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Current Affairs of the Day 
RBI to launch digital ₹ retail pilot on Dec 1 

• The Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) announced it 

will start the trial for 

retail digital rupee (e₹-

R) from December 1, 

with four banks in as 

many cities participating 

in a pilot programme that 

will give individuals the 

chance to use the central 

bank digital currency 

(CBDC) for the first 

time. 

• A CBDC can largely be 

considered the digital 

version of cash and the 

e₹ will have an equal 

value as the rupee. The 

advantage of CBDC 

over existing digital 

payment systems is that payments through digital currency would be final, without 

requiring interbank settlement, thereby bringing down transaction cost. 

Features of CBDC: 

• The RBI in a concept note said it merely “takes a different form, exchangeable at par 

with the existing currency and shall be accepted as a medium of payment, legal tender 

and a safe store of value. CBDCs would appear as liability on a central bank’s balance 

sheet.” 

• The e₹-R would be in the form of a digital token that represents legal tender. It would 

be issued in the same denominations that paper currency and coins are currently 

issued. 
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• Users can transact with e₹-R through a digital wallet offered by participating banks 

and stored on mobile phones. According to RBI, digital rupee transactions can be both 

person-to-person and person-to-merchant. 

• It said that payments to merchants could be made using quick response (QR) codes 

displayed at merchant locations. 

• The e₹-R would offer features of physical cash like trust, safety and settlement finality. 

As in the case of cash, it will not earn any interest and can be converted to other forms 

of money, like deposits with banks. 

• The central bank digital currency would give greater anonymity than existing digital 

transactions and this is one of the major benefits for users. 

 

Scientists discover new drought-resilient wheat gene, suitable for 

drier soil conditions 

• A new drought-resilient semi-dwarf wheat gene which can be grown in drier soil 

conditions, discovered by an international team of scientists, has given new hopes of 

sowing the crop in water-limited environments. 

• An international team of researchers discovered the new ‘reduced height’ or semi-

dwarf gene called Rht13. 

• Reduced height gene means that seeds can be planted deeper in the soil, giving access 

to moisture, without the adverse effect on seedling emergence seen with existing 

wheat varieties. 

• The study said varieties of wheat with the Rht13 gene could be rapidly bred into wheat 

varieties to enable farmers to grow reduced-height wheat in drier soil conditions. 

The Green revolution and reduced height: 

• Since the 1960s and the Green Revolution, reduced height genes have increased global 

wheat yields because the short-stemmed wheat they produce puts more investment 

into the grains rather than into the stems and has improved standing ability. 

• However, these genes bred into wheat also have a significant disadvantage of not 

working in drought-like conditions. When these varieties are planted deeper to access 

moisture in water-limited environments, they can fail to reach the surface of the soil, 

the authors said. 
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• The newly discovered gene overcomes this problem of seedling emergence because 

the gene acts in tissues higher-up in the wheat stem. 

• So, the dwarfing mechanism only takes effects once the seedling has fully emerged. 

This gives farmers a significant advantage when planting deeper in dry conditions. 

 

Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute in court, Belagavi on 

edge 

• Maharashtra and Karnataka 

have sparred over the 

inclusion of some towns and 

villages along the state border 

ever since the State 

Reorganisation Act was 

passed by the Parliament in 

1956.  

• The Act was based on the 

findings of the Justice Fazal 

Ali Commission, which was appointed in 1953 and submitted its report two years later. 

• On November 1, 1956, Mysore state – later renamed Karnataka – was formed, and 

differences between the state and the neighbouring Bombay state – later Maharashtra 

– erupted.  

• Maharashtra was of the view that the northwestern district of Karnataka, Belagavi, 

should be part of the state, leading to a decade-long violent agitation and formation of 

Maharashtra Ekikaran Samithi (MES), which still holds sway in parts of the district 

and the eponymous city. 

 

India and Bangladesh establish contact as more Kuki-Chin 

refugees are expected to enter Mizoram 

• Ten days after the first batch of over 270 Kuki-Chin refugees crossed over to India 

fearing an attack from Bangladesh security forces, government officials estimate that 

150 more refugees are expected to seek shelter in Mizoram in the next few days.  
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• While civil society groups and the State government have made arrangements for the 

stay of refugees in schools in Mizoram, the Union Home Ministry is yet to take a 

concrete decision on their repatriation. 

• A government official said that since India is not a signatory to the United Nations 

Refugee Convention of 1951 and its 1967 Protocol and does not recognise refugees, 

undocumented migrants are liable to be prosecuted for violating the Foreigners Act. 

• The members of the community from the Chittagong Hill Tract Area in Bangladesh 

fled the country after the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) began a crackdown against 

the Kuki-Chin fighters, an armed wing of the Kuki-Chin National Front, a political 

body that seeks various safeguards, and protection, for the community. 

 

Number Theory: Prez Murmu’s concerns about criminal justice 

system are spot-on 

• Speaking at the 

Constitution Day 

celebrations 

organized by the 

Supreme Court on 

November 26, 

President Droupadi 

Murmu spoke at 

length about how the 

criminal justice 

system has failed the 

poorest of the poor.  

• President Murmu struck an emotional chord with the judges and lawyers regarding the 

plight faced by prisoners whose trial takes years to be decided while they remain 

incarcerated for years without being aware of their fundamental rights. The President 

also spoke about how the poor do not seek recourse to justice because of lack of 

financial capacity. 
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Overcrowding in prisons increased in 2021 despite higher jail capacity 

• According to the 2021 prison statistics released by the National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB), the number of prisoners in Indian jails was 30% more than their capacity.  

• This high level of overcrowding was not because of a stagnant prison capacity, which 

has grown every year since 2010. As is expected, the problem exists because the 

number of prisoners has grown at an even faster rate.  

Incarcerated under trial prisoners are the main reason for overcrowded prisons 

• Overcrowding in prisons is not because of a large number of people convicted of 

crimes. In fact, on average, convicts have been just around 30% of all prisoners in 

Indian jails since 2010. In 2021, they were just 22% of all prisoners, the lowest share 

since 2010.  

• It is under trial prisoners – on average 69% of all prisoners since 2010 – who are the 

reason for overcrowding.  
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Under trial prisoners are also accused of less severe crimes 

 

 

Demographic data shows the socio-economic link to overcrowding problem 

 

• The President also highlighted the problem of language and cost being a roadblock in 

accessing justice. While it is difficult to establish a cause-effect relationship without 

an academic study, a demographic breakup of prisoners shows that the poor and 

uneducated are indeed more likely to be in prison.  
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• A quarter of both under-trials and convicts were illiterate in 2021 and around 40% 

were educated below the 10th standard. Those with higher levels of education were 

only around 10% of the both prisoners and convicts.  

• Caste and religion-wise breakup similarly shows a slightly higher proportion of 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Muslims among prisoners than their share 

in population.  

• To the extent that this over-representation is because such communities cannot access 

justice or because they have to resort to crime to fulfil their monetary needs, fixing the 

problem of overcrowding in prisons might need work beyond what judges alone can 

do when deciding cases. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. It is thus clear that the share of EWS from the general category 

in higher education institutions is well above 10%. The available 

evidence goes against both the justification and the objective of the 

EWS reservation policy. Critically discuss.  
 

MCQs 
Q1. Belgavi district is disputed between Maharashtra and  

a. Gujarat 

b. Karnataka 

c. Telangana 

d. Chhattisgarh  

 


