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Current Affairs of the Day 
Annie Ernaux wins Literature Nobel 

• French author Annie Ernaux, 

known for her deceptively 

simple novels drawing on 

personal experiences of class 

and gender, was awarded the 

Nobel Prize in Literature. 

• Ms. Ernaux, 82, was honoured 

“for the courage and clinical 

acuity with which she uncovers 

the roots, estrangements and 

collective restraints of personal 

memory”, the jury said. 

• Interviewed on Swedish 

television immediately after the 

announcement, Ms. Ernaux 

called it a “very great honour” 

and “a great responsibility”. 

• Her more than 20 books, many 

of which have been school texts in France for decades, offer one of the most subtle, 

insightful windows into the social life of modern France. 

• Personal experiences are the source for all of Ms. Ernaux’s work and she is the pioneer 

of France’s “autofiction” genre, which gives narrative form to real-life experience. 

 

The Indian-made LCH ‘Prachand’ and its significance 

• The Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) is the only attack helicopter in the world that can 

land and take off at an altitude of 5,000 metres (16,400 ft). 

• The helicopter can fly at a maximum speed of 288 kmph and has a combat radius of 

500 km, which can go up to a service ceiling of 21,000 feet, making it ideal to operate 
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in Siachen. It incorporates several stealth features such as reduced radar and infra-red 

signatures. 

• It can be deployed to perform Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR), bunker busting 

operations, counter-insurgency operations in the jungle and urban areas and support 

the ground forces. 

 

Time for the gig economy: Moonlighting 

• Moonlighting is a state where 

employees work for 

remuneration with entities other 

than their employers. It is not 

defined in any of the statutes in 

India. However, there are 

enactments that deal with double 

employment. 

• Moonlighting is subject to law of 

the land. The sphere of 

employment cannot be extended 

by the employer beyond working hours and outside his place of employment. 

• The Courts of law in India dealing with employment are Writ Courts and Labour 

Courts, which exercise jurisdiction based on equity or fairness. Therefore, the Courts 

may lean in favour of the employee unless the contravention of the employee has led 

to serious prejudice and loss to the employer. 

 

‘Can read, talk’: Vyommitra’s skills get a lift-off with digital grey 

matter 

• Vyommitra, the humanoid designed and developed by the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) to fly aboard unmanned test missions ahead of the Gaganyaan 

human space-flight mission, is undergoing pre-flight ground tests at the ISRO Inertial 

Systems Unit (IISU) here. 

• The Gaganyaan programme would demonstrate human spaceflight by sending a crew 

to a 400-km low earth orbit and bringing them back safely. 
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• Over the past few months, the IISU has successfully integrated it with a computer 

“brain”, which enables it to “read” 

control panels aboard the unmanned 

test flights and communicate with the 

ISRO ground stations. 

• The ISRO and the IISU were in the 

news when they unveiled Vyommitra, a 

“female” robot astronaut, in 2020. 

Vyommitra is a half-humanoid lacking 

lower limbs.  

• The IISU was responsible for the 

design, development, and integration of the robot, while the Vikram Sarabhai Space 

Centre (VSSC) at Thumba here developed its fingers. 

• The AI-enabled robot is designed to fly aboard a rocket, withstanding vibrations and 

shock during the flight, he said. It has been designed to resemble a human with facial 

expressions and speech and sight capabilities. 

• In the meantime, Vyommitra is set to get a digital twin. The “twin” will undergo 

computer simulations where the control systems are tested for microgravity 

conditions. The twin will be developed in collaboration with academic institutions 

such as the IITs. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the performance of the Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) initiatives in India since enactment of the 

Companies act 2013.  

MCQs 
Q1. Recently seen in news a lot Moonlighting term is related to 

a. Labour Market 

b. Space science 

c. Religious rituals 

d. Semiconductor industry 

 


