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A chance to expand the world’s biosphere footprint 

• The World Network of 

Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) 

was formed in 1971, as a 

backbone for biodiversity 

conservation, ecosystem 

restoration, and living in 

harmony with nature. There 

are now 738 properties in 134 

countries, including 12 in 

India. 

• Bangladesh, Bhutan, and 

Nepal do not have biospheres 

as yet, but help is on its way: 

The ‘South and Central Asia 

MAB Reserve’ Networking 

Meeting (where MAB stands 

Man and the Biosphere) is 

planned for 2023, to advance 

biosphere reserve 

establishment and 

management. UNESCO is 

ready to assist in carrying out a 

professional potentiality 

analysis.  

• In addition, an expert mission has been planned for spring 2023 — to Bhutan, India’s 

northeast and the Sundarbans in Bangladesh. 

An ideal platform to network 

• The WNBR, an amazing network of sites of excellence, is a unique tool for cooperation 

through sharing knowledge, exchanging experiences, building capacity and promoting 

best practices.  

• The best concept for ‘Living in Harmony with Nature’ that exists in the United Nations 

system, is the WNBR, making these places more important today than ever before, 

where humans are thriving and relearning how to live with nature. 
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Opportunities in South Asia 

• Considering the massive long-term threats to human survivability (besides pandemics 

and armed conflicts), such as biodiversity loss, climate change, pollution and population 

dynamics, accelerated by the blind belief in technological solutions for all problems, 

we need many more biosphere reserves globally. South Asia offers countless options. 

• South Asia has a very diverse set of ecosystems, with Bhutan, India, and Nepal 

combined having thousands of glaciers, surrounded by lakes and alpine ecosystems. 

• Some of the countries in South Asia do not yet have any or enough biosphere reserves. 

In most, if not all cases, the political will is certainly there, but there is a lack of know-

how and financial resources.  

• Of course, more financial support from the richer nations and the private sector would 

be desirable to advance biosphere reserves in these countries. Bangladesh, Bhutan, and 

Nepal must be on our priority list. 

• The existence of the new World Network of Mountain Biosphere Reserves provides a 

welcome opportunity for Bhutan and Nepal to establish their first biosphere reserves 

and participate in the world network.  

If these pockets of hope can expand, with at least one biosphere reserve per country in 

Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal until 2025 (with additional biosphere reserves in India’s 

North-East and along the coasts) it will give realisation to millions of people that a better 

future is truly possible — one where we will truly live in harmony with nature. 

 

World Network of Mountain Biosphere Reserves (WNMBR) 

738  

World biosphere reserves 

 

474 

Biosphere reserves in mountain areas 

 

24 

members of the WNMBR 
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22% 

of the earth surface belongs to mountain areas 

 

915 

millions of people live in mountain areas 

• In December 2021 – the International Year of Sustainable Mountain Development – the 

UNESCO MAB Programme, along with the Mountain Research Initiative (MRI), 

launched the World Network of Mountain Biosphere Reserves. 

• The WNMBR is coordinated by the UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme and a 

joint technical secretariat managed by the Research Centre for Eco-Environmental 

Sciences of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (China) and the Valles de Omaña y Luna 

Biosphere Reserve (Spain). 

 

Can convicted legislators be disqualified from Assembly? 

• Two Uttar Pradesh legislators were convicted on criminal charges in recent days, but 

only one of them has been disqualified and his seat was declared vacant by the State’s 

Legislative Assembly secretariat.  

• Azam Khan, the Samajwadi Party MLA for Rampur, was sentenced to a three-year jail 

term, for making an inflammatory speech in 2019. As disqualification upon conviction 

on a criminal charge, accompanied by a prison sentence of two years and more is 

immediate, the Assembly secretariat declared his seat vacant.  

• However, there has been no such response in regard to Vikram Singh Saini, MLA from 

Khatauli, after he was sentenced to two years imprisonment in connection with the 

Muzaffarnagar riots of 2013. 

When does conviction attract disqualification? 

• Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951, contains provisions 

aimed at decriminalising electoral politics. There are two categories of criminal cases 

that attract disqualification upon conviction.  

• In the first category are offences that entail disqualification for a period of six years 

upon any conviction irrespective of the quantum of punishment. If the punishment is 

fine, the six-year period will run from the date of conviction, but if there is a prison 
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sentence, the disqualification will begin on the date of conviction and will continue up 

to the completion of six years after the date of release from jail.  

• Major IPC offences are included under this head: making speeches that cause enmity 

between groups (Sec.153A) and doing so in a place of worship (Sec.505), bribery 

and personation during elections and other electoral offences, offences relating to 

rape and cruelty to women by husband and latter’s relatives.  

• Serious provisions of special laws such as the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 

Customs Act, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, Laws for the prevention of Sati, 

corruption, terrorism and insult to the national flag and national anthem etc are also 

part of this group.  

• All other criminal provisions form a separate category under which mere conviction 

will not entail disqualification. A sentence of at least two years in prison is needed to 

incur such disqualification. 

Legal protection for legislators against disqualification: 

• Under Section 8(4) of the RPA, legislators could avoid immediate disqualification until 

2013.  

• The provision said that with respect to a Member of Parliament or a State legislator the 

disqualification will not take effect for three months. If within that period, the convicted 

legislator files an appeal or revision application, it will not take effect until the disposal 

of the appeal or application.  

• In other words, the mere filing of an appeal against conviction will operate as a stay 

against disqualification. In Lily Thomas vs. Union of India, the Supreme Court struck 

down clause (4) as unconstitutional, thus removing the protection enjoyed by 

lawmakers. 

Can the disqualification be removed? 

• The Supreme Court has the power to stay not only the sentence but also the conviction 

of a person. In some rare cases, conviction has been stayed to enable the appellant to 

contest an election. However, the SC has made it clear that such a stay should be very 

rare and for special reasons.  

• The RPA itself provides a remedy through the Election Commission. Under Sec. 11 of 

the Act, the EC may record reasons and either remove or reduce the period of, a person’s 

disqualification.  

 


