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Should there be a panel to appoint Election Commissioners? 

• There is a case for a collegium, that it would inspire more public confidence. The 

presence of the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha (LoP) in the collegium 

particularly would lend credence to the selection process.  

• Of course, the Chief Justice of India (CJI) is important also. But the LoP politically has 

a lot more importance and significance if he or she is signatory to the appointment. 

• A broader base and consultative system would obviously be better. There is no 

comparison with the current system where the government of the day appoints ECs on 

its own, with nobody knowing how it is being done.  

• The government wants to have complete control on the constitutional body called the 

Election Commission of India (ECI), which under the Constitution is supposed to be 

independent of the government. 

Role of Judiciary: 

• As far as the judiciary’s power to look into the issue goes, the judiciary is the guardian 

of the Constitution, and a free and fair election is [part of] the basic structure of the 

Constitution.  

• And in any case, the judiciary is pointing out that Article 324 requires that Parliament 

will pass an Act about the procedure of appointment and things like that.  

• There are PILs before it, and people have gone to court in protest against the 

government’s inaction. So, the Supreme Court has every right to ask questions and 

adjudicate.  

• There have been Law Commission reports; there is a report of the commission to review 

the working of the Constitution; and going back before that, there was the Goswami 

Committee report, and so on.  

• It is very important and the ECs and CECs must have a tenure of six years which is 

undisturbed; and to say that an EC is always elevated to the post of CEC, that again is 

a created situation. The Constitution or the law does not say that anywhere at all. All 

three members are equal, and one is first among equals. 

 


