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Current Affairs of the Day 
Lumpy skin disease virus different from 2019 version 

• The lumpy skin disease (LSD) virus that has killed at least 50,000 cattle in India this 

year may be structurally different from the version of the virus prevalent in India in 

2019, raising questions on whether the new vaccine being developed for safeguarding 

cattle may be 

adequately 

protective. 

• Scientists at the 

Council of 

Scientific and 

Industrial 

Research-

Institute of 

Genomics and 

Integrative 

Biology (CSIR-

IGIB) and the 

State Disease 

Diagnostic 

Centre, Jaipur, analysed five animals with symptoms of the disease and compared 

genomes of the virus extracted from them.  

• Six genomes (there were multiple genomes from a single animal) showed that it had 

“little similarity to global genomes” when compared with genetic sequences from 

earlier outbreaks of the disease. 

• The analysis of the genomes revealed 177 unique variants, none of which were found 

in four genome sequences from India belonging to the 2019 outbreak of the disease 

deposited in GenBank, a popular database. 

• This is significant as Lumpi-ProVacInd, a vaccine developed by the Indian Veterinary 

Research Institute, and the Indian Council of Agricultural Research’s (ICAR) National 

Research Centre on Equines is based on LSD virus samples from cattle in Ranchi 

afflicted in the 2019 outbreak. 
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Net direct tax kitty crosses ₹7 lakh crore 

• India’s net direct tax collections have crossed ₹7 lakh crore so far this year, 23.33% 

more than the 

corresponding period last 

year, signalling a post-

pandemic rebound in the 

economy, the Finance 

Ministry said. 

• Net direct tax collections 

stood at ₹7,00,669 crore, 

compared with ₹5,68,147 

crore as of September 17, 

2021, with corporate taxes 

constituting little over a 

half of the kitty at 

₹3,68,484 crore. The personal income tax and the securities transaction tax (STT) have 

yielded ₹3.3 lakh crore. 

• The Ministry said there had been a “remarkable increase in the speed of processing of 

income tax returns filed during the current financial year” with almost 93% of the duly 

verified ITRs having been processed till September. 

 

The ban on the export of broken rice 

• Recently, the Centre instituted a ban on the export of broken rice. Additionally, it 

mandated an export duty of 20% on rice in the husk (paddy or rough), husked (brown 

rice) and semi-milled or wholly-milled rice.  

• In the ongoing Ethanol Supply Year, because of supply constraints, there has been an 

uptick in the procurement of rice from the FCI. The export ban is a means to catch up 

with this supply and additionally, unburden the FCI from provisioning to distillers. 

• With trade disrupted in the Black Sea region, prices of rice are surging because traders 

are betting it will be an alternative for wheat which is becoming prohibitively 

expensive. India accounted for 41% of the total rice exports in the world in 2021. 

• The measures would ensure adequate availability of broken rice for consumption by 

the domestic poultry industry and for other animal feedstock.  
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• Additionally, it 

would sustain the 

production of 

ethanol which would 

further assist the 

successful 

implementation of 

the Union 

government’s 

Ethanol Blending 

Programme (EBP).  

• However, the 

measures may affect 

countries dependent 

on Indian food 

exports in the face of 

a lost ‘breadbasket’ 

in Ukraine owing to the Russian conflict. 

 

The process of inclusion/exclusion from the Scheduled Tribes 

list   

• The Union Cabinet approved a proposal to add several tribes to the list of Scheduled 

Tribes in States such as Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh and Uttar 

Pradesh. 

• The inclusion of any community in the ST/SC list come into effect only after the 

President assents to a Bill that amends the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 

1950 and the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950, as is appropriate, after it is 

passed by both houses.    

• To establish whether a community is a Scheduled Tribe, the government looks at 

several criteria, including its ethnological traits, traditional characteristics, distinctive 

culture etc 
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Darul Uloom supports survey of madrasas, issues advisory 

• In a press conference of madrasas organised by Darul Uloom in Deoband, the leading 

Islamic seminary said it was not against the ongoing Uttar Pradesh government survey 

of unrecognised madrasas in the State, and appealed to the management of madrasas 

to cooperate with the government officials in carrying out the survey. 

• Rabta Madaris-e-Islamia Arabia, the body that governs the madrasas affiliated with 

Darul Uloom, released a manifesto that included a four-point advisory that said the 

management of madrasas should provide documents to the officials conducting the 

survey and maintain transparency in financial records. 

• It further said the ownership records should be kept in order and the madrasa land 

should be registered as per the law. The madrasas have also been advised to maintain 

a clean and hygienic environment and provide healthy food to students. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. “There is little doubt that China uses Pakistan as a proxy 

military and nuclear power against India.” Discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following are uses of broken rice? 

1. Poultry feed  

2. Animal Feed 

3. Ethanol production 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3  

 


