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Vanuatu’s big plea does little to arrest climate change 

• The President of Vanuatu, a small 

Pacific island, wanted the General 

Assembly to adopt a universal Non-

Proliferation Treaty to ban the use of 

fossil fuels across the world. 

• Vanuatu represents a strong and vocal 

group of small island developing 

states whose voice is heard with 

attention and empathy by the UN.  

• Vanuatu’s plea comes in the wake of 

a similar call for the phaseout of coal 

which was made last year at the 

Glasgow climate conference.  

• After a strong protest by the Indian 

interlocutors, the language of the 

decision at Glasgow was toned down from phaseout to phase down of unabated coal 

power and inefficient fuel subsidies.  

Different implications 

• Some people ask why India, which agreed to the phasedown in Glasgow, would object 

to a non-proliferation treaty even when it offers a flexible timeline for a phasedown.  

• The reason may have well to do with the fact that a call to end fossil fuels through a 

mandate in the UN has very different implications than when it is presented under the 

UN Climate Change Convention.  

• A UN mandate of this nature is divorced from the legal responsibility of the polluting 

countries to reduce their emissions on the basis of responsibility, capability and national 

circumstances, as required by the Climate Change Convention.  

• It also makes no provisions for technological and financial innovations that are 

necessary to ensure the transition. 

• A few months ago, a similar attempt had been made in the UN to treat the matter of 

climate change as that of global security and request the UN Security Council to resolve 

it.  
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• This was dropped because of the opposition of most of the global south, which saw in 

this an attempt to address climate change not through international cooperation and 

consensus but by imposing the wish of a select few on others. 

Lifestyle changes needed: sustainable but also just and equitable 

• Coal phasedown is not the only way to reduce global emissions. Coal is the mainstay 

of the primary energy supply in many countries such as India and forms the basic and 

essential component of their energy system.  

• On the other hand, a substantial share of rising global emissions is accounted for by the 

unsustainable levels of consumption of natural resources and lavish lifestyles led by the 

consumers in developed economies.  

• A plan to drastically reduce coal-fired power would in fact do very little to arrest the 

problem of climate change globally but may create insurmountable difficulties in 

securing the progress of developing economies towards key sustainable development 

goals.  

• If the transition to a world of lower emissions has to be sustainable, it must also be just 

and equitable. It must ensure equal access to energy and secure energy supplies for all, 

not just for a few.  

• While the developed economies have full access to alternative sources of energy, 

because of their strength in terms of technology and resources, the developing nations 

are handicapped.  

• Therefore, a just transition needs to be built on the promise that green energy and a 

green future will be available to all. It is in this context that the call for Lifestyle for 

Environment (LiFE) issued by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the UN Secretary-

General, jointly in India recently, assumes importance.  

Consumers in countries that consume at an unsustainable pace and contribute to rising 

emissions have a much greater responsibility to clean up the planet and support the growth 

of green energy. 

 


