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Hate speech is a serious problem 

• Indian politics has a hate speech problem. It is a problem that cuts across parties, but it 

is especially concerning when leaders of parties governing states, or the party governing 

the Centre indulge in it — because their comments then seem to have official sanction.  

• It is a problem heightened by the response of the leaders of the parties to which the 

offenders belong — which is nothing, most of the time.  

• No one has really paid for hate speech with their political careers. And it is a problem 

nourished by the returns on offer to the perpetrators — votes when an election is 

involved; promotions to senior party posts, even ministerships; and, in the current media 

landscape, publicity. As the ultimate showman, PT Barnum, once said: “There’s no 

such thing as bad publicity.” 

Need for a stringent law: 

• The SC spoke of a “constitutional culture” and self-imposed restrictions, but neither is 

likely to work. In the current political environment, the incentives for hate speech far 

exceed the costs.  

• The government’s law officers spoke of existing mechanisms to address the issue, but 

these have been found deficient — time after time. The Election Commission, for 

instance, has shown itself either unwilling or incapable of responding to instances of 

hate speech ahead of elections. And in the rare instance when it does act, the punishment 

is not proportionate to the crime. 

• The court also discussed a law that could be passed by Parliament. A law with stringent 

punishment (disqualification, for starters), and clear definitions — and it could even be 

an amendment to an existing law, not a new one — will help.  

• Sure, it may not be completely effective — the first mile of such laws involves the 

police, and their record in cases of hate speech, especially those involving ruling parties, 

isn’t exactly stellar — but its very presence may act as a deterrent and discourage at 

least some people from making offensive comments. A start needs to be made 

somewhere. 
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Unknown sources of income spiked after electoral bond entry 

National parties’ unknown income rose from 66% to 71% in the three years before and 

after the scheme’s introduction 

• Two developments have put the spotlight again on the controversial electoral bond 

scheme. On November 7, the Centre amended the scheme to allow an additional period 

of 15 days for electoral bond sales in years which have State elections.  

• Whereas when it was introduced, these bonds were made available for a period of 10 

days each in January, April, July and October with an exception in years with the Lok 

Sabha polls. 

Spike in the share of “unknown sources of income”  

• Data analysed from the Association of Democratic Reforms’ (ADR) annual reports 

reveal that the share of “unknown sources of income” has increased following the 

introduction of electoral bonds, achieving the opposite of what it was intended to do. 

• The ADR classifies the income of political parties into two major types — known and 

unknown. The known sources of income are further classified into two types — 

voluntary donations made above ₹20,000 whose donor details are submitted to the ECI 

and “other sources of known income” such as the sale of movable and immovable 

assets, etc. 

• The unknown sources include donations below ₹20,000 via electoral bonds, sale of 

coupons, etc., for which the details of donors are not available for the public.  

• An amendment to the Representation of the People Act by the Finance Act, of 2017, 

created a provision to exempt parties from declaring funds collected using electoral 

bonds. 

• The share of such unknown sources of income for national parties increased from 66% 

between FY15 and FY17 to 71% between FY19 and FY21.  

• In the same period, the share of unknown sources of income increased from 55% to 

68% for regional parties.  

Electoral bonds as a source of unknown income: 

• Also, the electoral bonds’ share formed 57% and 64% of the national and regional 

parties’ total incomes in the FY19-FY21 period, respectively. So, the unknown share 

of income went up and electoral bonds were a major reason behind the rise.  
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• After the 

introduction of 

the scheme, the 

burden of 

unknown 

income has 

merely shifted 

from other 

routes such as 

donations 

below ₹20,000 

and coupon 

sales to 

electoral bonds. 

• Meanwhile, the 

expenditures for 

elections and 

otherwise, have 

surged.  

• The BJP has 

cornered a 

lion’s share of 

the electoral 

bond income. 

The party 

received 67% of 

funds through 

electoral bonds 

by all parties 

between FY18 

and FY21. If 

only national 

parties are 

considered, the 

share goes up to 81%. 

 


