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Current Affairs of the Day 
Record fertiliser, food subsidy likely in FY23 

• The Centre’s subsidies on fertilisers and food are set to touch a record level of nearly 

₹5.6 lakh crore in the fiscal year ending March 2023, overshooting the earlier estimate 

by a third, adding that an expected uptick in government revenues is likely to ensure 

the situation remains well within the fiscal comfort zone. 

• The country has penciled in a higher outgo as rising international gas prices and a free 

food scheme bloated federal subsidies, which comprise a tenth of the total government 

expenditure. This will be the third straight year the government is likely to overshoot 

its overall subsidy target. 

• A key reason for the record fertiliser subsidy this year is higher prices of liquefied 

natural gases, a critical input for the manufacturing of nutrients such as urea.  

• Farmers pay ₹242 for a 45kg bag of urea while the cost of production stands at ₹2,650 

a bag. The government pays the balance as subsidy to fertiliser firms. 

• The government’s food subsidy bill is likely to cross ₹3 lakh crore, mainly on account 

of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, a free foodgrain scheme launched 

after the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Civil aviation ministry notifies guidelines for drone PLI scheme 

• The ministry of civil aviation (MoCA) 

notified guidelines for the Production 

Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for 

drones and drone components. 

• The PLI scheme, the document stated, 

will be extended only to companies 

engaged in the manufacturing of 

drones and drone components in India. 

• The document also stated that Indian 

Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises 

(MSMEs) and start-ups manufacturing 
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drones having annual sales turnover of ₹2 crore will be eligible for claiming PLI, while 

for drone component makers, the eligibility threshold will be ₹50 lakh. 

• Similarly, for non-MSMEs making drones, the annual sales turnover requirement will 

be ₹4 crore for claiming the PLIs and the minimum level will be ₹1 crore in the case 

of non-MSME drone component makers. 

 

Bhopal Gas Tragedy after 38 years: Why the govt is demanding 

compensation now 

The government told the Supreme Court that it is “keen to pursue” a petition for additional 

compensation in the Bhopal Gas Tragedy case, saying it “cannot abandon” the people.  

Bhopal Gas Tragedy 

• On the night of December 2, 1984, one of the biggest industrial disasters to ever take 

place began unfolding in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.  

• Harmful Methyl isocyanate (MIC) gas started leaking from a nearby Union Carbide 

pesticide plant, eventually resulting in the Bhopal Gas tragedy, where an estimated 

3,000 people died within the first few days.  

• Over time, similarly horrifying numbers of those who suffered life-long health issues 

would become known. 

• A 2019 report by the UN’s International Labour Organization (ILO) said at least 30 

tonnes of the poisonous gas affected more than 600,000 workers and nearby 

inhabitants. It added the disaster was among the world’s “major industrial accidents 

after 1919”. 

• Around 19 years after compensation was agreed upon, the Indian government filed a 

curative petition in 2010 to seek additional compensation from Dow, of more than ten 

times the amount it gave in 1989. Last month, the government told the Supreme Court 

that it is “keen to pursue” it, saying it “cannot abandon” the people. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Interest of northeast Indian states are crucial to fulfillment of 

Act east policy and Indian perspecctive of Indo-pacific. Discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. The gas released in Bhopal Gas Tragedy was 

a. Methyl isocyanate (MIC) 

b. Phosgene 

c. Methyl isocyanide 

d. Ammonia 

 


