 was launched in the 1990s to add guided missile destroyers to the inventory 

of the Indian Navy. The project was named ‘Delhi class’. It was followed by Project 
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15A or Kolkata class which primarily focused on advanced technology and equipment 

in surface ships.  

• Project 15B or the Visakhapatnam class is a follow-on class of weapon-intensive 

Project 15A destroyers. The project was launched in January 2011 to incorporate 

advanced design concepts such as state-of-the-art weapons and sensors, advanced 

stealth features and a high degree of automation for “improved survivability, sea 

keeping, stealth and manoeuvrability”.  

• The lead ship of Project 15B, INS Visakhapatnam, was the first of the class to be 

commissioned. Besides INS Mormugao, the other two destroyers are expected to be 

commissioned between 2023 and 2025. 

 

China accused of fresh territorial occupation in South China Sea 

• This satellite image shows a land 

formation (centre) at Eldad Reef in 

the Spratly Islands, in the disputed 

South China Sea.  

• Similar activities have also taken 

place at Lankiam Cay, known as 

Panata Island in the Philippines. 

• Other images showed changes at both Whitsun Reef and Sandy Cay, where previously 

submerged features now sit permanently above the high-tide line. 
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What are millets, the grains on PM Narendra Modi’s lunch 

menu? 

• 2023 has been 

declared as the 

“International Year 

of Millets” by the 

United Nations, after 

a proposal from 

India in 2019.  

• On December 20, to 

raise awareness on 

millets and prepare 

for 2023, Prime 

Minister Narendra 

Modi, along with 

fellow 

parliamentarians 

across party lines, 

enjoyed a sumptuous 

lunch where millets 

were front and 

centre. 

What are millets, 

India’s indigenous 

foodgrains? 

• The term millet is 

used to describe small-grained cereals like sorghum (jowar), pearl millet (bajra), 

foxtail millet (kangni/ Italian millet), little millet (kutki), kodo millet, finger millet 

(ragi/ mandua), proso millet (cheena/ common millet), barnyard millet (sawa/ sanwa/ 

jhangora), and brown top millet (korale). 

• Millets were among the first crops to be domesticated. There is evidence for 

consumption of millets in the Indus-Sarasvati civilisation (3,300 to 1300 BCE). 

Several varieties that are now grown around the world were first cultivated in India. 

West Africa, China, and Japan are also home to indigenous varieties of the crop. 
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• Globally, sorghum 

(jowar) is the biggest 

millet crop. The 

major producers of 

jowar are the United 

States, China, 

Australia, India, 

Argentina, Nigeria, 

and Sudan. Bajra is 

another major millet 

crop; India and some 

African countries are 

major producers. 

• In India, millets are 

mainly a kharif crop. 

During 2018-19, 

three millet crops — bajra (3.67%), jowar (2.13%), and ragi (0.48%) — accounted for 

about 7 per cent of the gross cropped area in the country, Agriculture Ministry data 

show. 

Where are millets produced (and consumed)? 

1. Jowar is mainly grown in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, and Madhya Pradesh.  

2. Bajra is mainly grown in Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Gujarat, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka.  

3. The consumption of millets was reported mainly from these states: Gujarat (jowar 

and bajra), Karnataka (jowar and ragi), Maharashtra (jowar and bajra), Rajasthan 

(bajra), and Uttarakhand (ragi). 

Why are millets “good”? 

• Millets are eco-friendly crops – they require much less water than rice and wheat, and 

can be grown in rainfed areas without additional irrigation.   

• According to a 2019 study, “wheat and rice have the lowest green water footprints but 

the highest blue water footprints, while millets were exactly opposite.” Green water 

footprint refers to water from precipitation whereas blue water refers to water from 

land sources. Thus, millets require the least amount of irrigation to be grown. 
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• They are also highly nutritious. In 2018, the Agriculture Ministry declared certain 

varieties of millets as “Nutri Cereals” for the purposes of production, consumption, 

and trade. These include Jowar, bajra, ragi/ mandua, the minor millets — kangani/ 

kakun, cheena, kodo, sawa/ sanwa/ jhangora, and kutki — and the two pseudo millets, 

buckwheat (kuttu) and amaranth (chaulai). 

 

National Mathematics Day 

 

December 22 is Srinivasan Ramanujan’s birthday and is celebrated as National 

Mathematics Day. Readers may be familiar with the tremendous odds he overcame — 

crushing financial hardship, almost no college education, a long and inhospitable stay in 

England — to become one of the greatest mathematicians the world has ever seen. A 

compelling reason to celebrate this day is Ramanujan’s uncanny vision.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss problems in constitution and functioning of 

Election Commission of India.  

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. Almost 89% of the groundwater extracted is used for 

irrigation and the rest for domestic and industrial use (9% 

and 2%) 

2. The annual groundwater withdrawal is considered to be safe 

when the extraction rate is limited to below 70% of the 

annual replenishable recharge 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


