
 

1 

 

27.10.2022 | Thursday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
Mawmluh Cave in Meghalaya, one of UNESCO’s ‘First 100 

IUGS Geological Sites’ in the world 

• It is believed to be 

the fourth longest 

cave in the Indian 

subcontinent with a 

total length of 7 km 

of cave passages 

• Mawmluh Cave in 

Meghalaya, locally 

known as Krem 

Mawmluh, has 

been listed as 

UNESCO’s one of 

the ‘First 100 IUGS 

(International 

Union of 

Geological 

Sciences) 

Geological Sites’ 

in the world.  

• One can spot 

stalagmite 

structures and other 

rock formations 

inside this cave. You just cannot miss a pool inside the cave, which is reportedly 

formed as an outcome of five different rivers discovering their way inside the cave. 

• It is also believed that the stalagmite from this cave helped prove the existence of a 

200-year-long drought that occurred after the Ice Age around 4,200 ago, destroying 

many civilisations around the world. To describe this period, the term ‘Meghalayan 

Age’ was coined. 
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GEAC gives its nod for 

commercial cultivation of 

GM mustard yet again 

• The Genetic Engineering 

Appraisal Committee (GEAC) 

that functions under the Union 

Environment Ministry have yet 

again cleared the proposal for 

commercial cultivation of 

genetically modified (GM) 

mustard. Though the GEAC 

cleared the proposal in 2017, the 

Ministry vetoed it and suggested 

that the panel hold more studies 

on GM crops. 
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• The GEAC had gone through the details submitted by the applicant, the Centre for 

Genetic Manipulation of Crop Plants (CGMCP), and gave necessary approvals for the 

cultivation of GM mustard. This will be the second GM crop after GM cotton that can 

be commercially cultivated in the country now. 

• GEAC allowed the environmental release of two varieties of genetically engineered 

mustard so that it can be used for developing new parental lines and hybrids under the 

supervision of the Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR).  

• Considering the application of the CGMCP, the GEAC also set certain conditions for 

clearance. It includes that the approval is for a limited period of four years and is 

renewable for two years at a time based on the compliance report. External experts 

will visit the growing sites of the crop at least once during each season. 

• The applicant should also develop and deposit the DNA fingerprints of the approved 

varieties to the ICAR. 
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ISRO to boost NavIC, widen the user base of the location system 

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is working on a series of 

improvements to NavIC, or India’s equivalent of the Global Positioning System 

(GPS), so that more people are motivated to install and use it. Plans are also afoot to 

give it a global reach. 

• NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation), or the Indian Regional Navigation 

Satellite System (IRNSS), is a constellation of seven satellites akin to the U.S. GPS, 

the European Galileo and the Russian GLONASS, and can be used to track location. 

• Though available for use in mainland India and within 1,500 km around it, the system 

is not in wide regular use in India primarily because mobile phones have not been 

made compatible to process its signals.  

• The Indian government has been pressing manufacturers to add compatibility and has 

set a deadline of January 2023, but media reports suggest this is unlikely before 2025. 

 

Bats evicted from Manipur cave for tourism, says study 

• A colony of bats was evicted from a Manipur cave system with a Palaeolithic past to 

make it tourist-friendly, a zoological study that recorded new fauna in the State has 

said. 

• The Khangkhui, locally called Khangkhui Mangsor, is a natural limestone cave. 

Excavations carried out by Manipur’s archaeologists had revealed the cave was home 

to Stone Age communities. 

• The cave was also used as a shelter by the local people during the Second World War 

after the Japanese forces advanced to Manipur and the adjoining Nagaland.  

 

Rishi Sunak becomes Britain’s first non-white Prime Minister 

• The 42-year-old former Chancellor of the Exchequer is of Indian descent; he vows to 

fix ‘mistakes’ committed by former PM Liz Truss; Labour Party leader tweets that he 

has ‘no mandate and the British people have had no say’. 

• It was a historic day for the United Kingdom, which got its first-ever non-white Prime 

Minister in Rishi Sunak, the former Chancellor of the Exchequer and Britain’s 

youngest Prime Minister in recent times. 
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• Mr Sunak, 42, is of Indian descent and was born to parents who migrated to Britain 

from East Africa. The former investment banker and the hedge fund manager will have 

the daunting task of trying to get the British economy back on the rails while 

attempting to unite the Conservative Party, which has produced three Prime Ministers 

in under two months. 

• Rishi Sunak becoming the first British Indian Prime Minister is a historic moment. 

This simply would not have been possible even a decade or two ago. 

 

‘Burning of fossil fuels killed over 3 lakh Indians in 2020’ 

• An estimated 3,30,000 people died in India due to exposure to particulate matter from 

fossil fuel combustion in 2020, says the 2022 report of The Lancet. The report adds 

that from 2000-2004 to 2017-2021, heat-related deaths increased by 55% in India. 

• The new findings presented in the seventh annual global report of the Lancet 

Countdown on Health and Climate Change also pointed to the fact that governments 

and companies continue to follow strategies that increasingly threaten the health and 

survival of people, and future generations. 

• Among other findings in the report, 45% of urban centres in India are classified as 

moderately green or above. Giving an indication of the economic loss, the report states 

that in 2021, Indians lost 16,720 crore potential labour hours due to heat exposure with 

income losses equivalent to about 5.4% of the national GDP. 

 

Ethiopia 

• The first formal African Union-

led peace talks between an 

Ethiopian government team and 

Tigray forces (since the war of 

2020 with Tigray), in South 

Africa, have started. 

• The history of conflict in 

Ethiopia starts from the modern 

period from around the 1850s to 

the present.  
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• During this time, there was a mix of warfare and nation-building under the reigns of 

the emperors, notably Menelik and later Haile Selassie, to the regime of Mengistu 

Haile Mariam, and later the Transitional Government of Ethiopia (TGE) under soldier-

politician Meles Zenawi beginning 1991. 

• While with the term of Abiy Ahmed, the long-drawn conflict over nearly 20 years may 

have ended, ethnic politics and economic hurdles have not stopped.  

• In 2020, a year after Mr Ahmed was awarded the Nobel Prize, Tigray in the north 

erupted in conflict against government forces, triggering charges of Ethiopia’s 

gruesome human rights violations against Tigrayans. 

 

Cyclone Sitrang kills at least 24 people in Bangladesh 

• A cyclone that lashed 

Bangladesh left at least 24 

people dead and about 8 

million without power across 

the delta nation. 

• The government said about 

10,000 homes were damaged 

and more than 6,000 hectares 

of crops were destroyed. 

Thousands of fishing projects 

were also washed away. 

• Cyclone Sitrang brewed in the Bay of Bengal before turning north toward 

Bangladesh’s vast coast, prompting authorities to evacuate hundreds of thousands of 

people to cyclone shelters. 

 

What is a dirty bomb and why is Russia talking about one now? 

• In Russia’s latest advocacy campaign over its invasion of Ukraine, Moscow has 

focused on accusations that Kyiv might be planning to use a so-called “dirty bomb” – 

a conventional explosive device laced with toxic nuclear material. 

• Dirty bombs do not create city-flattening atomic explosions but are designed to spread 

toxic waste. Security experts have worried about them mostly as a form of terrorist 



 

7 

 

27.10.2022 | Thursday 

weapon to be used on cities to cause havoc among civilians, rather than as a tactical 

device for use by warring parties in conflict. 

• Experts say the immediate health impact would probably be limited since most people 

in an affected area would be able to escape before experiencing lethal doses of 

radiation. But the economic damage could be massive from having to evacuate urban 

areas or even abandon whole cities. 

 

Ancient stewardship now stamped on the present 

• Written by Kalki Krishnamurthy, Ponniyin Selvan (PS), or ‘Son of the Cauvery’ is a 

novel about the great Chola king. This king’s genius shines resplendently in the 

Brihadisvara temple (Thanjavur district, Tamil Nadu). 

• The king that we are talking about is Raja-Dhi-Raj, ‘Rajakesari’ ‘Arulmoli’ Raja Raja 

Chola I.  

• Raja Raja Chola I was not the first Chola King to focus on water. The illustrious 

Karikala Chola created the great anicut of Kallanai (Tamil Nadu), one of the oldest 

water regulatory structures and a heritage irrigation structure that is still in use today. 

The great/grand anicut with its multiple channels still ensures that the waters of the 

Cauvery reach the fields.  

• But what Raja Raja Chola did that stood out against the sheer daring of his ancestors 

was the establishment of an astute governance model. 

Uttaramerur inscription: Description of an astute governance model 

• In 2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation stone laying ceremony 

of Parliament highlighted “historical evidence in the village of Uttaramerur... in Tamil 

Nadu” and how “stone inscriptions on the panchayat system prevalent during the 

Chola empire” explained how “every village was categorized as Kudumbu, which we 

call the ward today.  

• One representative from this kudumbus was sent to the General Assembly, as it 

happens today”. The people had the right to recall if any candidate/representative 

failed to declare details of his property.  

• The Chola kings granted autonomy to village councils to make decisions about their 

villages while the kingdom held the power of audit over them.  
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• One of the most remarkable strategies of the great king to unify the land under him 

was to convert landlords into dependent government servants which gave the kingdom 

stability and made the king and his central cabinet the fulcrum around which the 

kingdom operated. 

Water management of the highest order 

• As dictated by Visnu and Vasistha’s Dharma Shastras as well as Chanakya’s 

Arthashastra, instructions on water management followed by him closely.  

• The king’s focus on water conservation and rainwater harvesting was such that his 

kingdom had thousands of ancient tanks serving communities; there were well-laid-

down rules for planning and the management of water.  

• These tanks were never large as they were built according to the topography of the 

Deccan plateau.  

• Surprisingly, every village had a Neerkatti, in charge of irrigation, who supplied water 

from these tanks to the fields by following a schedule.  

• All these activities were under the watchful eye of the village council which discussed, 

planned and managed the resources judiciously.  

• The Parakesarivarman inscriptions highlight the punishment for the unauthorised 

withdrawal of water.  

• In his lifetime, he built over 5,000 dams and set up a water ministry. Some such as the 

Uyyakondan channel (985-1013 AD) are still functional.  

Other examples: 

• The Pallavas had a separate body for lake management called the “Eri Varyam”. King 

Rudradaman of Junagadh, Gujarat, spent all of his personal fortunes repairing the 

embankments of lake Sudarshana when it was destroyed in a cloud burst.  

• The Rani Ki Vav (or the queen’s stepwell) in Gujarat was built by queen Udayamati 

which some say was in memory of King Bhimdev — also a symbol of love, wherein 

a heritage structure quenches the thirst of millions. 
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Dharavi redevelopment project 

• Recently, Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and 

Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 

signed a ‘definitive agreement’ for handing over 47.5 acres 

of Railway land in Dadar for the Dharavi Redevelopment 

Project. 

• The cost of the project is estimated to have gone up by 

almost six times from ₹4,000 crores in 2004 to ₹26,000 

crores in 2019. Now it is estimated to be around ₹28,000 

crores. 

• Phase 1 of the project includes the redevelopment of 

specified areas comprising slum and non-slum sections, 

buildings and chawls. 

 

 

 

 

 

36 satellites launched by ISRO’s heaviest rocket send signals 

• The Indian Space Research Organisation’s heaviest rocket, Launch Vehicle Mark 3 

(LVM3 or GSLV Mark 3) has successfully put into orbit 36 satellites of the U.K.-

based OneWeb. 

• The 43.5-metre LVM3 weighing around 644 tonnes carried 36 satellites weighing 

5,796 kg. OneWeb’s satellites separated successfully from the rocket and were 

dispensed in nine phases, with the signal acquisition on all 36 satellites confirmed. 

With this launch, LVM3 has made its entry into the global commercial launch market. 

• LVM3-M2 is the dedicated commercial satellite mission of NewSpace India Ltd. 

(NSIL), a Central public sector enterprise (CPSE) under the Department of Space. 

This mission is being undertaken as part of the commercial arrangement between 

NSIL and Network Access Associates Ltd. (OneWeb Ltd.), which is a joint venture 

between India’s Bharti Enterprises and the U.K. government. 
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• This is very historic to the country and the Indian Space programme. This is the first-

ever commercial launch of LVM3 with the heaviest payload to LEO. The LVM3 was 

conceived primarily for launching geostationary satellites with a payload capacity of 

4T, which can be used for launching 6T payloads for LEO. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What is Hate Speech? Discuss effectiveness of available 

measures to curb it.  

Q2. Discuss the need for GM mustard for India. Highlight the 

challenges involved in allowing the cultivation of GM food 

crops.  

Q3. “Agricultural waste to wealth” can be a game-changer 

formula for India's agriculture, economy and environment.    

MCQs 
Q1. Ponniyan Selvan novel is story of  

a) Raja raja Choal I 

b) Vikramaditya  

c) Chandragupta II 

d) Ashoka 

Q2. Mawmluh cave is situated in the state of  

a) Meghalaya 

b) Manipur 

c) Mizoram 

d) Sikkim 

Q3. Conflict-affected Tigray region is situated in 

a) Russia 

b) Ukraine 

c) Ethiopia 

d) Sudan 

 


