
 

1 

 

28.10.2022 | Friday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
GM mustard will be ready for cultivation in 3 crop seasons: IARI 

director 
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• The environmental nod will lead to finding a science-based solution to the challenge 

of importing edible oils, and allow the development of more high-yielding hybrids 

• The decision of the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) to provide 

environmental clearance for genetically modified mustard will lead to finding a 

science-based solution for a major challenge — the import of edible oil.  

• The clearance would also allow the development of more high-yielding hybrids in the 

sector. 

• Now the responsibility is on the Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR) for 

testing the hybrid. Now, the hybrid can be commercially cultivated after producing a 

large number of its seeds.  

• In this season, as there are not many seeds available, the available male line and female 

line of the hybrid has to be multiplied. In the second season, we have to go for a large 

quantity of hybrid seed production by crossing females with males. In the third season, 

it will be available for commercial cultivation. 

• The most important aspect of the technology was that it used a barnase and bar genes 

system for creating diverse parents and the chances of yield enhancement were more.  

• The Environment Ministry had earlier sought studies on the impact of the genes on 

soil microbes.  

• Regarding the effect of GM mustard on honey bees and other pollinators, Barnase and 

bar genes are protein and honey is basically sugar without any protein content. So the 

question of honey being affected by this does not arise. These genes are safe. 

 

Israel and Lebanon sign a maritime border deal 

• Israel and Lebanon separately signed a U.S.-brokered maritime border deal which 

paves the way for lucrative offshore gas extraction by the neighbours that remain 

technically at war. 

• Hailed in advance by U.S. President as a “historic breakthrough”, it comes as Western 

powers clamour to open up new gas production and reduce vulnerability to supply cuts 

from Russia.  
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States should have a uniform policy on law and order: Shah 

• Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that States should have a uniform law and order 

policy as certain crimes such as cross-border terrorism and cybercrimes transcend 

regional and international boundaries. 

• Mr Shah said that by 2024, to counter terror activities, each State would have a 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) office as the agency had been given 

“extraterritorial jurisdiction” and additional powers to confiscate property in terror-

related cases.  

• He called for the centralisation of data on terror and other crimes and said that 

following the principle of “one data, one entry,” the NIA had been entrusted with the 

task of maintaining a national terror database, the Enforcement Directorate a dataset 

on financial crimes and the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) on narco crimes. 

• The Minister urged the States to utilise the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) 

that was operational now. The NATGRID brings datasets of 11 agencies on a common 

platform. 

The nature of crimes is changing, and they are becoming borderless, that is why all States 

will have to battle these by having a common strategy. To formulate and implement this 

under the spirit of ‘cooperative federalism’, cooperation, coordination and collaboration 

between the Centre and the States is required. 

 

Irani, NCW hail BCCI’s decision on equal match fee for women 

players 

• Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Irani and the National 

Commission for Women hailed the “historic” decision of the Board of Control for 

Cricket in India (BCCI) on equal match fees for women players as their male 

counterparts, saying it was a significant achievement towards gender equality. 

• Women cricketers earning the same match fee as their male counterparts heralds a new 

era of equal opportunities and is a significant advancement towards achieving gender 

equality. 
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Psychological test of death row convicts is essential, says SC 

• In a significant order, the Supreme Court has made it clear that the psychological 

evaluation of condemned prisoners by expert doctors, and access to them by mitigating 

investigators, are essential before the hearing begins on their appeals against the death 

penalty. 

• A Bench led by the Chief Justice of India U.U. Lalit said these reports would provide 

invaluable assistance for the court to have an independent and holistic picture of the 

physical and mental condition and background of the condemned person whose life 

hangs in balance. 

• The Bench’s recent order said the court has been lately focussing on the psychological 

evaluation of convicts in death penalty cases. 

• Further, mitigation experts need to be given access to the prisoners to dig out any 

circumstances which may help the court while it hears the appeal. Anything 

overlooked would lead to irreparable consequences in death penalty cases. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Governors should not be tasked with being Chancellors. 

Critically discuss.  
 

MCQs 
Q1. Recently seen in the news Qana gas field and Karish gas 

field are disputed areas between  

a. Israel and Lebanon 

b. Lebanon and Syria 

c. Lebanon and Jordan 

d. Israel and Libya 

 


