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Current Affairs of the Day 
Residents of Nyukmadong village say BRO destroyed more than 

80% of sacred forest with impunity 

• Almost 60 years after becoming collateral damage to one of the fiercest battles 

between Indian Army soldiers and Chinese invaders, a village in Arunachal Pradesh 

is fighting a war to protect a sacred forest from a project that aims to prevent a repeat 

of 1962. 

• However, the 217 families of Nyukmadong, an off-the-highway village in West 

Kameng district, seem to be losing the fight against the Border Roads Organisation 

(BRO). 

• Perched 8,389 ft above the mean sea level, Nyukmadong is about 40 km short of Sela, 

a strategic pass at 13,700 ft on the way to Tawang. The place is known for a Buddhist-

style war memorial on a 1.5-acre plot overlooking the site of a battle on November 18, 

1962. 

• The villagers said more than 80% of the 36-sq. km sacred forest has been destroyed 

for an alternative “strategic” road to Sela. 

• The WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature) declared the patch as a community reserve 

forest because of its rich biodiversity. The red-listed Indian red panda is found in this 

area. Community representatives said the deforestation (for the road) affected their 

traditional holy sites, locally called phu. 

• People said the destruction of their sacred forest began more than a year ago without 

any community consultation or participatory meeting.  
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The Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Guarantee Scheme in 

Rajasthan 

• The Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Guarantee 

Scheme has rolled out in Rajasthan with the objective 

of providing economic support to the poor and needy 

families living in the cities through work to be 

provided on demand for 100 days in a year.  

• Those in the age group of 18 to 60 years residing 

within the limits of urban local bodies are eligible to 

demand and get employment in the identified 

segments. 

• The initiative may benefit the ruling Congress in the 

run-up to the 2023 State Assembly election, as the 

party will highlight it as a major step to address the plight of urban poor. 

 

Third stealth frigate of Project 17A Taragiri launched in Mumbai 

• The ship has been built using 

integrated construction 

methodology which involves hull 

blocks construction in different 

geographical locations and 

integration/erection on slipway at 

MDL. 

• The first ship of Project 17A, 

Nilgiri, was launched on September 

28, 2019, and is expected to begin 

sea trials in the first half of 2024. 

• According to the officials, the 

estimated cost of Project 17A is 

around ₹25,700 crore. The second 

ship of P17A class Udaygiri was 

launched on May 17 this year and 

is expected to start the sea trials during the second half of 2024.  
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‘Adopt a TB patient’ drive finds mitras 

• The Union Health Ministry’s “adopt a TB-patient” (Ni-kshay Mitra) initiative — 

probably the only one-of-its-kind in the world — announced on Friday had 1,78,443 

TB patients and 1,667 Ni-kshay Mitras (donors) enrolling. 

• The programme was brought in to fill the critical “community” element into India’s 

fight towards eliminating TB by 2025 under the Pradhan Mantri TB-Mukt Bharat 

Abhiyaan. 

• The official said that for the effective engagement of the community for eradicating 

TB in India, the Ministry was implementing community support for TB patients — 

the Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan. 

• The donors include cooperative societies, corporates, elected representatives, 

individuals, institutions, non-governmental organisations, political parties and 

partners willing to adopt the health facilities (for individual donor) and urban wards, 

blocks, districts and States for accelerating the response against TB to complement the 

government’s efforts, as per the district-specific requirements in coordination with the 

district administration. 

Additional support 

• According to the Ministry, the State and the district administration would support the 

donors in prioritising the districts and in providing guidance on the critical gap 

analysis and district-specific needs. 

• The support provided to the patient under this initiative is in addition to the free 

diagnostics, free drugs and the Ni-kshay Poshan Yojana provided by the National TB 

Elimination Programme (NTEP) to all the patients notified from both the public and 

the private sector. 

• The minimum period of commitment for providing the support to the TB patient will 

be one year. The Ministry said that the initiative would increase the active involvement 

of society in the fight against tuberculosis. 

• This activity aims at increasing awareness among the public regarding tuberculosis 

and the involvement of the community in supporting the treatment cascade shall also 

help in the reduction of the stigma. 
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India has the world’s highest tuberculosis (TB) burden, with 26 lakh people contracting 

the disease and approximately four lakh people dying from it every year. The economic 

burden of TB in terms of the loss of lives, income and workdays is also substantial. TB 

usually affects the most economically productive age group of society resulting in a 

significant loss of working days. 

 

Dolphin, porpoise: First time, avian flu is seen in cetaceans 

• A bottlenose dolphin found dead in a Florida canal in the spring tested positive for a 

highly virulent strain of bird flu, scientists said on Wednesday. The announcement 

came a week after Swedish officials reported that they had found the same type of 

avian influenza in a stranded porpoise. 

• This version of the virus, which has spread widely among North American and 

European birds, has affected an unusually broad array of species. But these findings 

represent the first two documented cases in cetaceans, a group of marine mammals 

that includes dolphins, porpoises and whales. 

 

Besides the UK, Charles III is also King of Canada, Australia and 

NZ — how? 

These three countries are part of the Commonwealth realm, a group of 14 countries that 

recognise the British monarch as their head of state. 

All three countries are part of what is called the “Commonwealth realm”: 

• The Commonwealth realm is a group of 14 countries (not including the United 

Kingdom) that recognise the British monarch as their head of state — a position that 

is explicitly stated in the constitution and laws of some of these countries. 

• Besides Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, the Commonwealth realm includes 

Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Belize, Grenada, Jamaica, Papua New Guinea, 

Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Solomon 

Islands, and Tuvalu. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss convergences and challenges in India-

Bangladesh relationship.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Kushiyara river is common between India and 

a. Bangladesh  

b. Nepal 

c. Bhutan 

d. Myanmar   

 


