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Current Affairs of the Day 
Three Himalayan medicinal plants enter IUCN Red List 

• Three medicinal plant species found in the Himalayas have made it to IUCN Red List 

of Threatened Species following a recent assessment. Meizotropis pellita has been 

assessed as ‘critically endangered’, Fritilloria cirrhosa as ‘vulnerable’, and 

Dactylorhiza hatagirea as ‘endangered’. 
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Meizotropis pellita: 

• Meizotropis pellita, commonly known as Patwa, is a perennial shrub with restricted 

distribution that is endemic to Uttarakhand. “The species is listed as ‘critically 

endangered’ based on its limited area of occupancy (less than 10 sq. km),” the study 

stated. The species is threatened by deforestation, habitat fragmentation and forest 

fires. 

• “The essential oil extracted from the leaves possesses strong antioxidants and can be 

a promising natural substitute for synthetic antioxidants in pharmaceutical industries,” 

it said. 

Fritillaria cirrhosa: 

• Fritillaria cirrhosa (Himalayan fritillary) is a perennial bulbous herb. “It is reasonable 

to conclude a decline of at least 30% of its population over the assessment period (22 

to 26 years). Considering the rate of decline, long generation length, poor germination 

potential, high trade value, extensive harvesting pressure and illegal trade, the species 

is listed as ‘vulnerable,’” it said. 

• In China, the species is used for the treatment of bronchial disorders and pneumonia. 

The plant is also a strong cough suppressant, the IUCN assessment said. 

Dactylorhiza hatagirea (Salampanja): 

• The third listed species, Dactylorhiza hatagirea (Salampanja), is threatened by habitat 

loss, livestock grazing, deforestation, and climate change.  

• It is extensively used in Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and other alternative systems of 

medicine to cure dysentery, gastritis, chronic fever, cough and stomach aches. 

 

UGC to announce new framework for UG courses 

• The University Grants Commission (UGC) is expected to announce a new credit and 

curriculum framework for undergraduate programmes which prescribes courses on 

“understanding India”, modern Indian languages and yoga. 

• Through the Curriculum and Credit Framework for the Undergraduate Programme 

(CCFUGP), the UGC aims to implement the recommendations in the National 

Education Policy (NEP), 2020 for making higher education multi-disciplinary. 
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Highlights: 

• It will replace the Choice Based Credit System that pre-dates the NEP. The framework 

is recommendatory and not compulsory in nature.  

• Under the course on modern Indian language (MIL) along with English language, 

students will be expected to “acquaint themselves with the cultural and intellectual 

heritage of the chosen MIL and English language.”  

• The value added courses common to all students will include subjects like 

understanding India, environmental science, digital and technological solutions, health 

and wellness, yoga education, sports, and fitness. 

• There will be separate skill enhancement courses aimed at imparting practical skills, 

hands-on training and soft skills in order to enhance the employability of 

students.Students will also receive credits for summer internships. 

• It will allow students multiple entries and and exits — completing the first year will 

fetch a student a certificate, two years will get them a diploma, after three years they 

will get a bachelor’s degree, and after four years a bachelor’s degree with honours. 

• Also, students who secure 75% of marks and above in the first six semesters and wish 

to undertake research at the undergraduate level can choose a research stream in their 

fourth year. 
 

Uproar as private bill on UCC tabled, cleared for debate 

• A controversial private member’s bill seeking a 

panel to draft and implement a uniform civil 

code (UCC) across India was introduced in the 

Rajya Sabha by a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 

lawmaker, sparking uproar from the Opposition 

which termed it a grave provocation. 

• The introduction of the bill by BJP member 

Kirori Lal Meena was backed by Union 

minister Piyush Goyal and opens the doors for 

debate in Parliament on the controversial 

subject that has been at the core of the BJP’s 

social agenda for decades. It remains to be seen 

if the bill gets the backing of the National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA) when it is up for passage. 
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• A private member’s bill is one that is moved by a parliamentarian other than a minister. 

Every Friday, lawmakers are allotted time to push their bills. While most of the private 

bills fail to get any traction, data shows only a handful of private member bills have 

become laws since 1952. The last such bill to pass the Upper House was a legislation 

to protect transgender rights in 2015. 

Demand for UCC: 

• The decades-old demand for UCC is tied to India’s complex system of personal laws 

that are often tied to community based rules and customs, especially for religious 

minorities.  

• A UCC, in theory, will implement homogenous rules for marriage, divorce, 

inheritance, financial compensation and adoption, among others, for all communities 

but activists and experts fear that this may obliterate the customs and traditions of 

particular communities and become a proxy to target their faiths. 

• The private member’s bill – Uniform Civil Code in India Bill, 2020 – seeks to create 

a National Inspection and Investigation Committee for the implementation of UCC. 

This proposed panel, the bill says, will be headed by a former Chief Justice of India 

and have members from the judiciary, the Union home and law ministers, and 

nominated members and bureaucrats.  

• The bill cited Article 44 of the Constitution that says, ”The State shall endeavour to 

secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India.”  

• It also pointed out “The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act seems 

to be a step towards UCC since the Act permits the people of Muslim community to 

adopt children whereas Muslims are not permitted or allowed to adopt children under 

their personal laws. 
 

James Webb spies hidden stars in stellar graveyard 

• It was one of the first famous images revealed by the James Webb Space Telescope 

earlier this year: a stunning shroud of gas and dust illuminated by a dying star at its 

heart. 

• Now researchers analysing the data from history’s most powerful telescope have 

found evidence of at least two previously unknown stars hiding in the stellar 

graveyard. 
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• The Southern Ring Nebula, which is in the Milky Way around 2,000 light years from 

Earth, had previously been thought to contain two stars. 

• One, nestled in the nebula’s centre, is a white dwarf star which in its death throes has 

been casting off torrents of gas and dust for thousands of years that in turn formed the 

surrounding cloud. 

• Sapped of its brightness, the extremely hot white dwarf is the less visible of the two 

stars seen in Webb images. The white dwarf has offered astronomers a view of how 

our own Sun may die one day - billions of years from now. 

• Unlike our lonely Sun, it has a companion, the brighter of the two stars in Webb’s 

images. 

 

The Southern Ring Nebula 

• Since the nebula was discovered by English astronomer John Herschel in 1835, 

astronomers have wondered why it has such a bizarre shape, not really spherical. 

• By analysing the data from Webb’s infrared cameras, the researchers said they found 

evidence of at least two other stars inside the nebula, which has a diameter equivalent 

1,500 times the distance from the Sun to Pluto. 
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• While the new pair are slightly farther away from the white dwarf and its companion, 

all four stars - or possibly even five - are located in the centre of the nebula. 

• They are close enough to interact with each other, and their “exchanges of energy” 

create the nebula’s strange shape. 

 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 

2021. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements about Indian presence in 

Polar areas 

1. India has permanent stations in Antarctica, Maitri and 

Bharati 

2. The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research 

(NCPOR) is an important R&D institution for polar 

research under the Ministry of Earth Sciences 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

 


