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Current Affairs of the Day 
MBBS course in Hindi kicks off in M.P. with the release of 

textbooks 

• Union Home Minister Amit Shah 

launched MBBS textbooks in Hindi, 

making Madhya Pradesh the first State 

in the country to offer medical education 

in the language. 

• Mr Shah called the initiative a moment 

of “renaissance and reconstruction” for 

the education sector in India. 

• He added that after medical, other engineering and technical education would also be 

imparted in Hindi. He said that arrangements had been made for students to write JEE 

and NEET, the entrance examinations for engineering and medical entrances, 

respectively, and UGC exams in 12 languages, and the Common University 

Admission Test in 13. 

 

Russia joins the race to supply light battle tanks to Indian Army 

• Russia will field its Sprut-SDM1 

light amphibious tank for the Indian 

Army’s upcoming tender for light 

tanks and has submitted technical 

details of the same, according to an 

official from Rosoboronexport. 

• Following the standoff with China 

in eastern Ladakh, the Indian Army 

is prioritising the procurement of a 

light tank, named ‘Zorawar’, for 

deployment in the mountains. The Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) and Larsen & Toubro (L&T) are jointly developing a tank as per Army 

specifications. 
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Public dashboard to track the progress of remediation of legacy 

landfills 

• Preparations to complete one of the targets of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) 2.0 

that was launched a year ago — the remediation of all legacy landfills in the country 

— are in full swing and a public dashboard on the progress at 2,200 such sites is in the 

offing, Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry officials said. 

• Launched on October 1, 2021, by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the mission aims at 

making all cities “garbage-free” by the end of its five-year period.  

• The process of reconciliation of the details of all such sites was on and the online 

dashboard that would be launched in November would contain the exact number, size 

and remediation plans of the sites, which are estimated to be around 2,200. These 

“sizeable” landfills each contain at least 1,000 tonnes of waste and their preparations 

would be completed in this financial year, the official added. 

• Through the portal, citizens would be able to track the progress of their cities’ action 

plans for the remediation of legacy landfills. The plans cover everything from 

remediation to the eventual reuse of the land.  

• Once removed, the sites would free up 15,000 acres of land, the official said. For 

instance, the largest such landfill, in Mumbai, is spread over 300 acres and contains 

2.60 crore tonnes of waste, according to the Ministry.  

• Delhi’s three landfills — Ghazipur, Bhalswa and Okhla — contain around 2.8 crore 

tonnes of waste.  
 

‘India’s coal mines are severely under-utilised amid push for new 

ones’ 

• On average, India’s coal mines use only two-thirds of the capacity, with some large 

ones using only 1%, says an analysis by Global Energy Monitor (GEM), a firm that 

tracks the utilisation of the fuel source internationally. 

• This suggests that 99 of India’s coal mine projects, expected to yield 427 million 

tonnes per annum (MTPA), under development are unnecessary, and opening new 

coal mines would not contribute to easing short-term supply crunches. 

• At least twice last year, India experienced severe coal crises, with more than 100 of 

285 thermal power plants witnessing coal stocks fall below the critical mark of 25% 

of the required stock.  
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• In over 50 plants, it fell below 10%. This led to power shortages in several States, 

including Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh.  

• GEM performed its analysis by surveying annual reports of Coal India, the largest coal 

producer in the world, and its subsidiaries and underlines that the company has not 

listed capacity constraints as among the reasons it fails to reach production targets. 

Instead, it blames “..competition from renewables, infrastructure impasses, and land-

use concerns for hindering output...” the report notes. 

Displacement:  

• Coal mines under development threaten to displace at least 165 villages and affect 

87,630 families, of which 41,508 live in areas where the predominant population is 

tribal communities.  

• These also threaten 22,686 hectares (ha) of agricultural land and 19,297 ha of forest 

and will consume at least 168,041 kilolitres of water per day, comparable to the daily 

water needs of over one million people, according to GEM. 

• On the heels of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement of a net zero target of 

2070, these new mines “... increase India’s likelihood of stranded assets, delay a clean 

energy future — and in the process pose irreversible impacts on India’s rural 

communities and environments for the sake of economically precarious mining 

ventures”, the report underlines. 

 

India has potential to attract $475 billion in FDI in 5 years: report 

• Even as the COVID-19 pandemic and geopolitical conflict resulted in investor 

uncertainty, India has the potential to attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows of 

$475 billion in the next five years due to the focus on reforms and economic growth, 

according to a report by the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) and EY. 

• The report noted that FDI in India has seen a consistent rise in the past decade, with 

FY 2021-22 receiving an FDI inflow of $84.8 billion despite the impact of the 

pandemic and geopolitical developments on investment sentiment. 

• India is seen as an emerging manufacturing hub in global value chains, as a growing 

consumer market and as a hub for ongoing digital transformation.  

• In addition, in a rapidly changing geopolitical environment, India’s large and stable 

democracy and consistent reform measures are recognized by the MNCs 

(multinational companies). 
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• The report titled, Vision — Developed India: Opportunities and Expectations of 

MNCs, added that 71% of MNCs working in India consider the country an important 

destination for their global expansion.  

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss merits and demerits of New Pension Scheme vis 

a vis Old Pension Scheme.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is the first Indian state to launch 

MBBS course in Hindi? 

a. Madhya Pradesh 

b. Rajasthan 

c. Uttar Pradesh 

d. Bihar 

 


