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Current Affairs of the Day 
Death penalty: SC moots fair hearing 

• The Supreme Court 

referred to a Constitution 

Bench on the question of 

how to provide accused in 

death penalty cases a 

“meaningful, real and 

effective” hearing of their 

mitigating circumstances 

before a trial judge. 

• A three-judge Bench led by 

Chief Justice of India U.U. Lalit said the presentation of mitigating factors by an 

accused to avoid the “extreme penalty of death” was a “valuable right”. 

• In many cases, an accused is condemned to the gallows by the trial judge after a rather 

“formal” if not cosmetic sentence hearing. In some cases, the sentencing hearing 

happens on the same day as the order of conviction. 

• While the state is given a chance to present aggravating circumstances against the 

accused throughout the duration of a trial, the accused is given a chance to show 

mitigating circumstances only after conviction, the court noted.  

• “The accused can scarcely be expected to place mitigating circumstances on the 

record, for the reason that the stage for doing so is after conviction… This places the 

convict at a hopeless disadvantage, tilting the scales heavily against him,” the verdict, 

said. 

 

ECI seeks restriction on cash donations to parties, writes to govt. 

• The Election Commission has proposed reducing anonymous political donations to 

₹2,000 from ₹20,000 and cap cash donations at 20% or at a maximum of ₹20 crores 

to cleanse election funding of black money, sources said. 
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• Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar has written a letter to Union Law 

Minister recommending a slew of amendments in the Representation of the People 

(RP) Act, sources said. 

• The proposals are aimed at ushering in reforms and transparency in donations received 

by political parties, and also the expenditure incurred by candidates trying their luck 

at the hustings, they said. 

• As per rules in force currently, political parties have to disclose all donations above 

₹20,000 through their contribution report that is submitted to the EC. If the EC’s 

proposal is approved by the Law Ministry, all donations above ₹2,000 shall be 

reported, thereby enhancing transparency in funding, sources said. 

 

MHA’s notification on convicts’ biometrics 

• The Union Home Ministry on Monday notified rules under the Criminal Procedure 

(Identification) Act 2022 which empowers the police to obtain physical and biological 

samples of convicts and of those accused of crimes. 

• According to the rules, an authorised person can take “measurements” such as finger 

impressions, palm-

print impressions, 

footprint impressions, 

photographs, iris and 

retina scans, physical 

and biological samples 

and their analysis 

referred to in section 

53 or section 53A of 

the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1973.  

• The authorised user 

may take the 

measurements of a 

person arrested in a 

criminal case with the 

approval of a police officer, not below the rank of Superintendent of Police. 
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Can state impose limits on students’ fundamental rights in the 

classroom, asks SC 

• The Supreme Court said the fundamental issue to be decided in the Karnataka hijab 

case is whether the state can impose limitations on the fundamental rights of students 

in classrooms. 

• The court wondered whether religious practices would only mean those ostensibly 

associated with religion. The Bench said wearing a particular dress while conducting 

puja, may be linked to religion. But asked if wearing it outside religious places come 

within the ambit of “religious practice”. Justice Gupta asked whether “religious 

practice” included clothes. 

• Religious practice is not confined to a temple or a dargah, etc. It is part of one’s 

religious conscience. One cannot quarrel with a Muslim woman’s faith or belief to 

wear a hijab. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the impact of the Essential religious 

practices test on the right to religion and other fundamental 

rights.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Essential Religious Practices test was given in  

a. Shirur Mutt Case 

b. Godavarman Case  

c. Shakti Vahini Case 

d. Resurgence India Case 

 


