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31.10.2022 | Monday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
$25bn defence output by 2025: PM at C-295 facility 

• Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi made a strong pitch to 

global manufacturers, 

saying that the country is 

moving forward with the 

mantra of ‘Make in India, 

Make for the World’. 

• The country is on its way to 

becoming a global hub for 

the manufacture of transport 

aircraft, the Prime Minister 

said after laying the foundation stone of a manufacturing facility being set up by the 

Tata-Airbus consortium in Vadodara for C-295 medium transport aircraft for the 

Indian Air Force’s transport fleet. 

• India aims to scale up its defence manufacturing output to more than $25 billion by 

2025. Of this, more than $5 billion will be for exports, Modi said, adding that the 

defence corridors being developed in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu will immensely 

help in scaling up this sector. 

• The C-295 aircraft manufacturing facility will be the first such facility in the private 

sector in the country. 

• The project offers a unique opportunity for the Indian private sector to enter into the 

technology-intensive and highly competitive aviation industry. It will augment 

domestic aviation manufacturing resulting in reduced import dependence and an 

expected increase in exports. 

• The Tata consortium has identified 125 domestic Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) suppliers across seven states. This will act as a catalyst for 

employment generation and is expected to generate 600 jobs directly, over 3,000 

indirect jobs and an additional 3,000 medium-skill employment opportunities. 
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Demand grows, but DNA tests fall under a grey area 

• DNA tests occupy a grey area in the quest for justice, vacillating between the dangers 

of slipping into self-incrimination and encroachment on individual privacy and the 

“eminent need” to unearth the truth. They can be of help as evidence in a criminal case 

or in proving a claim of marital infidelity or paternity. 

• More and more complainants are seeking DNA tests — a senior official associated 

with a government laboratory estimates such requests increasing by around 20% each 

year. 

• DNA Forensics Laboratory Private Ltd., accredited with the National Accreditation 

Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL), says it tests 300 to 400 

samples a month on private requests and court orders. The numbers were only 30 to 

40 till five years ago. 

• The Supreme Court recently held — in a case concerning a woman known only as 

‘XX’ to protect her identity — that compelling an unwilling person to undergo a DNA 

test would be a violation of personal liberty and right to privacy, turning the spotlight 

on a technology that aids the cause of justice but violates privacy. 

 

Are there anti-superstition laws in India? 

• Chilling details of the killings of two women in Kerala have sparked a debate about 

the prevalence and power of superstitious beliefs in society. 

• As per the 2021 report of the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), six deaths 

were linked to human sacrifices, while witchcraft was the motive for 68 killings in the 

country. 

• In India, there is no central law that exclusively deals with crimes related to witchcraft, 

superstition, or occult-inspired activities. In the absence of nationwide legislation, a 

few States have enacted laws to counter witchcraft and protect women from deadly 

‘witch-hunting’. 

• Bihar was the first State to enact a law to prevent witchcraft, identification of a woman 

as a witch and “eliminate torture, humiliation and killing of women.”  
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OneWeb satellites will enhance rural connectivity: Modi 

• Describing the simultaneous 

placement of 36 OneWeb 

satellites into orbit a week 

ago as a major feat, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said 

the move would strengthen 

digital connectivity across 

the country. 

• In his Mann Ki Baat address, 

Mr Modi said, “With the help 

of this, even the remotest 

areas will be more easily 

connected with the rest of the 

country.” 

 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The United States has launched its much anticipated National 

Security Strategy (NSS) focusing on outcompeting China and 

restraining Russia. Discuss critically strategic implication for India 

of such NSS. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following river falls in Arctic Ocean? 

a. Volga 

b. Danube 

c. Ob 

d. Rhone 

 


