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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC seeks reply on Internet shutdown plea 

• The Supreme Court directed the Union Ministry of Communication and Information 

Technology to respond to a petition alleging indiscriminate shutdown of internet 

facility to prevent cheating in exams.  

• A three-judge Bench issued notice to the Ministry and asked it to respond on whether 

there is any standard protocol and the level and method of adherence to it during public 

exams.  

• The petitioners said the internet shutdown orders are passed behind a veil of secrecy. 

Usually such orders are passed under the Indian Telegraph Act. 

• Internet shutdowns are meant as a measure to counter public emergency. Shutting 

down the internet to ‘prevent cheating in exams’, when even access to basic facilities 

and welfare measures from retail shopping to NREGA wages are linked online, is 

against any sense of proportionality. 

 

Basic skills poor in regional languages: NCERT 

• Foundational learning of students in Hindi is poor but their performance in regional 

languages in some States was even worse, according to a survey carried out by the 

Union Ministry of Education and the National Council of Educational Research and 

Training (NCERT). 

• Around 53% of Class 3 students in 18 States surveyed for Hindi proficiency either 

lacked or had limited knowledge and skills in reading and comprehending the 

language.  

• Proficiency of regional languages, which was analysed in States such as Maharashtra, 

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala, was poorer with 59% students either lacking 

or displaying limited skills. Around 67% students could not perform well in Assamese 

in Assam and Meghalaya. 

• In Kerala, 56% of the students could not read or comprehend Malayalam, and in Goa, 

59% could not do so in Konkani. In Meghalaya, 61% of the students could not perform 

well in Khasi, and 54% were found to be poor in Manipuri in Manipur. 
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• The government has launched NIPUN as a national mission to enable all children at 

the end of Class 3 to attain foundational skills by the year 2026-27 and these 

benchmarks will provide a baseline for subsequent surveys. 

The National Education Policy, 2022, which advocates for a three-language formula 

where two of the languages are native to India, says the medium of instruction till at least 

Class 5 or preferably till Class 8 should be in the mother tongue, after which it can be 

taught as a language. 

 

Make anti-TB campaign a mass movement: President 

• President Droupadi Murmu virtually launched the Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat 

Abhiyaan. Speaking on the occasion, the President said it was the duty of all citizens 

to give high priority to the anti-tuberculosis campaign and make it a mass movement. 

• Tuberculosis caused the largest number of deaths among all other infectious diseases 

in the country. India has a little less than 20% of the world’s population, but has more 

than 25% of the total TB patients of the world. “This is a matter of concern,” said the 

President, adding that most of TB-affected people came from the poor sections of 

society. 

• According to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, all nations have set 

the goal of eradicating TB by the year 2030. But the Government of India has set the 

target of eradicating TB by the year 2025 and efforts are being made at every level to 

fulfil this resolution. 

 

FM tasks RBI to ‘whitelist’ legal loan apps to protect borrowers 

• To curb the menace of illegal loan apps, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been 

asked to prepare a ‘whitelist’ of legal loan apps and the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology (MEITY) has been tasked with ensuring only such 

applications are available on app stores. 

• All agencies have been asked to ‘take all possible actions to prevent operations of such 

illegal loan apps’. 

• The minister expressed concern at the meeting on such apps offering micro credit, 

especially to vulnerable and low-income people at exorbitantly high interest rates and 

resorting to blackmail and criminal intimidation to recover such loans. 
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• Ms. Sitharaman also flagged the ‘possibility of money laundering, tax evasions, breach 

of privacy and data, and misuse of unregulated payment aggregators, shell companies, 

defunct NBFCs by the app operators. 

‘Monitor mule accounts’ 

• The RBI has also been entrusted with monitoring ‘mule or rented’ accounts that may 

be used for money laundering and to review and cancel dormant non-banking finance 

companies (NBFCs) to avoid their misuse by such app operators. 

• “The RBI will ensure that registration of payment aggregators be completed within a 

timeframe and no unregistered payment aggregator be allowed to function after that,” 

the Finance Ministry said in a statement. 

 

Net direct tax mop up rose by 30%: FinMin 

• India’s gross direct tax collections up to September 8 have risen by 35.5% over the 

year-earlier period to touch ₹6.48 lakh crore, according to the Finance Ministry. 

• Noting that tax collections continue to reflect steady growth, the Finance Ministry said 

that net direct tax collections rose 30.2% to ₹5.29 lakh crore. 

• Gross Corporate Income Tax (CIT) inflows grew 26% whereas revenues from 

Personal Income Tax (PIT) and the Securities Transaction Tax (STT) increased 

44.4%. 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss reasons behind regular urban flooding in 

India.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following river is not tributary of Cauvery 

river?  

a. Kabini 

b. Hemavati 

c. Bhavani 

d. Bhima  

 


