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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC axes 51-year-old curb, single women get equal abortion rights 

• In a historic 

judgment, 

the Supreme 

Court 

declared that 

single 

women with 

pregnancies 

between 20 

and 24 

weeks are 

entitled to 

access the same safe and legal abortion care as married women. 

• A three-judge Bench, led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, pried open the restrictive grip 

of a 51-year-old abortion law which barred unmarried women from terminating 

pregnancies that are up to 24 weeks old. 

• The judgment came in an appeal by a person who wanted to terminate her pregnancy 

before her term was completed 24 weeks. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

(MTP) Act, 1971 prohibits unmarried women who are between 20 and 24 weeks 

pregnant to abort with the help of registered doctors. 

• “The rights of reproductive autonomy, dignity and privacy give an unmarried woman 

the right of choice as to whether or not to bear a child on a similar footing as that of a 

married woman,” Justice Chandrachud held in order. 

• The court declared that prohibiting single women with pregnancies up to 24 weeks 

from accessing abortion while allowing married women with the same term of 

pregnancy to avail the care amounted to discrimination. The court said a single woman 

may have suffered the same “change in material circumstances” as a married pregnant 

woman. 
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UNESCO lists 50 iconic Indian textiles 

 

Hand-embroidered shawls made by the Toda community of the Nilgiris in Tamil 

Nadu are on display. 

• UNESCO released a list of 50 exclusive and iconic heritage textile crafts of the 

country. Toda embroidery and Sungadi from Tamil Nadu, Himroo from Hyderabad, 

and Bandha tie and dye from Sambalpur in Odisha were some of the textiles that made 

the cut. 

• Handmade for the 21st Century: Safeguarding Traditional Indian Textile lists the 

histories and legends behind the textiles, describes the complicated and secret 

processes behind their making, mentions the causes for their dwindling popularity, and 

provides strategies for their preservation. 

• According to UNESCO, one of the major challenges to the safeguarding of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in South Asia is the lack of proper inventory and documentation. 

The publication, which aims to bridge this gap, brings together years of research on 

the 50 selected textiles. 

• Some of the iconic handcrafted textiles documented from north India are Khes from 

Panipat, Chamba rumals from Himachal Pradesh, Thigma or wool tie and dye from 

Ladakh, and Awadh Jamdani from Varanasi. 

Finding a place 

• From the south, Ilkal and Lambadi or Banjara embroidery from Karnataka, and 

Sikalnayakanpet Kalamkari from Thanjavur have been included. 
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• Kunbi weaves from Goa, Mashru weaves and Patola from Gujarat, Himroo from 

Maharashtra and Garad-Koirial from West Bengal also find a place among the 50 

iconic textiles. 

 

Ensure equal Net privacy for Indians and others: Centre 

• The government stated in the Supreme Court that it expects social media companies, 

however “big” they were, to treat Indian users’ privacy on a par with foreign 

customers. 

• Many directions of the Central government are flouted. Many legal directions under 

the statutory regime are flouted. The government is in the process of making a law to 

protect social media users. 

• The case is based on a petition challenging a 2016 policy of instant messaging app – 

WhatsApp – to give Facebook access to information and personal details shared by 

millions of its users. 

• The petitioners had said the policy was a violation of their privacy and free speech. 

The duo had moved the apex court after the Delhi High Court upheld the contract. 

• The High Court had taken a nuanced position by confirming the legality of the policy 

while directing WhatsApp to “delete completely” from its server information or data 

or details of all users who choose to delete their account. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss reasons behind failure of India to get “big” social 

media companies to treat Indian users’ privacy on a par with 

foreign customers.  

MCQs 
Q1. UNESCO released a list of 50 exclusive and iconic heritage 

textile crafts of the country. Among these Toda embroidery and 

Sungadi belong to 

a. TamilNadu 

b. Odisha 

c. Gujarat 

d. Assam 

 


