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Current Affairs of the Day 
Rock art symbols could point to the arrival of humans at the end 

of the last Ice Age in Nilgiris, says researcher 

• Five symbols on a rock art site at Iduhatty 

in the Nilgiris district that closely 

resemble the symbols used at other rock 

and cave painting sites in Europe could 

point to the arrival of modern humans in 

the Nilgiris between 10,000 and 40,000 

years ago. 

• Palaeoanthropologist and leading rock art 

researcher Genevieve von Petzinger has 

identified 32 geometric signs of Ice Age Europe, which are seen with a remarkable 

commonality in caves and rock art sites across Europe. At Iduhatty, five of these 

symbols — the circle, cordiform, dot, finger fluting and quadrangle (names given to 

identify the different symbols) — are seen. 

• That the symbols were also painted in red ochre (iron oxide) is also consistent with 

the European rock art sites. 

• Ochre is a natural pigment, predominantly just an iron oxide with varying degrees of 

water molecules, which yields different colours, from yellow to black. Heat-treating 

the ochre causes a chemical change and makes it a really vibrant red. Ochre is a 

mineral, it doesn’t wash away or decay, allowing it to persist through the ages. 

Ancestral Homo species started using ochre over 2,50,000 years ago. 

 

India deploys new docks and upgrades speedboats for Pangong 

Tso patrol 

• The Army has deployed new landing docks and speedboats for patrolling on the 

Pangong Tso in eastern Ladakh, matching the Chinese deployments on the lake. 

• This is part of an overall capability enhancement and infrastructure development taken 

up by India since the 2020 stand-off to plug deficiencies and catch up with the Chinese 

build-up along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 



 

2 

 

17.11.2022 | Thursday 

• The new landing 

crafts have also been 

deployed at Sir 

Creek in Gujarat 

facing Pakistan, 

sources stated. 

• Pangong Tso has 

been an area of 

constant friction 

between India and 

China for a long 

time. India holds 

one-third of the 135-

km-long 

boomerang-shaped 

lake. 

• The lake, a glacial 

melt, has mountain 

spurs of the Chang Chenmo range jutting down referred to as ‘fingers’ and the brackish 

water lake freezes in winter. 
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India’s G20 presidency will be inclusive and decisive, says PM 

• India will make the G20 a “catalyst for global change” and its presidency of the group 

in 2023 will be inclusive and action-oriented, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 

amid persisting differences among the world’s largest economies over Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine. 

• As the G20 presidency was handed over to India by Indonesia, Modi said the country 

will work for collective action on global challenges such as food and energy security.  

• The G20 has to convey a strong message in favour of peace and harmony. All these 

priorities are fully embodied in the theme of India’s G-20 chairmanship – ‘One Earth, 

One Family, One Future,” he emphasised. 

• Noting that the “sense of ownership over natural resources” is creating conflict, Modi 

said this is the main cause of the plight of the environment. A sense of trusteeship is 
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the solution for the planet’s safe future and India’s LiFE or “Lifestyle for 

Environment” can make a contribution in this context. 

• The principle of ‘data for development’ will be an integral part of the overall theme 

of our presidency, ‘One Earth, One Family, One Future’ he said. 



 

6 

 

17.11.2022 | Thursday 

 

 



 

7 

 

17.11.2022 | Thursday 

 



 

8 

 

17.11.2022 | Thursday 

 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss reasons for the failure of existing measures 

against hate speech.  

MCQs 
Q1. Recently Artemis I for the lunar exploration has been 

launched by  

a. JAXA 

b. NASA 

c. ESA 

d. ISRO 

 


