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Current Affairs of the Day 
EC delists 86 parties and deems 253 inactive 

• The Election Commission ordered delisting 86 registered unrecognised parties it found 

to be “non-existent” and declared 253 others “inactive”. 

• These 253 [parties] have been declared inactive as they have not responded to the 

letter/notice and have not contested a single election either to the General Assembly 

of a State or the Parliament Election 2014 and 2019. 

• The EC said the 86 parties that were delisted were found to be non-existent after a 

physical check by the CEOs or based on report of undelivered notices. The EC has 

taken action against 537 such parties since May 25. 

 

Understanding windfall tax 

• Windfall taxes are designed to tax the profits a company derives from an external, 

sometimes unprecedented event — for instance, the energy price rise as a result of the 

Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

• Antonio Guterres, the United Nations Secretary-General, sharply criticised the 

“grotesque greed” of big oil and gas companies for making record profits from the 

global energy crisis on the back of the world’s poorest people. He urged all 

governments to tax these excessive profits. 

• There have been varying rationales for governments worldwide to introduce windfall 

taxes, from redistribution of unexpected gains when high prices benefit producers at 

the expense of consumers, to funding social welfare schemes, and as a supplementary 

revenue stream for the government. 

Windfall tax in India:  

• The Central government on July 1, introduced a windfall profit tax of ₹23,250 per 

tonne on domestic crude oil production, which was subsequently revised fortnightly 

four times so far. Currently, it is ₹13,000.  

• Ms Sithraman explained the introduction of the windfall tax as a way to rein in the 

“phenomenal profits” made by some oil refiners who chose to export fuel to reap the 

benefits of skyrocketing global prices which affected domestic supplies. 
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What are the issues with imposing such taxes? 

• Analysts say that companies are confident in investing in a sector if there is certainty 

and stability in a tax regime. Since windfall taxes are imposed retrospectively and are 

often influenced by unexpected events, they can brew uncertainty in the market about 

future taxes.  

• There is another argument about what exactly constitutes true windfall profits; how 

can it be determined and what level of profit is normal or excessive.  

• Another issue is who should be taxed — only the big companies responsible for the 

bulk of high-priced sales or smaller companies as well— raising the question of 

whether producers with revenues or profits below a certain threshold should be 

exempt. 

 

India to hold G-20 summit in 2023 

• India will hold over 200 

G-20-related meetings 

across the country 

during its presidency of 

the grouping that will 

begin on December 1, 

2022 and continue till 

November 30, 2023. 

• India is currently part of 

the G-20 Troika 

[current, previous and 

incoming G20 

presidencies] 

comprising Indonesia, 

Italy and India. During our Presidency, India, Indonesia and Brazil would form the 

troika.  

• This would be the first time when the troika would consist of three developing 

countries and emerging economies, providing them a greater voice.  
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‘Extremists using social media to recruit’ 

• Lured via social media platforms, youths in Assam continue to join extremist groups 

despite a slew of peace pacts with such outfits since 2014. 

• A fortnight ago, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs had listed the Bodo Accord of 

January 2020, the Karbi agreement of April 2021, and the suspension of operations 

with the pro-talks faction of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) as factors 

for a significant dip in extremism and violence in the State. 

• Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma told the Assembly that 1,561 young men and 

women had joined at least five extremist groups since 2016. These groups are the 

National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB), the People’s Democratic Council of 

Karbi Longri (PDCK), the ULFA, and the United People’s Revolutionary Front. 

• Replying to a question, he said the extremist groups have been brainwashing youths 

with propaganda via Facebook, Messenger and Twitter. 

 

384 drugs on the essential medicines list 

• Twenty-six drugs, 

including the common 

gastrointestinal 

medicines ranitidine 

and sucralfate, have 

been excluded from the 

National List of 

Essential Medicines 

(NLEM), 2022. 

• A total of 384 drugs 

find a place on the list 

with the addition of 34 

drugs. Twenty-six from 

the previous list have 

been dropped. The first 

NLEM was compiled in 

1996 and was revised 

thrice in 2003, 2011, and 2015. 
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Removing drugs from NLEM: 

• According to a Health Ministry official, drugs deleted from the NLEM include 

medicines banned in India and those having reports of concerns on the safety profile. 

• Drugs also go off the list if medicines with better efficacy or favourable safety profile 

and better cost-effectiveness become available.  

• Also if the disease burden for which a medicine is indicated is no longer a national 

health concern, it is deleted from the NLEM. In the case of antimicrobials, if the 

resistance pattern has rendered them ineffective, the drugs are taken off the list. 

Making drugs affordable:  

• The new list includes four drugs that are still under patent — bedaquiline and delamind 

used in the treatment of multiple drug-resistant tuberculosis, dolutegravir used to treat 

human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, and daclatasvir used in treating viral 

infections such as Hepatitis C, the Health Ministry said. 

• Several 

antibiotics, 

vaccines 

and anti-

cancer drugs 

are set to 

become 

more 

affordable 

with their 

addition to 

the list. 

Ivermectin, 

mupirocin 

and nicotine 

replacement 

therapy have been added.  

• Drugs listed under NLEM — also known as scheduled drugs — will be cheaper 

because the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) caps medicine prices 

and changes only based on wholesale price index-based inflation.  
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NLEM reforms: 

• The primary purpose 

of the NLEM is to 

promote the rational 

use of medicines 

considering the three 

important aspects — 

cost, safety and 

efficacy.  

• It also helps in 

optimum utilisation 

of healthcare 

resources and 

budget; drug 

procurement 

policies; health 

insurance; 

improving 

prescribing habits; 

medical education 

and drafting of 

pharmaceutical 

policies. 

• The release of the 

NLEM, 2022, comes 

after a long gap of 

seven years, when it 

is recommended for 

an NLEM to be 

revised more 

frequently, every 

two-three years, to 

be responsive to 

changing health needs.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The “optimistic non-alignment” of the past has failed, which 

must give way to more realistic “multiple engagements of the 

future”. Discuss 

MCQs 
Q1. The prices of drugs in the National List of Essential 

Medicines (NLEM) are regulated by  

a. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

b. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

c. The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation 

d. The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) 

 


