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For India, the buzzword now is ‘all-alignment’ 

• In his book The India Way, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar offers a critique of 

India’s traditional policy of “non-alignment” where he distinguishes between the 

“optimistic non-alignment” of the past, which he feels has failed, that must give way to 

more realistic “multiple engagements of the future”.  

• He writes, “This is a game best played on the front foot, appreciating that progress on 

any one front strengthens that on all others.” 
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Balancing the blocs 

• To begin with, the visit reinforces his commitment to an Indian foreign policy that 

balances various blocs — pitting India’s membership of the SCO and BRICS (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa) against its membership in the Quad (Australia, 

India, Japan, the U.S.), groups such as the I2U2 ( India-Israel-U.S.-UAE), and the Indo-

Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF).  

• This was highlighted more recently with India joining the Russian-led ‘Vostok’ Army 

Exercises along with China, and plans to host SCO-RATS (or the Regional Anti-

Terrorist Structure of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization) counterterror exercises 

while the Indian Air Force took part in the Australian ‘Pitch Black’ exercises, and the 

Indian Army is planning exercises with the U.S. (Yudh Abhyas) next month close to 

the Line of Actual Control (LAC).  

• Another juxtaposition is that of values over interests, or that of the western brand of a 

“coalition of democracies”, against a more Eurasian brand of a “coalition of common 

goals”.  
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Dealing Individually:   

• The next basket of signals Mr Modi sends out is to individual members of the SCO, 

regardless of whether he will hold a one-on-one with each of their leaders on the 

sidelines or not.  

• The first is to Russian President Vladimir Putin, who is under a western siege over his 

invasion of Ukraine. The Government has not only rejected calls to cut its Russian oil 

imports but it has also done the reverse: imports of Russian oil jumped from 0.66 

million tonnes in the first quarter to 8.42 million tonnes in the second this year.  

• India-China bilateral ties have come to a virtual standstill on most fronts, with the 

exception of trade. It seems likely that the leaders will come face to face during the 

summit, and any discussion will be significant. 

• Other important signals would come from a proposed summit with Iranian President 

Ebrahim Raisi, given that Mr Modi, at the SCO summit, is expected to pitch the 

Chabahar port terminal India is developing (Shahid Beheshti) as an important route for 

trade to Central Asia and Russia.  

• In addition to connectivity, Iran will focus, in meetings with India, on restoring Indian 

imports of Iranian crude at the earliest.  

Above all, India’s participation in 

the SCO summit, and Mr Modi’s 

decision to stand shoulder to 

shoulder with Putin-Xi-Raisi-

Erdoğan-Lukashenko just months 

after he met with Biden-Kishida-

Albanese at the Quad summit 

affirms Mr Jaisankar’s prognosis: 

that “hedging” is the name of the 

game today, as India fights for its 

unique brand of multi-alignment 

or “all-alignment” with partners 

worldwide, without having to 

choose between them. As in 

Tokyo and Samarkand, just 

“showing up” is half the battle 

won. 

 



 

4 

 

14.09.2022 | Wednesday 

Cognitive dissonance 

• A psychological theory that discusses how individuals or groups perceive and manage 

inconsistencies among beliefs/thoughts and behaviour  

• The cognitive dissonance theory was one of the most influential theories in social 

psychology first proposed by Leon Festinger in his book A Theory of Cognitive 

Dissonance in 1957. 

• Cognitive dissonance theory contradicts most behavioural theories that attribute 

positive changes to higher incentives. 

• Cognitive dissonance theory explains how individuals or groups rationalise their 

support and belief toward different religions, cults or political parties, partially blinding 

themselves to reduce the contradictions between their thoughts and behaviour. 
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