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Current Affairs of the Day 
What happened to the Nord Stream pipelines? 

• Four leaks were reported 

at different points in the 

Nord Stream pipelines, 

linking Russia and 

Europe. Two of the leaks 

were in Swedish waters 

while the other two were 

reported from Danish 

waters.  

• The European Union said 

they suspected “sabotage” 

behind the leaks while the 

Russian Foreign Ministry 

said that the ruptures to 

the pipelines took place in 

territory that was “fully 

under the control” of U.S. 

intelligence agencies. 

The Nord Stream pipelines: 

• The $7.1 (€7.4) billion Nord Stream 1 subsea pipeline has been operational since 2011 

and is the largest single supply route for Russian gas to Europe.  

• The Russian state-owned gas company Gazprom has a majority ownership in the 

pipeline, and while it was running at just 20% of its capacity since the Russia-Ukraine 

conflict began, the company, in early September fully cut gas flows from the pipeline 

on the pretext of maintenance.  

• According to Bloomberg, while 40% of Europe’s pipeline gas came from Russia 

before the war, the number now stands at just 9%. The construction of the $11 billion-

worth Nord Stream 2 was completed in 2021 but never began commercial operations.  

• Even though both pipelines were not running commercially, they had millions of cubic 

metres of gas stored in them. 
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Fast-melting Arctic ice is turning the ocean acidic, threatening 

life 

• The team also identified a strong correlation between the accelerated rate of melting 

ice and the rate of ocean acidification. 

• A team of researchers has flagged the changing chemistry of the western region of the 

Arctic Ocean after discovering acidity levels increasing three to four times faster than 

ocean waters elsewhere. 

• The team also identified a strong correlation between the accelerated rate of melting 

ice and the rate of ocean acidification. The study is the first analysis of Arctic 

acidification that includes data from 1994 to 2020. 
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• Scientists have predicted that by 2050, Arctic sea ice in this region will no longer 

survive the increasingly warm summers. As a result, the ocean’s chemistry will grow 

more acidic, creating life-threatening problems for the diverse population of sea 

creatures, plants and other living things that depend on a healthy ocean.  

• Crabs, for example, live in a crusty shell built from the calcium carbonate prevalent in 

ocean water. Polar bears rely on healthy fish populations for food, fish and sea birds 

rely on plankton and plants, and seafood is a key element of many humans’ diets. 

Seawater is normally alkaline, with a pH value of around 8.1. 

They point to sea-ice melt as the key mechanism to explain this rapid pH decrease because 

it changes surface water in three primary ways. 

• First, the water under the sea ice, which had a deficit of carbon dioxide, now is exposed 

to the atmospheric carbon dioxide and can take it up freely. 

• The seawater mixed with meltwater is light and can’t mix easily into deeper waters, 

which means the carbon dioxide is concentrated at the surface. 

• The meltwater dilutes the carbonate ion concentration in the seawater, weakening its 

ability to neutralise the carbon dioxide into bicarbonate and rapidly decreasing ocean 

pH. 
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What is the Light Combat Helicopter being inducted into the Air 

Force today? 

• The indigenous Light 

Combat Helicopter (LCH), 

capable of destroying 

enemy air defence, 

conducting counter-

insurgency strikes and 

much more, is set to be 

formally inducted into the 

Indian Air Force (IAF) at 

the Jodhpur air base. 

• According to its makers, the LCH is the only attack helicopter in the world which can 

land and take off at an altitude of 5,000 meters with a considerable load of weapons 

and fuel, meeting the specific requirements laid out by the Indian Armed Forces. 

The genesis of the helicopter: 

• It was during the 1999 Kargil war that the need was first felt for a homegrown 

lightweight assault helicopter that could hold precision strikes in all Indian battlefield 

scenarios. This meant a craft that could operate in very hot deserts and also in very 

cold high altitudes, in counter-insurgency scenarios to full-scale battle conditions. 

• The LCH has been designed as a twin-engine, dedicated combat helicopter of 5.8-ton 

class, thus categorised as light.  

Features, the significance of the LCH 

• LCH has a maximum take-off weight of 5.8 tonnes, a maximum speed of 268 

kilometres per hour, a range of 550 kilometres, the endurance of over three hours and 

a service ceiling — the maximum density altitude to which it can fly — of 6.5 

kilometres. 

• The helicopter uses radar-absorbing material to lower radar signature and has a 

significantly crash-proof structure and landing gear. A pressurised cabin offers 

protection from nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) contingencies. 

• With these features, the LCH has the capabilities of combat roles such as destruction 

of enemy air defence, counter-insurgency warfare, combat search and rescue, anti-

tank, and counter-surface force operations. 
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‘62% rural houses have tap water connections’ 

• Around 62% of rural households in India have fully functional tap water connections 

within their premises, according to a survey commissioned by the Union Ministry of 

Water Resources to assess the functioning of the government’s marquee Jal Jeevan 

Mission. 

• Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Goa, and Puducherry reported more than 80% of 

households with fully functional connections, while fewer than half the households in 

Rajasthan, Kerala, Manipur, Tripura, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram and 

Sikkim had such connections. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss the potential and challenges inherent in satellite 

internet.  

MCQs 
Q1. The NORD pipeline connects Russia with  

a. Europe 

b. China 

c. Iran 

d. Pakistan  

 


