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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC puts an end to the ‘two-finger’ test on rape survivors 

• The Supreme Court 

declared that any 

person conducting the 

invasive ‘two-finger’ 

or ‘three-finger’ 

vaginal test on rape or 

sexual assault 

survivors will be 

found guilty of 

misconduct. 

• In a judgment, a Bench 

led by Justice D.Y. 

Chandrachud said the 

sole reason behind 

using the “regressive” test on traumatised sexual assault survivors is to see whether 

the woman or girl was “habituated” to sexual intercourse.  

• Such a “concern” was irrelevant to the fact that she was raped or not. “Previous sexual 

experience is immaterial to the question of conduct,” he held. 

• The faulty logic behind the test was that “a woman cannot be believed when she said 

she was raped merely for the reason that she was sexually active”, the court said. 

• The court pointed out the 2013 amendment of Section 53A in the Indian Evidence Act. 

“...the evidence of a victim’s character or her previous sexual experience with any 

person shall not be relevant to the issue of consent or the quality of consent in the 

prosecution of sexual offences,” the court held. 

 

Morbi tragedy  

• The death toll in Sunday night’s tragedy in Morbi, Gujarat, has reached 140. Teams 

of the National Disaster Response Force are carrying out search operations on the 

water hyacinth-covered river. 
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Morbi: India’s ceramics factory 

• Morbi district was 

created on August 

15, 2013, along 

with several other 

new districts.  

• Morbi is famous 

for its ceramic 

industry. The 

district is dotted by 

several hundred 

ceramic-producing 

factories, mainly 

medium and small-

scale units. Around 

70 per cent of 

India’s ceramics 

are produced in 

Morbi, and 

ceramic tiles 

manufactured here 

are exported to 

countries in the 

Middle East, East 

Asia, and Africa. 

• Machchhu is a 

small river that 

rises in the Madla 

Hills and flows 130 

km into the Rann of Kutch. The suspension bridge, “Jhulto Pul”, was a pedestrian 

suspension bridge that was inaugurated in 1879. 

• The suspension bridge had been closed for renovation two years ago, and was 

reopened to the public only on October 26, allegedly without carrying out a safety 

audit first. 
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A pathway to citizenship for Indian-origin Tamils 

• The Supreme Court of India has now posted the 232 petitions challenging the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) to be heard on December 6, 2022.  

• However, there is another issue linked to the subject, i.e., the unresolved status of 

Indian-origin Tamils who were repatriated from Sri Lanka.  

• For over four decades, nearly 30,000 Indian-origin Tamils have been classified as 

stateless persons, based on technicalities.  

• Given their genealogical link to India, the Government of India needs to consider 

extending citizenship benefits to them in accordance with Indian bilateral obligations 

and international humanitarian principles and international conventions. 

 

MHA allows 2 District Collectors in Gujarat to grant citizenship 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) empowered the District Collectors of two more 

districts in Gujarat — Mehsana and Anand — to grant citizenship certificates to the 

members of Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, Christian, Buddhist and Jain communities from 

Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh. 

• This is not the first-time the magistrates or collectors have been delegated such powers 

by the MHA. Similar orders were issued in 2016, 2018 and 2021 empowering District 

Magistrates in several districts of Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Haryana, and 

Punjab to grant citizenship certificates to migrants from the six communities who 

entered India on valid documents.  

• The notification is not related to the contentious Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 

that is yet to come into effect. The CAA passed in 2019 seeks to grant citizenship to 

the six undocumented communities who came to India till December 2014. 

• The only way the CAA could have helped the legal minority migrants is in fast-

tracking their applications as it reduces the mandatory requirement of stay in India to 

five years. 

• The notification said that the application should be made online and that the 

verification shall be done by the Collector at the district level and forwarded to Central 

agencies. 
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SC to examine law depriving undertrials the right to vote 

• The Supreme Court decided to examine a petition challenging a provision in the 

election law that imposes a blanket ban on undertrials, persons confined in civil 

prisons and convicts serving their sentence in jails from casting their votes. 

• The petition said that while convicts out on bail could vote, undertrials, whose 

innocence or guilt has not been conclusively determined, and those confined in civil 

persons were deprived of their right to vote. 

• The petition argued that Section 62(5) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, 

mandates that “no person shall vote at any election if he is confined in a prison, 

whether under a sentence of imprisonment or transportation or otherwise, or is in the 

lawful custody of the police”.  

• It contended that the provision arbitrarily, through the use of “broad language”, 

disenfranchises a large segment of the population. 

• The petition said that “denying penitentiary inmates the right to vote is more likely to 

send messages that undermine respect for the law and democracy than messages that 

enhance those values… Denying the right to vote does not comply with the 

requirements for legitimate punishment”. The right to vote is a constitutional right 

under Article 326. 

 

Decentralise MGNREGS for better implementation, says govt. 

study 

• An internal study commissioned by the Ministry of Rural Development has argued for 

decentralisation of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme (MGNREGS), allowing for more “flexibility” at the ground level. 

• There should be a greater diversification of permissible works instead of listing the 

types of permissible works, broad categories of works may be listed out and flexibility 

should be given at ground level to select the type of works as per broad categories, the 

study noted. 

• The internal study also flagged the frequent delay in fund disbursal, and to deal with 

it suggested a “revolving fund that can be utilised whenever there is a delay in the 

Central funds”. 
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• The study also noted that the MGNREGS wages were far below the market rate in 

many States, defeating the purpose of acting as a safety net. 

• At present, the minimum wage of a farm labourer in Gujarat is ₹324.20, but the 

MGNREGS wage is ₹229. The private contractors pay far more. In Nagaland, the 

wage is ₹212 per day, which does not take into account the difficult terrain. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Highlight various agricultural emissions. Discuss the need 

for climate action in agriculture.  

MCQs 
Q1. Machchhu river, recently seen in the news, drains into  

a. Gulf of Cambay 

b. Run of kutch 

c. Palk bay 

d. Gulf of Kutch 

 


