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Current Affairs of the Day 
Water action plan at COP27 gives hope to drought-ravaged 

Africa 

• World leaders at the 27th Conference of Parties (COP27) to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change launched a water adaptation and resilience 

action plan. The initiative will have an Africa-first focus, giving hope to drought-

ravaged populations, especially in the Horn of Africa. 

• The action plan, Action on Water Adaptation or Resilience (AWARe), aims to foster 

political efforts in establishing pan-African water hubs. 

• AWARe will address water security as part of climate change adaptation and will 

focus on three priorities: Decrease water losses worldwide and improve water supply; 

propose and support implementing policies for cooperative water-related adaptation 

action and cooperation and interlinkages between water and climate action. 

 

India’s exports shrink 16.7% and imports rose 5.7% in October 

• India’s merchandise exports shrank 

16.7% in October to $29.8 billion as 

the global slowdown dented 

overseas demand for the country’s 

goods. 

• The first contraction since February 

2021 dragged outbound shipments 

below the $ 30 billion level for the 

first time in 20 months. 

• Imports grew 5.7% year-on-year to 

$56.7 billion, widening the trade 

deficit for the month to $26.91 

billion, as per data released by the Commerce Ministry. 

• October was the fourth successive month when the gap between India’s imports and 

exports exceeded $25 billion. 
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India’s population growth is stabilising, it is an indicator of 

effective health policies, says the UN 

• As the global population 

reached eight billion, the 

United Nations said that 

India’s population growth 

appeared to be stabilising, 

which shows that the 

country’s national policies 

and health systems, 

including access to family 

planning services, are 

working. 

• The world population 

touched eight billion and India was the largest contributor to the milestone, having 

added 177 million people of the last billion people born in the world, the UN said. 

• For China, which added 73 million people, the projection is that its contribution to the 

next billion in the global population will be negative. 

• The good news is that India’s population growth appears to be stabilising. The Total 

Fertility Rate — more or less the average number of children born per woman — has 

declined from 2.2 to 2.0 at the national level, the United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA) said. 

Good record 

• A total of 31 States and Union Territories (constituting 69.7% of the country’s 

population) have achieved fertility rates below the replacement level of 2.1, it said. 

• The main reasons for the decline in fertility include an increase in the adoption of 

modern family planning methods (from 47.8% in 2015-16 to 56.5% in 2019-21) and 

a reduction in the unmet need for family planning by four per cent points over the 

same period, it said.  

• India is a youthful nation with the largest cohort of young people anywhere in the 

world, with major potential to achieve its demographic dividend. While many parts of 

the world are ageing, India’s youthful population can be a global resource to solve 

global problems, the UNFPA said. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Financing India’s urban infrastructure needs urgent 

attention. Elaborate.  

MCQs 
Q1. Recently seen in the news Maghreb region is situated in 

the continent of  

a. Asia 

b. Africa 

c. South America 

d. North America 

 


