
 

1 

 

02.12.2022 | Friday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
Reconsider the Great Nicobar infra project 

• At the 

southernmost 

tip of the 

subcontinent 

lies the Great 

Nicobar Island 

— a repository 

of rich 

biodiversity, 

some of the last 

untouched 

forests in the 

country and, if 

the government 

has its way, a ₹75,000-crore development project that includes an International 

Container Transhipment Terminal (ICTT); a greenfield airport; eco-tourism; a 

residential township; and a 450 MVA gas or solar-based power project.  

• That this ambitious scheme, whose economic potential is untested, is risky is to state 

the obvious. The project will likely involve the diversion of around 15% of the island’s 

forest area and compensated by afforestation in Haryana’s Aravallis, a different 

ecosystem.  

• While green rules allow such a move, it will not help compensate for the damage 

caused to the sensitive ecosystem in Great Nicobar, which, according to the 

environmental impact assessment report, harbours a range of ecosystems. This 

includes tropical evergreen forests, mountain ranges and coastal plains that foster rich 

diversity and several rare and endemic species.  

• Along the coastal beaches of the island, Leatherback and Olive Ridley turtles are 

known to nest. Questions must be raised whether it is worth endangering this tropical 

oasis. 
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Strategic location: 

• Science has shown us untrammelled development can cause drastic, unpredictable and 

irreversible changes to the environment. While the strategic location of the site is key 

— it lies adjacent to the western entrance to the Malacca Strait — policymakers must 

weigh the environmental risks anew and reconsider the environmental clearance given 

to the project.  

• Biodiversity is a critical part of India’s intangible heritage and wealth. Preserving it to 

the maximum extent possible is our duty. 

 

Is there a compelling reason for GM mustard; will it not affect 
environment, asks SC 

• The Supreme Court asked the Union government if there was a “compelling reason” 

for it to press ahead with the release of GM mustard, asking if Indian agriculture would 

be “doomed” if genetically modified crops were not made available. 

• The court’s question came a day after petitioners argued that the regulatory system 

under the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), which cleared the 

environmental release of DMH-11, a genetically engineered variant of mustard, was 

“horrendous” and riddled with conflict of interest. 

• Petitioner-activist questioned the need to use GM mustard when India was home to 

5,477 varieties of mustard. 

• The government had taken a policy decision. A regulatory process had been put in 

place. The review of the GM crop had been undertaken minutely over a lengthy period 

of time. There were no shortcuts taken to nudge an environmental clearance, said the 

government in reply.  

 

What is intangible cultural heritage according to UNESCO? 

• UNESCO defines “intangible” as “expressions that have been passed from one 

generation to another, have evolved in response to their environments and contribute 

to giving us a sense of identity and continuity…” 

• According to an official document by UNESCO, ‘intangible cultural heritage’ 

includes “oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, 

knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and 

skills to produce traditional crafts.” 
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What are India’s intangible cultural symbols on the UNESCO list? 

• This year, India 

nominated Garba, a 

traditional dance form 

that originated in the 

state of Gujarat, for 

inscription on 

UNESCO’s ICH list. 

• The elements which have 

been on the 

representative list of 

intangible cultural 

heritage from India in the past decade include Kolkata’s Durga Puja (2021), Kumbh 

Mela (2017), Navroz (2016), Yoga (2016), traditional brass and copper craft of 

utensil-making among coppersmiths of Punjab (2014), Sankirtana, a ritual musical 

performance of Manipur (2013), and the Buddhist chanting of Ladakh (2012). 

• Before 2011, the list included Chhau dance, Kalbelia folk songs and dance of 

Rajasthan, and Mudiyettu, a dance drama from Kerala (2010), Ramman, a religious 

festival and theatre performance of Garhwal in the Himalayas (2009), and Kutiyattam 

or Sanskrit theatre, and Vedic chanting (2008). 

• Ramlila, a traditional performance of Ramayana, was also included in 2008. 

Who manages nominations to the UNESCO list in India? 

• According to a press release by PIB, several autonomous bodies within the Ministry 

of Culture actively function towards promoting and preserving intangible cultural 

heritage within the country. 

• Sangeet Natak Akademi is the nodal organisation which looks after this function, and 

files nominations of intangible cultural entities from India, for evaluation by the 

international body. 

 

The Great Barrier Reef is ‘in danger’: Australia pushes back 

• A joint report by the IUCN and UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre has recommended 

that the Great Barrier Reef “be inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger”, 

something Australia is opposing. 
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The Great Barrier Reef: 

• Located off the coast of 

Queensland, Australia, 

the GBR is the world’s 

largest coral reef system 

with over 2,900 

individual reefs, 900 

islands and an area 

covering approximately 

344,400 square 

kilometres. 

• An irreplaceable part of 

the global ecosystem, 

the GBR is one of the 

biggest biodiversity 

hotspots in the world as 

well as one of its largest 

carbon sinks. 

• As much as 99 per cent of the property lies within the GBR Marine Park in order to 

protect it from wanton exploitation. It is managed as a “multiple use area”, with a 

range of commercial and tourism activities permitted.  

• A zoning plan is at the cornerstone of GBR’s management, determining what is 

permitted and where. Development and land use activities in coastal and water 

catchments adjacent to the property also have a critical influence on the property and 

are managed by the Queensland Government. 

What does putting GBR on the List of World Heritage in Danger entail? 

• According to UNESCO, “the List of World Heritage in Danger is designed to inform 

the international community of conditions which threaten the very characteristics for 

which a property was inscribed on the World Heritage List, and to encourage 

corrective action.” 

• Under the 1972 World Heritage Convention, inscribing a site on the List allows the 

WHC to allocate immediate assistance from the World Heritage Fund to the 

endangered property, while simultaneously gathering international support and 

attention to the site. 
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e-Rupee: Here’s a Quixplained on India’s first official digital 

currency 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. There is a case for a collegium system for appointment to 

the Election Commission of India (ECI). Justify.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following cultural practice of India is included 

in the UNESCO’s Intangible Heritage List? 

1. Durga Pooja 

2. Yoga 

3. Kumbh Mela 

Select the answer from codes given below 

a. 1 and 3 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 1 and 2 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


