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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC offers to find solution to ‘deceitful conversions’ 

• The Supreme Court said acts of charity or good work to help a community or the poor 

should not cloak an intention to convert them religiously as payback. 

• A Bench, led by Justice M.R. Shah, said conversion on the basis of a voluntarily felt 

belief in the deity of a different faith was different from belief gained through 

allurement. 

• The court said it would examine such veiled intentions behind religious conversions 

through allurement by offering food, medicines, treatment and so on. 

• The court posted for final hearing the “very serious issue” of forcible or deceitful 

conversions in the country. “We are here for a cause, we are here to find a solution,” 

it said. 

• “If you believe that a particular community needs help, you help it. It is charity. But 

the purpose of charity should not be conversion. Every charity or good work is 

welcome, but what requires to be considered is the intention… Charity, help, 

everything is welcome, but within the framework. The intention should be very clear. 

That is what we will consider,” Justice Shah said.  

 

Ransomware attackers say AIIMS ‘deadline’ has ended 

• The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Delhi has till the end of Monday 

to complete negotiations to regain access to its data, the purported group behind a 

cyberattack that has patients records told HT over email, adding that it has sought 30 

bitcoins as ransom and that once the window closes, it will end communication lines. 

• The attack led to multiple servers being hacked and databases being encrypted, with 

the possibility that the information on these servers, as is usual in typical ransomware 

attacks, being accessed by the attackers. The response from the entity now appears to 

strengthen that possibility. 

• People aware of the discussions in the AIIMS incident indicated last week as well that 

they were not in the favour of negotiations at all since it could set a precedent. 
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Panel finalising its report on OBC sub-categorisation 

• After more than five years of its formation, the commission for the sub-categorisation 

of the Other Backward Classes (OBC) is now in the final stages of finishing its task 

of coming up with a formula to further classify the nearly 3,000 caste groups and 

preparing a report on it. 

• The five-member commission, headed by Justice G. Rohini (retd), was constituted in 

October 2017 and was initially given 12 weeks to submit its report to the President of 

India.  

Distributing quotas 

• The commission has been having a back-and-forth with the Union government over 

the past few years and is finalising the “sensitive work” of distributing quotas within 

the OBC groups. 

• In addition to recommending a formula that distributed the quota available to OBCs 

equitably among the caste groups, the commission was also tasked with identifying 

which caste groups would get what share of the 27% reservation pie. 
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• For this, the commission has undertaken a large-scale exercise to determine which of 

the caste groups are the dominant ones and which are routinely pushed out of getting 

benefits. 

• According to the sources, the considerations made by the commission included 

dividing up the nearly 3,000 caste groups into four broad categories, with the 

maximum share available to those that are historically crowded out by the dominant 

groups. Officials have expressed concerns over how this report should be made public. 

 

Cutting-edge tech at low cost behind India’s first private rocket 

• Skyroot Aerospace’s Vikram-S became the first privately made rocket to launch in the 

country 

• Cutting-edge innovation and cost-effectiveness, Vikram-S is a symbol of both. It uses 

advanced technologies like carbon composites and 3D printing. 

• Traditionally, metals such as steel and aluminium are used to build the structure of 

rockets. Vikram-S is made up of carbon composites, a porous structure made of carbon 

and carbon fibre and four times lighter than steel. It also has higher strength than steel. 

The lighter the rocket, the more payload we can use. 

• The biggest advantage of 3D printing is that it reduces the cycle time by 90 per cent 

compared with traditional methods. Cycle time is the time required to manufacture a 

component. Using this technology, you can build any complex shapes. 

• Three things come into play to keep the rocket cost-effective. The first thing is the 

technology — to make the rocket more efficient. This means lowering the cost of 

putting a kilogram of payload by using carbon composites and 3D printing.  

• And number two is utilising the existing infrastructure of the government. Skyroot 

technology are not building anything new but are using what already exists in the 

country. So they are not burning cash on that ground.  

• And number three is the cost efficiency of operating out of India. For example, the 

space sector gets a similar advantage as the Information Technology industry. 
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Global food woes spur largest ever grain storage programme 

• India is working on developing the “world’s largest grain storage” programme by 

merging various schemes of the Union ministries of agriculture and farmers welfare; 

consumer affairs, food and public distribution; and food processing. 

• The proposal comes amid rising global food prices in the wake of disruptions caused 

by the war in Europe and the covid-19 pandemic. 

• Nations are increasingly worried about their food security after Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine disrupted the world’s foodgrain supply, sending prices to record levels. 

• The two nations are among the world’s top grain exporters, especially wheat and 

barley. While India was less affected by the disruption in grain supplies, prices of 

edible oil and many other foods shot up sharply because of disruptions in production 

and shipping. 

• Though India has the world’s highest arable land, the country suffers from low 

agricultural productivity. The country can play a larger role in global food markets by 

raising the productivity of Indian farms. 

The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

• Adequate grain supplies have, however, allowed India to provide subsidized food to 

the poor following the pandemic despite the Ukraine war. 

• India extended the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana to provide free 

foodgrain to the poor by an additional three months till 31 December, taking the 

scheme’s total expenditure to ₹3.91 trillion. 

• India’s centrally held cereal stocks, which supply subsidized grains to nearly 800 

million people, slipped to a five-year low this year, Food Corporation of India (FCI) 

data showed. 

• FCI, a statutory body under the ministry of consumer affairs, food and public 

distribution, is responsible for the storage of grains to help meet the requirements of 

the public distribution system and other welfare schemes undertaken by the 

government of India, such as the PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. 

Need for Modern storage: 

• We have been lagging behind in terms of stored grains and storage capacity. So now, 

the government is trying to ramp up. The most important thing in the storage plan will 
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be to see if it’s going to modern storage or if the old system will be followed, where 

each man carries a sack and builds a storage pyramid.  

• A mechanized system is far more transparent and much more modern. We don’t even 

have 2 million tonnes of storage in silos. The storage plan has been in the works for a 

long time, and it’s only now the government is trying to implement it. 

• To meet any contingency situation such as drought, a strategic reserve of 2 mt of rice 

and 3 mt of wheat is maintained at the national level at different FCI godowns, out of 

the foodgrain procured at the minimum support price. 

• While India has made gains over the past decade, it is still ranked 68th in a food 

security index of 113 nations published by the Economist Impact and Corteva Inc. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss need for Project tiger like dedicated conservation 

program for the Great Indian Bustard (GIB). 

MCQs 
Q1. The case Hrishikesh Sahoo vs State of Karnataka is linked 

to 

a. Marital rape 

b. Right to Marriage  

c. LGBTQ rights to family 

d. Temple entry of Woman 

 


