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Current Affairs of the Day 
India urged to adopt ASEAN consensus on Myanmar 

• India and other countries should “respect” and follow the ASEAN’s policy on 

Myanmar rather than taking a “different” path, Indonesian Foreign Minister says. 

• In comments about India’s decision to engage the Myanmar military government that 

came to power in February 2021 after deposing the elected National Unity 

Government and jailing thousands of leaders, including Aung San Suu Kyi, Indonesia 

said that it could make efforts of the 10-member Association of South East Asian 

Nations towards democracy “less effective”. 

• Instead, she urged India and other countries to follow the ASEAN “five point 

consensus”. 

 

Rabi area rise boosts bumper crop hopes, but warm winter a 

concern 

• The total cultivated area under wheat, the main winter staple currently in short supply, 

jumped 25% compared to the corresponding period of last year, latest official data 

showed, boosting hopes of a bumper 2022-23 crop.  

• Acreages of most rabi or winter-sown crops stand higher than last year, the farm 

ministry’s data showed. 

• However, a warmer-than-average winter so far remains a concern for farmers because 

wheat needs consistently cold temperatures of at least 15-16 degrees Celsius during 

the initial stages, experts said. 

• The India Meteorological Department released its winter weather forecast last week, 

predicting normal to above-normal temperatures for northwest Indian states such as 

Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, which grow wheat. 

• A prolonged spell of heatwave in March this year, coinciding with the harvesting 

period, had crimped India’s wheat output by 3 million tonne, resulting in a shortfall 

after many years.  
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‘Clean Ganga’ changes course to conservation, tourism, 

livelihood 

• Marking a shift in emphasis, the Union government’s flagship Namami Gange 

programme, conceived to improve the sanitation levels in the Ganga, is now geared 

towards conservation, tourism and providing livelihoods. 

• The Tourism Ministry will now develop a “comprehensive plan” for developing 

tourism circuits along the Ganga in line with Arth Ganga, organic farming and cultural 

activities. 

• Proceedings of the meeting suggest that along with developing “tourism circuits”, the 

Ministry was planning exhibitions and fairs in 75 towns along the main stem of the 

river; the Agriculture Ministry was taking steps to build organic farming and natural 

farming corridors; the Urban Affairs Ministry was focused on mapping drains and 

solid waste management, and the Environment Ministry was scaling up afforestation 

and conservation efforts to protect the Gangetic river dolphin. 

• In States, the focus would be expeditiously completing projects and every Ganga 

district was expected to develop a scientific plan and health card for at least 10 

wetlands and adopt policies for reuse of treated water and other by-products. 
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The Namami Gange: 

• Since 2014, when the cleaning of the Ganga was launched as a marquee government 

programme, close to ₹30,000 crore had been sanctioned for various projects, including 

building and improving sewers and river rejuvenation activities. 

• Updated estimates from the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) suggest that 

of 408 projects sanctioned under the programme, 228 have been completed, 132 are 

“in progress”, and the rest in various stages of tendering. 
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What is end-to-end encryption and why are tech companies 

focusing on it? 

• Apple announced it will be increasing the number of data points protected by end-to-

end encryption on iCloud from 14 to 23 categories. The company claimed that with 

end-to-end encryption, user data will be protected even in case data is breached in the 

cloud.  

• Similarly, Elon Musk, in November, said that he wanted Twitter DMs to be encrypted. 

• However, government agencies are not happy with the development. It is deeply 

concerned with the threat that end-to-end encryption and user-only access pose. The 

agency insisted they hinder its ability to protect Americans from cyber-attacks, 

violence against children, and terrorism. 

What is end-to-end encryption? 

• End-to-end encryption is a communication process that encrypts data being shared 

between two devices. It prevents third parties like cloud service providers, internet 

service providers (ISPs) and cybercriminals from accessing data while it is being 

transferred.  

• The process of end-to-end encryption uses an algorithm that transforms standard text 

into an unreadable format. This format can only be unscrambled and read by those 

with the decryption keys, which are only stored on endpoints and not with any third 

parties including companies providing the service.  

• End-to-end encryption has long been used when transferring business documents, 

financial details, legal proceedings, and personal conversations. It can also be used to 

control users’ authorisation when accessing stored data, which seems to be what Apple 

intends to do. 

• End-to-end encryption is used to secure communications. Some of the popular instant-

messaging apps that use it are Signal, WhatsApp, iMessage, and Google messages.  

• However, instant messaging is not the only place where user data is protected using 

end-to-end encryption. It is also used to secure passwords, protect stored data and 

safeguard data on cloud storage. 
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Why are tech companies using it? 

• The focus on end-to-end encryption seems to stem from the company’s desire to 

position itself as a provider of secure data storage and transfer services.  

• End-to-end encryption is also seen as a technology that secures users’ data from 

snooping by government agencies, making it a sought-after feature by activists, 

journalists, and political opponents. 

• End-to-end encryption ensures that user data is protected from unwarranted parties 

including service providers, cloud storage providers, and companies that handle 

encrypted data. 

• Apple on its support page shared that end-to-end encrypted data can only be decrypted 

by trusted devices where users are signed with their Apple ID. No one else can access 

this data and it remains secure even in the case of a data breach in the cloud storage. 

• However, end-to-end encryption does not protect metadata, which includes 

information like when a file was created, the date when a message is sent and the 

endpoints between which data was shared. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What is end-to-end encryption? Discuss challenges created by 

it for law enforcement.  
 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following factors make the Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) relevant to India? 

1. The Bay of Bengal is central to the idea of Indo-pacific both 

in terms of security and economy 

2. Connects South Asia with Southeast Asia 

3. Crucial for India’s “Act East” and “Neighbourhood First” 

policies 

4. Alternative to nearly failed SAARC 

5. The resource-rich region needs connectivity to utilise its 

economic potential to the fullest 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 4 only 

b. 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

c. 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 


