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Current Affairs of the Day 
Donations to recognised parties come under the EC lens 

• The Election Commission’s ongoing drive to clean up the electoral space has now 

gone “beyond RUPPs (registered unrecognised political parties)” to cover recognised 

national and State parties. 

• The EC has delisted or declared as inactive 537 registered unrecognised political 

parties for failing to comply with various rules and misusing the Income-Tax (I-T) 

exemption.  

• The official said while taking action against the RUPPs, another discrepancy came to 

light, one that impacts recognised parties too. While the I-T Act allows cash donations 

of up to ₹2,000 only, the Representation of the People Act, 1951, requires parties to 

submit details to the EC of donations of above ₹20,000 each. 

• The EC proposed that parties should declare each donation over ₹2,000, rather than 

the existing limit of ₹20,000. 

 

Southwest monsoon begins early withdrawal in Rajasthan 
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• The southwest monsoon rainfall, 7% more than normal, has started to withdraw. The 

India Meteorological Department (IMD) said that the system had begun retreating 

from parts of southwest Rajasthan and Kutch. 

• The “normal” or average date of withdrawal from southwest Rajasthan was September 

17. The withdrawal of the monsoon was based on meteorological conditions such as 

an anti-cyclonic circulation (dry air that is the opposite of a cyclone), the absence of 

rain in the past five days and the water vapour imagery indicating dry weather 

conditions over the region. 

• The monsoon withdrawal is a long-drawn process and extends into mid-October, 

though the IMD considers September 30 to be the final day of the season over India. 

The rain after that is categorised as “post-monsoon” rainfall. 

• The September rainfall so far has been 11% more than usual, following a trend in 

recent years that is seeing excess rainfall in a month that marks the waning of the 

monsoon. Most of the rain, however, has been in the southern peninsula and central 

India, which have seen 29% and 33% more rain than what is usual for these regions 

in September. 

• India has so far recorded 7% more rain than what is normal for the period from June 

1 to September 20. The surplus is due to excess rain in central and southern India. The 

northwest, eastern and northeastern parts of the country have registered a deficit of 4-

17% of their normal rainfall. 
 

Launched by PM Modi, what does the National Logistics Policy 

aim to achieve? 

• "Due to high logistical cost, the competitiveness of India’s exports is greatly reduced," 

PM Modi had said at the launch of the PM Gati Shakti-National Master Plan for multi-

modal connectivity in October 2021 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the National Logistics Policy, aimed at 

easing the movement of goods and boosting the trade sector in the Indian economy.  

• Currently, logistical costs account for 13 to 14% of India’s GDP, almost double what 

the costs are in developed countries. 

The need for a logistics policy: 

• Logistics broadly includes facilities crucial to trade: transport services for the 

movement of goods, storage facilities that are particularly essential for trade in 
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perishable goods such as food items, fruits, and vegetables, and smooth functioning of 

government services that facilitate trade such as licensing and customs. 

• According to a study, the logistical cost in India is about 13% of GDP. Such a situation 

does not exist in developed countries. Due to high logistical cost, the competitiveness 

of India’s exports is greatly reduced”. 

The features of the National Logistics Policy: 

• The new logistics policy has four features: Integration of Digital System (IDS); 

Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP); Ease of Logistics (ELOG); and System 

Improvement Group (SIG).  

• Under the IDS, 30 different systems of seven departments are integrated – including 

data from the road transport, railways, customs, aviation and commerce departments. 

• A Unified Logistics Interface Platform ULIP will “bring all the digital services related 

to the transportation sector into a single portal”, the PM said.  

• Similarly, a new digital platform Ease of Logistics Services (E-Logs) has also been 

started for industry associations to resolve issues by reaching out to the government. 

Focusing on improving logistics: 

• The Prime Minister mentioned previous programmes and schemes aimed at improving 

logistics aspects, such as the FASTag for electronic toll tax collection and faceless 

assessment for customs.  

• In terms of scale, the biggest of these plans is the Gati Shakti master plan. A single 

platform was launched for ministries to monitor the progress of various infrastructure 

projects.  

• Later, the PM said the Centre was aiming at adding over 200 airports, helipads, and 

water aerodromes where aircraft can land, over the next 4 to 5 years, besides nearly 

doubling the existing natural gas pipeline network of around 19,000 km. 

 

The ‘triple dip’ La Niña 

• La Niña refers to the ENSO phase in which sea-surface temperatures are cooler than 

normal. Continuance of La Niña into 2023 is not bad news from the Indian standpoint, 

but it is not the same for other regions. 
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• The ongoing La Niña phase of the equatorial Pacific Ocean has just been predicted to 

persist for at least another six months, making it one of the longest-ever La Niña 

episodes in recorded history. It is also only the third episode since 1950 to stretch into 

the third year.  

ENSO: 

• The periodic warming and cooling of surface waters in the equatorial Pacific Ocean 

— a phenomenon described as El Niño Southern Oscillations, or ENSO — is known 

to trigger widespread changes in atmospheric conditions, and has a major influence on 

global weather patterns, including the Indian monsoon.  

• La Niña refers to the ENSO phase in which sea-surface temperatures are cooler than 

normal. The warmer phase is known as El Niño. A result of interactions between ocean 

and wind systems, El Niño and La Niña have almost opposite impacts on weather 

events. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1.  The ‘Nonalignment of the past’ had not succeeded, and a way 

has to be found for “multiple engagements of the future”. Discuss 

the statement in the light of India’s recent participation in SCO, 

BRICS as well as I2U2, QUAD.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Kuno National Park is situated in the state of  

a. Kerala 

b. Karnataka 

c. Rajasthan 

d. Madhya Pradesh 

 


