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Current Affairs of the Day 
 ‘India may be first to hold satellite spectrum auction’ 

 

• India will be the first country to auction spectrum for satellite communication 

(SatCom), and it should be designed to attract investments in the sector. 

• The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) would soon make 

recommendations to make permissions required for satellite communication from 

various Ministries — Information and Broadcasting, Space and Telecom — seamless 

to enhance ease of doing business in the sector.  

• He also said TRAI had received a reference from the Department of 

Telecommunication for the spectrum required to be put to auction and associated 

aspects of satellite-based communication. India will be the first to handle the issue of 

auctioning the space base spectrum.  

• TRAI is yet to come up with a consultation paper on the spectrum auction as per the 

standard process meant for satellite communication. 
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What protecting the slender loris could mean for forest 

communities in Tamil Nadu 

• With the recent notification of a slender loris 

sanctuary near Panchanthangi in Dindigul 

district, Tamil Nadu, there are questions over 

what the restrictions of this now-declared 

Protected Area mean for local livelihoods. 

• Slender loris populations have been declining 

in this region for years owing to accidental 

poisoning from chemical-based agriculture, 

deforestation, poaching and droughts. 

• However, local conservation and awareness 

efforts are improving habitats and changing 

perspectives towards the mammal. 

• For local people whose livelihoods depend 

heavily on livestock, it remains to be seen if 

grazing will be allowed to continue within the 

reserve. 

 

Banks wrote off NPAs in excess of ₹10 lakh cr. in last 5 years: FM 

• Banks have written off bad loans worth ₹10,09,511 crore in the last five fiscal years, 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman told Parliament. 

• The non-performing assets (NPAs), including those for which full provisioning has 

been made on completion of four years, are removed from the balance sheet of the 

bank concerned. 

• Banks write off NPAs as part of their regular exercise to clean up their balance sheet, 

avail tax benefit and optimise capital, in accordance with RBI guidelines and policy 

approved by their boards.  

• As per inputs received from RBI, Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) wrote off an 

amount of ₹10,09,511 crore during the last five financial years. As borrowers continue 

to be liable for repayment, write-off does not benefit the borrower. 
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Wastelands or grasslands? India’s history with defining open 

ecosystems 

• Nearly 70% of the areas which are open natural ecosystems overlap with those which 

the government calls wastelands. 

• Grasslands, part of open natural ecosystems, sequester 146 tonnes of carbon per 

hectare per year and support 500 million livestock and over 20 nomadic tribes in India. 

• Land-use change such as intensive agriculture, afforestation drives and renewable 

energy projects threaten open natural ecosystems. 

What’s in a name: Open natural ecosystems or wastelands? 

• Across the world, open natural ecosystems (also called ONEs) include cold and hot 

deserts, rock outcrops, boulder and rubble fields, wetlands and marshes, and diverse 

grasslands and savanna ecosystems.  

• By some estimates, they occupy about two-thirds of land on Earth. 

Are wastelands truly ‘waste’ lands? 

• In the Wasteland Atlas of India, the foreword notes that the raison d’etre of that 

document is to enable “devising strategies to bring back such wastelands into the 

productive folds once again.” So as per the government, wastelands are unproductive. 

• Wastelands, unlike forests, are not a natural category of land. They are constructed 

socially and historically. 

• The wasteland definition is still in use by governments of independent India. As per 

the latest Atlas, over 557,66.51 sq. km. of India’s land is “waste.”  

• The Indian government hopes to make these lands productive by enhancing and 

developing them for soil conservation measures, groundwater recharge, tube well 

irrigation, solar and wind energy projects, and commercial plantations of crops like oil 

palm. 

• With India being mostly semi-arid, we fail to recognise that we have large areas – 

almost on par with the forests – that are open natural ecosystems. 

• These “wastelands” are, in fact, home to quintessentially Indian species like the 

blackbuck, the lesser florican, toad-headed lizards, and many more, he said. They are 

also a source of culture, identity and livelihood for billions of Indian people, primarily 

agro-pastoralist communities. 
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How have the grasslands been affected? 

• India’s savannah grasslands have existed since as long as 50 million years ago. 

• But between 1880 and 2010, 20 million hectares of grassland and shrubland and 26 

million hectares of forests were lost, particularly following the Green Revolution. 

Grasslands reduced from 18 million hectares to 12.3 million hectares between 2005 

and 2015 alone. 

• However, while the loss of forest cover has always attracted popular imagination and 

the legislature’s attention, the loss of savannahs has gone unnoticed. 

 

Breakthrough in fusion technology 

 

• U.S. researchers announced a historic nuclear fusion breakthrough that could pave the 

way for alternative clean energy sources. 

• The Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) said an experiment it 

conducted this month “produced more energy from fusion than the laser energy used 

to drive it.” 
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• The U.S. Department of Energy described the achievement of fusion ignition as a 

“major scientific breakthrough” that will lead to “advancements in national defence 

and the future of clean power.” LLNL director described it as “is one of the most 

significant scientific challenges ever tackled by humanity.” 

 

Only one-fourth of sanctioned solar projects have taken off, says 

Minister 

• The Union government has so far sanctioned solar projects with a capacity of nearly 

39,000 MW but only a fourth have actually been commissioned so far, reveal figures 

presented by the government in the Rajya Sabha. 

• Under the ‘Scheme for Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power 

Projects’, a total of 57 solar parks of aggregate capacity of 39,285 MW were 

sanctioned until November-end. However, only solar power projects of 10,027 MW 

have been commissioned in these parks. 

• Some solar parks had been cancelled due to their “slow progress”. The key challenges 

in this scheme included hurdles in acquisition of land with clear title; a “mismatch” in 

the time taken to set up a project and the infrastructure to route the power produced to 

the grid; “environmental issues” and the halt in economic activity due to COVID-19. 

• The reference to “environmental issues,”is linked to the “Great Indian Bustard (GIB) 

issue”. In recent years, the habitat of the GIB — a critically endangered species that 

number less than 200 in Rajasthan — has been encroached upon by solar power 

projects, particularly by transmission lines that endanger the bird. 

• The Supreme Court directed power companies to lay underground cables in solar parks 

in Rajasthan though few companies complied with the order. 

• India had committed to installing 1,75,000 MW of renewable energy by 2022 of which 

1,00,000 MW was to be solar power. As of October 2022, 61,000 MW of solar power 

was installed, according to numbers presented in Parliament. 
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Ministry evades direct reply on demand to include Ladakh under 

6th Schedule 

 

• Evading a direct reply on the possible inclusion of Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule 

of the Constitution, the Union Home Ministry has informed a Parliamentary panel that 

the main objective of the inclusion of tribal populations under the said Schedule is to 
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ensure their overall socio-economic development, which the Union Territory’s 

administration “has already been taking care of since its creation”. 

• On August 5, 2019, the erstwhile State of Jammu & Kashmir was bifurcated into the 

Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, the latter without a Legislative 

Assembly. 

• After its special status was removed, several political groups in Ladakh have been 

demanding that land, employment and cultural identity of Ladakh should be protected 

under the Sixth Schedule. 

• The Schedule protects tribal populations, providing autonomy to communities through 

the creation of Autonomous Development Councils, which can frame laws on land, 

public health and agriculture. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The ongoing 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, Montreal, is pushing for a 

30x30 Target to protect and conserve at least 30 per cent of land and 

ocean biodiversity by 2030 to avoid a crisis. Critically discuss 

implications of the move with particular reference to Indigenous 

groups.  

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. All industrial projects require environmental clearance by an 

expert committee formed by the Centre 

2. An Environmental impact assessment (EIA) is mandated 

under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


