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Current Affairs of the Day 
Why has France ended its military operations in the Sahel? 

French President Emmanuel Macron announced the end of the decade-long Operation 

Barkhane in Africa.  

Operation Barkhane 

• France began its 

military operations 

in the Sahel in 2013. 

Titled Operation 

Serval, it was limited 

to targeting Islamic 

extremists linked to 

al-Qaeda who took 

control of northern 

Mali.  

• However, in 2014, 

the mission was 

scaled up, renamed 

Operation Barkhane 

and was aimed at counter-terrorism.  

• The objective was to assist local armed forces to prevent the resurgence of non-state 

armed groups across the Sahel region. Around 4,500 French personnel were deployed 

with the local joint counter-terrorism force. 

• French operations had two objectives in the Sahel. First, to liberate Mali from the 

insurgency in the north and second, to see through counter-terrorism operations in 

West Africa, including the neutralisation of key terrorists. 

Has France achieved its objectives? 

• In its major successes, France regained Mali’s northern regions from the extremists in 

2014 through Operation Serval.  
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• The 2014 success led to the inception of Operation Barkhane aimed at counter-

terrorism in Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Chad. However, Operation 

Barkhane saw a series of failures. 

• First the region, despite the operation, witnessed the growth of new groups affiliated 

to terrorist organisations, including the Islamic State. 

• Second, the failure of the operation led to a humanitarian crisis.  

 

 

India a platform for new nuclear technologies 

• At a time when the risks of a nuclear accident, even a war, are at an unprecedented 

level, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the global industry regulator, 

has made an appearance at the climate change conference for the first time, underlining 

the sector’s key role in effecting a quick transition away from fossil fuel-based energy 

sources.  

• At COP27, the IAEA director general has been pitching nuclear energy as part of the 

solution to the climate crisis, not a problem itself.  

• The nuclear industry, however, has faced huge opposition from a section of climate 

activists at previous climate change meetings, citing the risks and the costs. 

• Nuclear is already, as of now, part of the solution. It is not part of the problem. Nuclear 

currently produces 25 per cent of the global clean energy. In some countries, it is even 

more. For example, in Europe, it is half of the clean energy portfolio. In the United 

States, it is half.  

 

Supreme Court flags ‘sealed cover’ again, says it is vague, opaque 

• A Bench led by (now) Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud last month criticised 

the practice of “sealed cover” jurisprudence as setting a “dangerous precedent”, which 

makes “the process of adjudication vague and opaque”. CJI Chandrachud has 

criticised sealed covers earlier too — as has former CJI N V Ramana.  

• It is the controversial practice followed by the Supreme Court (and sometimes lower 

courts as well) of seeking and accepting information from government agencies in 

sealed envelopes that can only be perused by the judges. 
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• In broadly two circumstances: when information is connected to an ongoing 

investigation, and when it involves personal or confidential information. The logic is 

that disclosure of information linked to an ongoing investigation could impede the 

investigation, and the disclosure of personal or confidential information could violate 

an individual’s privacy or result in a breach of trust. 

Problems with this procedure: 

• It prevents parties from having a full overview of the charges against them 

• It is not compatible with the idea of an open court and a transparent system of justice.  

• Courts are bound to set out reasons for their decisions, and legal experts argue that not 

disclosing them leaves scope for arbitrariness in judicial decisions.  

• It also takes away the opportunity to analyse judicial decisions, and to appreciate the 

rationale behind them. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the impact of mandatory data localisation 

on national security and the economy. 

MCQs 
Q1. Almost a decade-long security Operation Barkhane in 

Africa was the initiative of  

a. Israel 

b. Germany  

c. France 

d. USA 

 


