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Current Affairs of the Day 
Centre’s push for NavIC system lands smartphone giants on 

unknown road 

• The Union government is pushing tech giants to make smartphones compatible with 

its home-grown navigation system within months, worrying the likes of Samsung, 

Xiaomi and Apple who fear elevated costs and disruptions as the move requires 

hardware changes, according to two industry sources and government documents seen 

by Reuters. 

• In line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s drive for self-reliance, India has over the 

years expanded the use of its regional navigation satellite system called NavIC 

(Navigation with Indian Constellation). 

Foreign systems 

• The Union government wants to reduce dependence on foreign systems, including the 

widely used U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS), and says NavIC provides more 

accurate domestic navigation and that its use would benefit the economy. 

• China, the European Union, Japan and Russia have their own global or regional 

navigation systems to rival GPS. Operational since 2018, NavIC’s uptake is minimal; 

it is mandated in public vehicle location trackers, for example. 

• But government and industry documents show Mr. Modi’s administration and space 

officials want to broaden its use. 

 

OBCs not on Central list can apply under EWS for Union 

government posts: DoPT 

• People belonging to Other Backward Classes (OBC) communities in the State list but 

not in the Central list will be eligible to apply for posts and services of the Government 

of India under the EWS quota criteria, provided they fulfill all other requirements, the 

Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has said in a list of FAQs it has put out 

on how to recruit under the 10% reservation provided for Economically Weaker 

Sections (EWS). 
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• This comes at a time a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court is hearing a batch of 

petitions challenging the constitutionality of the EWS quota and has repeatedly voiced 

concerns of it eating into the 50% for the unreserved category — meant to be open for 

all irrespective of their caste, creed, or religion. 

• In addition to this, the DoPT, in the list of FAQs issued to States and Union Territories 

last week, added that members of the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes will not 

be eligible to apply for Central government positions irrespective of where they reside 

(even if the State of residence does not recognise their community as an SC or ST). 

Unfilled vacancies 

• Further, the DoPT has clarified that unfilled EWS vacancies for a particular 

recruitment year cannot be carried over to the next and that successive attempts to fill 

these vacancies with EWS candidates should be made.  

• “Thereafter, the unfilled vacancies may be filled up, treating them as unreserved 

provided it does not result in excess representation in the general category beyond the 

number added on account of non-availability of EWS candidate,” the DoPT said. 

 

Live-streaming, online RTI portal: SC takes big steps on 

transparency 

• Chief Justice of India 

U.U. Lalit assured a 

litigant that a dedicated 

platform is being planned 

to livestream Supreme 

Court proceedings. The 

Chief Justice’s remarks 

came a few days after 

Justice D.Y. 

Chandrachud, in a similar 

fashion, spoke in open 

court about the opening 

up of a Right to Information (RTI) portal. 

• These remarks by the two senior-most judges of the top court provided glimpses of a 

court edging closer and closer towards complete transparency. 
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Moving towards transparency:  

• The move towards transparency can be traced over the past seven years. It, however, 

started with a big negative in 2015. The court struck down the National Judicial 

Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act and the 99th Constitutional Amendment in 

2015. 

• But the aftermath of the judgment also saw the court invite public opinion on ways to 

improve the opaque Collegium system of judicial appointments. It received over 

11,500 views from the public. The ensuing months saw the Collegium publish its 

resolutions on the Supreme Court website, a practice that continues still. 

• Then came the unprecedented press conference held by four senior-most judges on 

January 12, 2018 to complain about the “selective” allocation of sensitive cases by 

successive Chief Justices of India. This led to the publication of the first-ever “subject-

wise roster” for allocation of cases a month later. 

• The same year saw the Supreme Court deliver its judgment agreeing to live-stream its 

proceedings. But successive Chief Justices remained hesitant to implement its own 

verdict. 

• Recently, a letter from senior advocate Indira Jaising to Chief Justice Lalit, reminding 

him about the live-streaming judgment and agree to beam the Constitution Bench 

proceedings live. 

RTI Portal: 

• Justice Chandrachud assured advocate Prashant Bhushan last week that efforts were 

on to establish an RTI portal for submission of petitions online.  

• The court’s relationship with RTI had not been easy in the past years. Its registry had 

fought tooth and nail in the Delhi High Court and later in appeal in the apex court itself 

about opening up the Chief Justice of India’s office to the transparency law.  

• In 2019, a Constitution Bench settled the issue, declaring that the Office of the Chief 

Justice of India was a ‘public authority’ under the RTI Act. Justice Sanjiv Khanna 

wrote in the judgment that “transparency and accountability go hand-in-hand”. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Semiconductors are the thumbnail-sized building blocks of 

almost every modern electronic device from smartphones 

toconnected devices in the Internet of Things (IoT). Critically 

discuss relevance of India Semiconductor Mission.  

MCQs 
Q1. Rani-ki-Vav, on the banks of the Saraswati River, was initially 

built as a memorial to a king in the 11th century AD. Stepwells are 

a distinctive form of subterranean water resource and storage 

systems on the Indian subcontinent, and have been constructed since 

the 3rd millennium BC. It is situated in the state of  

a. Rajasthan  

b. Haryana 

c. Gujarat 

d. Madhya Pradesh 

 


