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Current Affairs of the Day 
How does tokenisation prevent online card fraud? 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated the tokenisation of credit/debit cards 

for online merchants from October 1. 

• Tokenisation “refers to the replacement of actual card details with an alternative code 

called the ‘token’, which shall be unique for a combination of card and the token 

requestor (i.e. the entity which accepts the request from the customer for tokenisation 

of a card and passes it on to the card network to issue a corresponding token).” 

• The RBI says that a tokenised card transaction is considered safer as the actual card 

details are not shared with the merchant. 

 

What are the benefits of tokenisation? 

• The RBI says that a tokenised card transaction is safer as the actual card details are 

not shared with the merchant. 

• Even if a hacker/scammer were to get their hands on one’s token number, they would 

not be able to make indiscriminate use of it. The token generated upon request for a 

specific merchant is unique to a specific card number and is usable only on that 

particular site or mobile app. The token is useless outside of that merchant’s 

ecosystem.  
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• The “new mandate is only for the use of credit/debit cards online. For offline 

merchants, users would continue to swipe the cards on the POS machines as per 

previously existing guidelines.” 

• Popular card network Visa further explains the concept of tokenisation through the 

example of a metro train ticket. It is useful only for that route and not on any other.  

• Similarly, the unique token generated for a specific site is only applicable on that site 

and nowhere else. And if an undesirable third-party gains access to that specific token 

and shops within that specific website, the chances of identifying the party are more 

as their login and phone details would be with the site.  

• However, regardless of whomever, you shop with, be it Amazon or Ola or Swiggy, 

the app should ask your permission to use your credit card details for it to tokenise 

your card. 

 

 

Hindi imposition and its discontents 

• The reported recommendation of the Parliamentary Committee on Official Language 

to use Hindi as the medium of instruction in Central institutions of higher education 

in the Hindi-speaking States and regional languages in other States has once again 

ignited controversy. 

• At different points in time, leaders, starting from Jawaharlal Nehru in the mid-1950s, 

assured the people of Tamil Nadu that there would be no “imposition” of Hindi.  
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• However, in recent years, be it the National Education Policy or reports of English 

signage on National Highways in Tamil Nadu getting replaced with Hindi signage, the 

political class of the State had overwhelmingly expressed its reservations. 

• If reports in sections of the media are an indication, English, as a medium of instruction 

in all technical and non-technical institutions, will be permitted only where it is 

absolutely essential, as the idea is to replace the language gradually with Hindi in those 

institutions. 

 

At DefExpo, India to pitch military tools to Africa, IOR countries 

• India has undertaken a 

transformative journey from 

being the largest defence 

importer to an exporter, 

Defence Minister said at the 

curtain raiser event of the 

12th edition of DefExpo in 

Gandhinagar. 

• Two major conclaves, the 

second edition of both the 

India-Africa Defence 

Dialogue (IADD) and the 

Indian Ocean Region (IOR)-

plus conclave will see India 

pitching its military 

hardware to various 

countries. 

• The Centre has set an 

ambitious target to achieve a 

manufacturing turnover of 

$25 billion, or ₹1,75,000 

crore, including exports of $5 bn in aerospace and defence goods and services by 2025. 

The government has announced a series of measures in this direction. 

• The country’s defence exports which have been growing year on year in the past few 

years touched ₹13,000 crores for 2021-22.  
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‘Public office holder can don the role of private citizen’ 

• High constitutional functionaries, from the President of India to government Ministers, 

need not depend on the state machinery to prosecute his or her defamer, the Supreme 

Court held in a judgment. 

• A constitutional functionary can choose to shed the identity of his high office and don 

the role of a private citizen to prosecute damaging comments made about his public 

functions in the office. 

• Justice V. Ramasubramanian, who authored the verdict, also said a political rival’s 

challenge to a public office holder that he would “expose” the latter’s “scam” would 

not amount to defamation. 

 

About 41.5 crore Indians out of multi-dimensional poverty since 

2005-06 

• About 41.5 crore people exited poverty in India during the 15-year period between 

2005-06 and 2019-21, out of which two-thirds exited in the first 10 years, and one-

third in the next five years, according to the global Multidimensional Poverty Index 

(MPI) released. 

• The report produced by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 

Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) shows that the incidence 

of poverty fell from 55.1% in 2005-06 to 16.4% in 2019-21 in the country and that 

deprivations in all 10 MPI indicators saw significant reductions as a result of which 

the MPI value and incidence of poverty more than halved. 

• Improvement in MPI for India has significantly contributed to the decline in poverty 

in South Asia and it is for the first time that it is not the region with the highest number 

of poor people, at 38.5 crore, compared with 57.9 crore in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

• The report doesn’t fully assess the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on poverty in 

India as 71% of the data from the National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-2021) relied 

upon for MPI were collected before the pandemic. 
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MPI Index: 

• The global MPI constructs a deprivation profile of each household and person through 

10 indicators spanning health, education and standard of living. All indicators are 

equally weighted within each dimension. The global MPI identifies people as 

multidimensionally poor if their deprivation score is 1/3 or higher. 

• Bihar, the poorest State in 2015-2016, saw the fastest reduction in MPI value in 

absolute terms. The incidence of poverty there fell from 77.4% in 2005-2006 to to 

34.7% in 2019-2021. 

Despite the strides made, the report notes that the ongoing task of ending poverty remains 

daunting. India has by far the largest number of poor people worldwide at 22.8 crore, 

followed by Nigeria at 9.6 crore. Two-third of these people live in a household in which 

at least one person is deprived in nutrition. There were also 9.7 crore poor children in 

India in 2019-2021 — more than the total number of poor people, children and adults 

combined, in any other country covered by the global MPI. 
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BJD’s electoral successes in Odisha backed by women self-help 

groups 

• When Abanti Das was 

handpicked as a candidate for 

the Dhamnagar byelection in 

Odisha, the biggest 

qualification the ruling Biju 

Janata Dal (BJD) attributed to 

her candidature was her 

experience in the self-help 

group (SHG) movement. 

• Ms. Das is likely the second 

BJD candidate after Pramilla 

Bisoi, the septuagenarian 

Member of Parliament from 

Ganjam’s Aska constituency, 

who has emerged in Odisha’s 

political arena from the 

BJD’s flagship Mission 

Shakti programme for 

women. 

Mission Shakti programme: 

• Launched as a programme to initiate women into the SHG movement in 2001, Mission 

Shakti has come a long way to become a separate, full-fledged department.  

• The evolution of the women SHG movement is being dubbed a silent revolution, 

transforming the status of women economically, socially and politically, and more so, 

at the family-level.  

• More than 70 lakh women from Odisha’s rural areas are participating in economic 

activities through six lakh SHGs. 

• Apart from their own entrepreneurial ventures, women SHGs have probably grown 

into the biggest outsourcing agencies for the State government in recent years. The 

State Cabinet provides ₹5,000 crore of business to Mission Shakti groups annually. 
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The difference between green crackers and traditional crackers 

• Both green crackers and traditional crackers cause pollution and people should refrain 

from using either. However, the only difference is that green crackers cause 30 per 

cent less air pollution as compared to traditional ones.  

• Green crackers reduce emissions substantially and absorb dust and don’t contain 

hazardous elements like barium nitrate. Toxic metals in traditional crackers are 

replaced with less hazardous compounds.  

• According to the National Green Tribunal (NGT), green crackers are permitted only 

in cities and towns where air quality is moderate or poor. 

Three categories of the green crackers SWAS, SAFAL and STAR developed by the 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

• SWAS is safe water 

releaser, which suppresses 

the dust released by 

releasing water vapour in 

the air. It does not comprise 

potassium nitrate and 

sulphur and the particulate 

dust released will reduce 

approximately by 30 per 

cent. 

• Similarly, STAR is the safe 

thermite cracker, which 

does not comprise 

potassium nitrate and 

sulphur, emits reduced 

particulate matter disposal 

and reduced sound 

intensity.  

• SAFAL is safe minimal 

aluminium which has minimum usage of aluminium, and used magnesium instead. It 

ensures reduction in sound in comparison to traditional crackers. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss role of Self Help Groups in the social, economical 

adn political empowerment of women.  

MCQs 
Q1. The green crackers SWAS, SAFAL and STAR are 

developed  

a. The Defence Research and Development Organisation 

b. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

c. The Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation 

d. Department of Science and Technology 

 


