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Current Affairs of the Day 
Global Hunger Index is out, India in ‘serious’ category at rank 

107 

• India ranks 

107 out of 

121 

countries on 

the Global 

Hunger 

Index in 

which it 

fares worse 

than all 

countries in 

South Asia 

barring war-

torn 

Afghanistan. 

• The Global 

Hunger 

Index (GHI) 

is a tool for 

comprehensively measuring and tracking hunger at global, regional, and national 

levels. GHI scores are based on the values of four component indicators - 

undernourishment, child stunting, child wasting and child mortality.  

• Countries are divided into five categories of hunger on the basis of their score, which 

are ‘low’, ‘moderate’, ‘serious’, ‘alarming’ and ‘extremely alarming. 
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No carbon dating at Gyanvapi, says court 

 

Carbon dating illustration: 
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Electoral bonds fully transparent: Centre 

• The Union government termed electoral bonds (EBs) an “absolutely transparent” 

method of political funding, even as the Supreme Court fixed a clutch of challenges 

to the Centre’s scheme for a detailed hearing. 

• A bench of justices BR Gavai and BV Nagarathna also agreed to examine on the next 

date a plea by some of the petitioners for referring the case to the Chief Justice of India 

to set up a constitution bench of five judges to examine issues related to the impact of 

EBs on free and fair elections. 
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• The electoral bonds system was introduced in 2017 by way of a money bill introducing 

amendments in the Finance Act and the Representation of People Act. It was 

implemented in 2018. 

An anonymous route of funding 

• The Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) claimed that EBs are an anonymous 

route of funding that amounted to legitimising bribery, as corporate donors could fund 

the party in power in a state or the Centre as a matter of quid pro quo.  

• These donations enjoy 

100% tax exemption 

and even foreign 

companies can donate 

through Indian 

subsidiaries. 

• The electoral bonds 

scheme has opened the 

floodgates to unlimited 

corporate donations to 

political parties and 

anonymous financing 

by Indian as well as 

foreign companies, 

which can have serious 

repercussions on Indian 

democracy, the ADR 

claimed. 

• It pointed out that the Finance Act of 2017 exempts contributions by way of electoral 

bonds to be disclosed even to the Election Commission under Section 29C of the 

Representation of Peoples Act. 

Sealed cover jurisprudence: 

• This position was, however, changed by virtue of an order by the Supreme Court in 

April 2019 when it introduced an interim “safeguard” by directing all political parties 

to submit details of receipts of EBs to the Election Commission in a sealed cover.  

• This was done as an interim measure till the pending petitions challenging the validity 

of these electoral bonds are decided. 
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Hawaii: 5.0 earthquake hits during Mauna Loa volcano unrest 

A magnitude-5.0 

earthquake was the 

strongest of a series of 

temblors that struck 

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, 

the largest active 

volcano on the planet 

that scientists say is in a 

“state of heightened 

unrest.” Smaller 

aftershocks followed, 

according to the US 

Geological Survey. 
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Why countries like Bolivia and New Zealand have awarded legal 

rights to non-humans 

As the world fights climate change and the exploitation of nature, countries like Ecuador 

and New Zealand have taken some significant steps in bringing laws into the natural 

world. 

 

Bolivia granted all nature rights equal to that of humans in 2011, establishing the Law of 

the Rights of Mother Earth, which redefined Mother Earth as “an indivisible community 

of all living systems and living organisms, interrelated, interdependent and 

complementary, which share a common destiny.” (Photo via Wikimedia Commons) 

• With novel approaches being put forth for tackling the climate crisis in the last few 

years, the concept of granting legal rights to natural entities has been discussed in a 

recent report. 

• Consultancy group Jigsaw Foresight and The Law Society of England and Wales, in 

their report published in August 2022 titled ‘Law in the Emerging Bio Age’, have 

proposed giving legal rights to plants, animals, and non-living entities is crucial to 

building meaningful human-environment relationships in the future. Experts have said 

changes in legal frameworks could help. 
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• The report focused on rapid developments in biotechnology and the need to understand 

its ethical consequences on humanity’s relationship with the environment. 

The “bio age”: 

• As per the report, the increased integration of biotechnology in human life will bring 

in the bio age. Integration of life sciences with modern technology through the 

production of genetically modified organisms (GMOs), engineering of genes to 

enhance disease resistance, gene editing, and more, indicate that biotechnology is most 

likely to pervade our lives in the future. 

• It will mark the end of 

the digital Information 

Age, says the report, and 

this era will require 

legal intervention to 

hold researchers 

accountable for the 

impact of their work on 

the environment. 

• This is where the 

question of nature as a 

“juristic person” or an 

entity recognized in law 

as a person, which 

otherwise is not, comes 

in.  

• As the Law Society 

report argues, granting 

legal rights and 

protection to non-human systems – flora, fauna, rivers, ecosystems and landscapes – 

would recalibrate human-environment relationships and bring ethical conduct to the 

field. 

Ecuador: The first country in the world to recognise the rights of nature 

The South American country of Ecuador, in 2008, approved a Constitution that grants 

tropical forests, islands, rivers and air, legal rights to “exist, flourish and evolve”. 
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Xi Jinping, the Chinese Communist Party, and India 

• Xi Jinping is set to get a third term as general secretary of the Chinese Communist 

Party (CCP) and President of China.  

• The CCP’s 20th National Congress beginning in Beijing on October 16 is a very 

important moment in China’s politics, with implications for the world at large.  

• From the developments in the run-up to the Congress, it appears very likely that Xi 

Jinping will be approved for a third term as general secretary. Reconfirmation as 

president will only happen in March at the National People’s Congress. 

Why is this unusual? 

• Former leader Deng Xiaoping had left the legacy that CCP general secretaries would 

step down after serving two five-year terms.  

• Former General Secretaries Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao adhered to this roadmap. Xi 

Jinping is flouting this unwritten rule and has control over the party to achieve a third 

term. 

And why does Xi desire a third term? 

Since taking over as general secretary in 2012, Xi Jinping has started two very important 

reforms. 

• First, he is attempting to reform China’s economy so that it moves from being a 

manufacturing economy or the “factory of the world” to an innovation-based, thought-

led economy. This is still a work in progress, and Xi needs more time to complete the 

job. 

• Second, Xi has begun changing the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to make it a 

modern, war-fighting machine. This reform too is a work in progress. 

Implications for India: 

• India is a large, populous nation. But the way India is structured is the antithesis of the 

Chinese way. India is an open, transparent, democratic nation based on the rule of law. 

China is the exact opposite. 

• The fundamental values of India and China are completely different from each other. 

The interests of each nation will increasingly be dictated by their basic values. Hence, 

Indian interests will be in conflict with Chinese interests. This is already playing out. 
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• This is also the reason why Xi is wary of India and its progress. Unfortunately, India-

China tensions are set to increase. India can rise to the challenge posed by China 

through strategic patience and by rapidly growing its economy over a period of time. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss the challenges and opportunities in “India as Pharmacy 

of the world”. 

MCQs 
Q1. The South American country of Ecuador in 2008, approved a 

Constitution that grants tropical forests, islands, rivers and air, legal 

rights to “exist, flourish and evolve”. Ecuador is situated in the 

continent of  

a. Africa 

b. South America 

c. North America 

d. Asia 

 


