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Current Affairs of the Day 
Ahom commander Lachit Borphukan 

 

A statue of Ahom commander Lachit Borphukan in Guwahati. 

• In the naval battle fought in 1671 on the Brahmaputra at Saraighat near Guwahati, 

Borphukan, despite being terribly ill, led his army from the front to a resounding 

victory over the invading Mughal army.  

• Before Saraighat at the battle of Alaboi fought on August 5, 1669, the Ahoms were 

routed by the Mughal cavalry and lost 10,000 soldiers in a single day. The war 

memorial is now being constructed at Alaboi near Dadara in the Kamrup district of 

Assam. Along with Borphukan’s statue, the memorial will also feature a 100-ft-long 

‘Hengdang’ (Ahom sword). 

• The legacy of his unflagging valour, determination and war skills has become an 

integral part of Assamese culture and identity. 

• In his honour, the National Defence Academy (NDA) at Khadakwasla in Pune confers 

the Lachit Borphukan gold medal to its best cadet every year.  
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• The Ahoms had ruled major parts of Assam for nearly 600 years, between 1228 and 

1826. The Ahom kingdom had been repeatedly attacked by the Turkic and Afghan 

rulers of the Delhi Sultanate and later by the Mughals.  

 

The war memorial will be in the form of a ‘Hengdang’ (sword) with a height of 150 ft, 

rising from the midst of a reflective pool. 3-D image of Alaboi Ron Smriti Kshetra.  

 

ISRO to attempt the 200th successful launch of a sounding rocket 

in a row 

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will attempt the 200th consecutively 

successful launch of the Rohini RH-200 sounding rocket from Thumba. 

• RH-200 is a solid motor-powered, expendable rocket capable of climbing up to a 

height of 70 km bearing payloads designed to study the upper atmosphere. 

• A sounding rocket or rocketsonde, sometimes called a research rocket or a suborbital 

rocket, is an instrument-carrying rocket designed to take measurements and perform 

scientific experiments during its sub-orbital flight.  

• Sounding in the rocket context is equivalent to "taking a measurement". 
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• The rockets are used to launch instruments from 48 to 145 km (30 to 90 miles) above 

the surface of the Earth, the altitude generally between weather balloons and satellites; 

the maximum altitude for balloons is about 40 km (25 miles) and the minimum for 

satellites is approximately 121 km (75 miles). 

 

 

‘Waste-to-energy plants are solutions for landfills’ 

• The problem right now is that more garbage is 

reaching the landfill sites in Delhi that is being 

processed. 

• This can be dealt with in two ways. The first is 

to ensure the segregation of waste at the source 

so that it does not reach landfills. This is the 

most important part. The second is to start 

waste-to-energy [WTE] plants and bio-mining. 
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Zoom seeks govt approval to introduce VoIP service in India 

• US communications platform Zoom Video 

Communications Inc. has sought approval 

from the Indian government to introduce its 

Zoom Phone service in India as it seeks to 

challenge rivals Microsoft and Cisco in this 

market. 

• They are working on a feature called Zoom 

Phone, which has been very successful 

globally. They are working through a 

regulatory process to get it launched in 

India. 

• Zoom Phone is a voice-over-internet protocol (VoIP) based service that allows 

businesses to make phone calls using the cloud-based Zoom software platform. 
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OTT platforms that offer telecom services: 

• The company’s plan come at 

a time the Indian government 

has been pushing over-the-

top (OTT) players like 

WhatsApp and Zoom to 

secure telecom licences for 

providing calling services. 

• Earlier, the Department of 

Telecom (DoT) asked the 

Telecom Regulatory 

Authority of India (TRAI) to 

prepare a framework for 

regulating platforms offering internet calling and messaging services in the country.  

• The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022, which was released in September for 

public consultation, also proposed that OTT platforms that offer telecom services 

should obtain a licence just like telecom operators. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The 103rd Amendment explicitly excludes persons from the 

Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST) and the Other 

Backward Classes (OBC) categories. Many consider it to be 

discriminatory. Discuss your viewpoint with suitable arguments.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Hengdang was the traditional sword of  

a. Ahom Kingdom 

b. Mughals 

c. Persian warriors 

d. Tipu sultan 

 


