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Current Affairs of the Day 
October’s GST revenue crosses ₹1.51 lakh crore 

• India’s gross GST 

revenue touched 

₹1,51,718 crore in 

October, 16.6% 

higher than a year 

ago, marking the 

second-highest 

monthly collections 

since the launch of 

the indirect tax 

regime. 

• October marked the 

second-highest 

collection from 

domestic 

transactions “next 

only to April 2022”. 

• This is the ninth month, and for eight months in a row now, that the monthly GST 

revenues have been more than the ₹1.4 lakh crore mark. 

 

Mulling remote vote facility for NRIs, govt. tells SC 

• The Union government in the Supreme Court said it was considering ways to facilitate 

non-resident Indians (NRI) to cast their votes remotely while ensuring the integrity of 

the electoral process. 

• Initially, the Bench said making the postal ballot facility available to soldiers serving 

in far-flung areas across the country was different from affording the same facility to 

someone who had chosen to reside abroad.  

• The court, however, acknowledged that migrant labourers would often find it beyond 

their limited means to fly in just to cast their vote. 
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• Allowing NRIs to vote from abroad may see expatriates — a bulk of whom are migrant 

labourers, mostly from Kerala, Tamil Nadu and northern parts of the country — 

emerge as a decisive force in the country’s electoral politics. 

 

Modi calls for a road map to develop Mangarh Dham as a global 

tribal destination 

• Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi 

called for preparing 

a road map to 

develop Mangarh 

Dham in 

Rajasthan’s 

Banswara district as 

a tribal destination 

with a prominent 

identity at the global 

level.  

• Mangarh Dham, 

situated near the 

Rajasthan-Gujarat 

boundary, is known 

for the massacre of 

tribespeople by the 

British Indian Army in 1913. 

• Addressing a public meeting at Mangardh Dham to mark the anniversary of the 

incident and commemorate tribal leader and social reformer Govind Guru, Mr. Modi 

said the memorial raised at the place was a symbol of bravery and sacrifice of tribal 

people. 

• Nearly 1,500 Bhil tribals and forest dwellers were killed in a hill in Mangarh on 

November 17, 1913, when the British Indian Army opened fire on the protesters who 

were demanding the abolition of bonded labour system and relaxation in heavy 

agricultural taxes imposed by the rulers of princely states. The tribes in the southern 

Rajasthan region were led by Govind Guru. 
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Invasive tree spreading in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve 

• An invasive species, Senna spectabilis, 

an exotic tree, has taken over between 

800 hectares and 1,200 hectares of the 

buffer zones of the Mudumalai Tiger 

Reserve (MTR) in the picturesque 

Nilgiris hill district.  

• The Forest Department is coming up 

with a comprehensive strategy to tackle 

the invasive species, which continues to 

spread rapidly in the buffer zone. 

• Introduced as an ornamental species and 

for use as firewood from South and 

Central America, the species has 

become highly invasive in the Sigur 

plateau in both the core and buffer zones 

of the MTR. 

• Over the last few years, its bright yellow flowers have become more visible across the 

Tiger Reserve. Conservationists say the invasive weed has a negative effect on local 

biodiversity, crowding out native species and limiting food availability for wildlife. 

• Senna spectabilis, along with Lantana Camara, is among five major invasive weeds 

that had taken over vast swathes of the Nilgiris, with wattle being the other major 

invasive species. Eucalyptus and pine, though exotic, do not spread as quickly as the 

other species and are considered easier to manage, Forest Department officials said. 

 

Will GM mustard be a game changer for the edible oil sector? 

• India’s biotech regulator, the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) has 

approved the commercial cultivation Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11), a 

genetically modified (GM) variety of mustard.  

• While the decision, which is unlikely to lead to large-scale cultivation of this variety 

in the current cropping season, was made without additional scientific trials, and 

comes with certain caveats, a large-scale adoption of the technology could lead to a 

radical change (for good) in India’s edible oil economy.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) are the weakest 

link in the fight against pollution in India. Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Mangarh Dham is known for the massacre of tribespeople by 

the British Indian Army in 1913. It is situated in the state of  

a. Rajasthan  

b. Punjab  

c. Madhya Pradesh 

d. Maharastra  

 


