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Current Affairs of the Day 
Are critically endangered Great Indian Bustards now migrating 

to Pakistan? 

• The recent 

sighting of three 

Great Indian 

Bustards 

(GIBs) deep in 

Pakistan’s 

Cholistan desert 

has given rise to 

speculation that 

the endangered 

birds might 

have flown 

across the 

international 

border from 

India’s Desert 

National Park (DNP). GIBs are critically endangered in Pakistan because of a lack of 

protection and rampant hunting. 

• An Islamabad-based wildlife photographer, Syed Rizwan Mehboob, released pictures 

and a video of the GIBs after spotting them in southern Punjab province’s Cholistan 

game reserve earlier this month.  

• Though he did not claim that the GIBs had arrived from India, environmental activists 

in Jaisalmer district say the birds might have migrated due to their shrinking habitat. 

Conservation program:  

• The GIB — the State bird of Rajasthan — is considered India’s most critically 

endangered bird and is protected under the Wildlife Protection Act. Its population of 

about 150 in Rajasthan accounts for 95% of its total world population. 

• The captive breeding of GIBs was taken up in the DNP through a project executed by 

the Dehradun-based Wildlife Institute of India in 2019. As many as 24 GIB chicks are 
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being reared in DNP by a team supported by the International Fund for Houbara 

Conservation of the United Arab Emirates. 

• As Rajasthan shares the international border with Pakistan’s Sindh and Punjab 

provinces, it is suspected that the GIBs might have flown across to the neighbouring 

country’s desert amid fears that they could become easy prey for the poachers there. 

 

Central panel to probe ‘illegal’ axing of trees in the national park 

• The National 

Green Tribunal 

(NGT) told the 

forest officials of 

Uttarakhand that 

it would direct 

the Union 

government to 

form a 

committee to 

initiate an 

investigation 

into “illegal tree 

cutting” in Jim 

Corbett National 

Park. 

• The NGT’s 

move came after 

it had taken 

cognisance of 

The Hindu’s 

report on the 

felling of trees in 

the Corbett Tiger 

Reserve (CTR). 

The report 

quoted a Forest Survey of India (FSI) report stating that over 6,000 trees were illegally 

cut to pave the way for the Pakhro tiger safari project at the tiger reserve. 
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What ‘viral spillover risk’ means, and how it could lead to new 

pandemics 

• Climate change could shift the species range of certain viral vectors and reservoirs 

northwards, according to a new research article. 

• The effects of climate change range are being witnessed across a range of 

environments – from changes in crop yields due to unreliable weather conditions to 

the extinction of species.  

• According to new research, yet another effect could be the increased risk of “viral 

spillover” in some regions that could cause new pandemics over the next few years. 

• Climate change could shift the species range of certain viral vectors and reservoirs 

northwards, and the High Arctic zone could become fertile ground for emerging 

pandemics. 

Viral spillover: 

• Viruses are some of the most abundant entities on earth, but they need to infect a host’s 

cell in order to replicate.  

• According to the research, these virus/host relationships seem relatively stable within 

superkingdoms, the major groupings of organisms.  

• However, below this rank, viruses may infect a new host from a reservoir host (in 

which it usually resides) by being able to transmit sustainably in a novel host – a 

process defined as ‘viral spillover’. 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss steps taken by India against Child Sexual Abusive 

Material (CSAM) on online platforms.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Great Indian Bustards (GIBs) is a state animal of  

a. Rajasthan 

b. Kerala 

c. Karnataka 

d. Assam 

 


