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Current Affairs of the Day 
ISRO to launch the country’s first privately built rocket today 

Skyroot Aerospace Mission Prarambh: India's first private rocket Vikram-S developed 

by Skyroot Aerospace. 

• The Indian Space 

Research 

Organisation (Isro) is 

set to launch the 

country’s first rocket 

built by a private 

company. The private 

rocket, Vikram-

suborbital (VKS), will 

be launched from 

Sriharikota, Andhra 

Pradesh. 

• The VKS rocket 

has been 

developed by 

Hyderabad-based 

startup Skyroot 

Aerospace Pvt Ltd 

and is a single-

stage spin-

stabilised solid 

propellant rocket 

with a mass of 

approx 545kg. 

• Mission 

Prarambh, or 'the 

beginning', will 

mark the Indian private sector's first foray into the promising space launch market.  
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The difference between orbital and suborbital spaceflight: 

• The main difference between orbital and suborbital flight is the speed at which a 

vehicle is travelling. An orbital spacecraft must achieve what is known as orbital 

velocity, whereas a suborbital rocket flies at a speed below that.  

• Orbital velocity is the speed that an object must maintain to remain in orbit around a 

planet.  

• “Suborbital” is a term you’ll be hearing a lot as Richard Branson flies aboard Virgin 

Galactic’s VSS Unity winged spaceship and Jeff Bezos flies aboard Blue Origin’s 

New Shepard vehicle to touch the boundary of space and experience a few minutes of 

weightlessness. 

• If a spacecraft – or anything else, for that matter – reaches a speed of 17,500 mph 

(28,000 km/h) or more, instead of falling back to the ground, it will continuously circle 

around the Earth. That continuous circling is what it means to be in orbit and is how 

satellites and the Moon stay above Earth. 

• Anything that launches to space but does not have sufficient horizontal velocity to stay 

in space – like these rockets – comes back to Earth and therefore flies a suborbital 

trajectory. 

Suborbital flights 

(paths A and B) reach 

space, but because they 

aren’t moving fast 

enough over the Earth, 

gravity will pull the 

object back to the 

surface. 
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14% conviction in 

POCSO; in a fourth of 

cases, accused known to 

victims, says study 

• The analysis, titled “A Decade of 

Pocso’’, was carried out by the 

Justice, Access and Lowering 

Delays in India (JALDI) Initiative 

at Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, 

in collaboration with the Data 

Evidence for Justice Reform (DE 

JURE) program at the World 

Bank. 

• Besides, in 22.9 per cent of the 

138 judgments analysed in detail 

by the initiative, the accused were 

known to the victims — they were 

family members in 3.7 per cent of 

the cases. In these cases, 18 per 

cent involved a “prior romantic 

relationship” while the 

relationship between the victim 

and accused were not identified in 

44 per cent. 

• Incidentally, according to data 

published by the National Crime 

Record Bureau (NCRB) in 2021, 

the accused was a person known 

to the victim in 96 per cent of 

cases filed under POCSO. 
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What is carbon border tax, which India opposed at COP27 

• The BASIC group, comprising India, China, Brazil and South Africa, said in a 

statement that “unilateral measures and discriminatory practices, such as carbon 

border taxes, that could result in market distortion and aggravate the trust deficit 

amongst Parties, must be avoided.” 

• The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism is a plan from the European Union (EU) 

to tax carbon-intensive products, such as iron and steel, cement, fertiliser, aluminium 

and electricity generation, from 2026. 

• Put simply, the carbon border tax involves imposing an import duty on a product 

manufactured in a country with more lax climate rules than the one buying it. 

• While its advocates, like the EU, claim the tax will benefit the environment and 

provide a level playing field to companies, those opposing it call the tax unfair and 

protectionist. They say it puts the burden of climate compliance on developing 

countries when historically, they have done much less to pollute the environment and 

yet are often more vulnerable to the effects of climate change. 
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‘Unconstitutional’: HC on the rule in MP conversion law 

• The Madhya Pradesh high court has termed “unconstitutional” a mandatory provision 

of the MP Freedom of Religion Act 2021 to inform the district magistrate before 

undergoing a religious conversion and restrained the state government from 

prosecuting adults if they solemnise the marriage of their own volition. 

• “Section 10 makes it obligatory for a citizen desiring conversion to give a declaration 

in this regard to the District Magistrate which in our opinion ex facie, unconstitutional 

in the teeth of aforesaid judgments of this Court.  

• Thus, till further orders, the respondent shall not prosecute the adult citizens if they 

solemnize the marriage of their own volition and shall not take coercive action for 

violation of Section 10 of Act of 21,” reads the order.  

 

Electoral bonds worth ₹10,246 crores sold so far 

• Electoral bonds worth ₹10,246 crores have been sold by the State Bank of India (SBI) 

since the instrument was launched in March 2018. 

• Electoral bonds have been pitched as an alternative to cash donations made to political 

parties as part of efforts to bring transparency to political funding. 

• In a Right to Information (RTI) reply, the SBI said the majority of these bonds were 

of ₹1 crore while less than 10% of subscriptions were of lower denominations — ₹10 

lakh, ₹1 lakh, ₹10,000 and ₹ 1,000. About 93.5% of total bonds sold were in the 

denomination of ₹1 crore. 

• Only 0.25% in value terms were from ₹1 lakh, ₹10,000 and ₹1,000 denominations. 

The SBI has been authorised to issue and encash electoral bonds through 29 authorised 

branches. 

 

EC may be honest, but can have definite political leaning: SC 

• An Election Commissioner can be proficient, competent, completely honest and armed 

with an outstanding record of service, but he may have a definite political leaning 

which may end up displaying itself in office, a Constitution Bench of the Supreme 

Court said. 
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• Justice K.M. Joseph, leading a five-judge Bench, referred to how the 10th Chief 

Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan had managed to clean up the electoral system. 

• Justice Joseph said that Mr Seshan merely had put in place a set of rules which reduced 

human discretion to the minimum. In such a scenario, Election Commissioners hardly 

need to fear pressure from any political party or government.  

• Further, the Election Commission, as an institution, would maintain functional 

independence and institutional integrity, whatever the political leaning or competence 

of individual Commissioners may be. 

• The Bench is examining a series of petitions seeking functional independence for 

Election Commissioners. They have sought an “independent, neutral mechanism” for 

their appointment, outside the control of the government. 

 

FM asks NIIF to guide private capital into infrastructure 

• Finance 

Minister 

Nirmala 

Sitharaman 

has urged the 

National 

Investment 

and 

Infrastructure 

Fund (NIIF) to 

expand its 

operations and 

explore ways 

to crowd in 

private capital 

for projects 

under the 

National Infrastructure Pipeline, PM Gati Shakti and National Infrastructure Corridor. 

• The NIIF has proposed setting up its first bilateral fund, an ‘India Japan Fund’ with 

contributions from the government. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Despite an extensive Public Distribution System (PDS) and 

free rations, India performs poorly in hunger and nutrition. 

Highlight the reasons.   

MCQs 
Q1. The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) was 

proposed by   

a. USA 

b. EU 

c. G20 

d. The World Bank 

 


