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Limits of pleasure: Governor Khan should not conflate his role as 

Chancellor with constitutional duties 

• It is difficult to agree with the Governor’s assessment that an observation that those 

who had seen only universities in Uttar Pradesh would not understand universities in 

Kerala is seditious or goes against national unity.  

• In normal circumstances, when the Governor conveys his displeasure with a Minister’s 

conduct, it will have considerable persuasive value. However, in the backdrop of the 

unrelenting acrimony between Raj Bhavan and the Cabinet, it may have not evoked any 

serious response.  

• Needless to say, the polite phrase in the Constitution that applies the doctrine of pleasure 

to a Minister’s tenure is nothing more than a reference to the will of the Chief Minister 

on the continuance or dismissal of a member of his ministerial Council. 

Governor-Chancellors: 

• After the Supreme Court set aside the appointment made in the A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

Technological University, Thiruvananthapuram, Mr Khan directed nine other V-Cs to 

resign, flagging what he felt were similar legal infirmities in their appointment.  

• His point was that just as it was in the case before the apex court, these V-Cs too were 

either appointed by the submission of a single name by Search Committees (instead of 

a panel of three to five names, as required under UGC regulations), or were chosen by 

committees that included the State’s, Chief Secretary.  

• The Governor/Chancellor was obviously wrong in fixing a short deadline for their 

resignation, and he subsequently converted the communication into show-cause notices 

to them, asking them to explain why their appointments should not be deemed illegal.  

• It is a separate legal question whether the judgment in the case of one V-C is 

automatically applied to all others. However, given its potential for litigation, the sooner 

the university statutes in Kerala are brought in line with the UGC regulations, the 

better.  

• However, there is no doubt that Governor-Chancellors should not conflate their 

statutory powers to handle university matters with their constitutional role in Raj 

Bhavan.  

• The tussle makes a good case for why Governors, whose overtly political functioning 

is an uneasy fact of political life, should not be tasked with being Chancellors. 
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T.N.’s conservation and climate change announcements are 

avantgarde 

• Tamil Nadu has struck out clearly for a 

future that would be climate conscious, and 

greener, with a series of announcements 

this year — in the form of government 

orders and via the Budget.  

• Apart from getting the Ramsar Site 

declaration for a record number of 

ecological zones as a well-planned and 

implemented initiative, it has also declared 

its intention to create green parks in 100 

villages, that would cater to local 

requirements too.  

• Also proposed are an elephant reserve at 

Agasthiyarmalai in the south, a dugong 

conservation park in the Palk Bay, a new 

bird sanctuary at Tiruppur, and establishing 

India’s first-ever wildlife sanctuary for the 

slender loris in Dindigul and Karur district.  

• The recently appointed governing council on Climate Change, which has experts 

including Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Nandan Nilekani and Erik Solheim, for instance, 

is an example of good intent followed by a solid tool to aid implementation.  

• It will provide policy directives to the Climate Change Mission, advise on climate 

adaptation and mitigation activities, provide guidance to the State Action Plan on 

Climate Change and provide strategies for implementation.  

• The setting up of a Green Climate Fund corpus is a further indication of commitment. 

Additionally, a special purpose vehicle, Tamil Nadu Green Climate Company, has been 

set up to advise on managing three important missions — Climate Change, Tamil Nadu 

Green and Wetlands. 

Challenges:  

• But pursuing climate change has not been easy, not now, not ever. As per UN data, only 

26 of 193 countries that agreed to enhance climate change action last year have followed 

up with concrete plans. For, indeed, the challenges are daunting.  
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• Environmental evangelism will have to drive these projects so that the passion, urgency 

and seriousness that the parent institution (Environment and Climate Change 

department), brings to the table are absorbed by other departments.  

• All modern states are beset by challenges in the sectors of the energy transition, mobility 

transition and agricultural transition. It is crucial to building capacity capable of 

fashioning local solutions, and ensure that the announcements are all implemented, in 

a time-bound manner. 

Major Protected Areas in Tamil Nadu: 

 

The slender lorises (Loris): 

• The slender lorises (Loris) are a genus of loris native to India and Sri Lanka. 

• Slender lorises spend most of their life in trees, traveling along the tops of branches 

with slow and precise movements. 

• They generally feed on insects, reptiles, plant shoots, and fruit. 

• They are found in tropical rainforests, scrub forests, semi-deciduous forests, and 

swamps. 


