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Current Affairs of the Day 
Rajpath, Central Vista lawns renamed ‘Kartavya Path’ 

• Rajpath and Central Vista Lawns in the national capital will now be known as 

“Kartavya Path” after the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC), in a special council 

meeting, approved a proposal to rename the iconic stretch. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the revamped Central Vista Avenue, 

which encompasses the stretch, lawns and adjoining areas. 

• The name “Rajpath” reflected a “colonial mindset”, which had to be done away with 

since “India adopted a democratic system after Independence”. During British rule, 

Rajpath was known as Kingsway.  

• The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), in a statement, said the renaming of the stretch 

symbolises a shift from the “erstwhile Rajpath being an icon of power to Kartavya 

Path being an example of public ownership and empowerment”. 
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Kingsway, Rajpath, Kartavya Path: from ‘right to rule’ to ‘duty to serve’ 
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Positive secularism is allowed: student to SC in hijab case 

 

• India believes in ‘positive secularism’ based on tolerance of all religious faiths and not 

‘negative secularism’ followed in countries like France which holds that display of 

religion in public is offensive. 

• The Constitution itself says that all religions have to be treated with equal respect. The 

Supreme Court has also held in the Aruna Roy judgment that there should be no 

discrimination on the ground of any religion. 

• The senior lawyer said the State should show ‘reasonable accommodation’ of Muslim 

students’ right to wear hijab to school as a part of their expression, religion and 

dignity.  

• Petitioner referred to a South African judgment which said that the display of religious 

and cultural practices in educational institutions should be treated as a “pageant of 

diversity”. 

• The State can only restrict her right in three circumstances, the petitioner noted. One 

is to protect public order, morality and health. Two, to protect another fundamental 

right. Three, if such a restriction is authorised by a law made to regulate or restrict any 

economic, financial, political or secular activity which may be associated with 

religious practice or to provide for social welfare and reform. 
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Cabinet approves PM SHRI scheme 
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• The Union Cabinet approved the ‘PM Schools for Rising India’ (PM SHRI) scheme 

to turn existing government schools into model schools for implementation of the 

National Education Policy, 2022. 

• The scheme will be implemented as a Centrally sponsored scheme with a total project 

cost of ₹27,360 crores, with the Centre’s share being ₹18,128 crores for the period of 

five years from 2022-23 to 2026-27 for transforming nearly 14,500 schools across the 

country. 

• However, schools will be selected only if the State government agrees to implement 

the NEP “in entirety with the Centre laying down commitments for supporting these 

schools for achieving specified quality parameters” to become PM SHRI schools. 

These schools will also be “monitored vigorously” to assess their progress in 

implementing NEP. 

• The scheme has been announced at a time when some States, including Tamil Nadu, 

continue to oppose the NEP for imposing a centralised education system on the entire 

country when education is a State subject as well as enforcing the three-language 

policy under which students will learn three languages out of which two have to be 

native to India.  

• Other grounds for opposition include mandatory school entry at three years, which 

could leave out many from marginalised communities, promotion of vocational 

courses from Class 6 at the cost of formal education, as well as the option to exit 

schools in Class 10 with the option to re-enter in Class 11. 

• The government has only prepared a scheme for 14,500 schools. There are more than 

10 lakh government schools in the country. 

‘PM Schools for Rising India’ (PM SHRI): 

• A school will receive nearly ₹2 crores, and the money will be transferred directly to 

the school’s account through Direct Benefit Transfer. The principal or the local 

committee will be given the flexibility to determine the use of 40% of the fund. 

• The PM SHRI scheme also provides a “School Quality Assessment Framework” 

which will be developed for measuring key performance indicators for carrying out 

the quality evaluation of schools selected from the current academic year. 
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Army undertakes major infra drive along LAC in Arunachal 

• After significantly upgrading firepower and infrastructure along the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh, the Army is on a major 

drive for capability and infrastructure development in the rest of Arunachal Pradesh. 

• This includes roads, bridges, tunnels, habitat and storage facilities, aviation facilities 

and upgrades of communications and surveillance, especially in the Upper Dibang 

Valley region, according to multiple Army officials. 

• A capability development matrix was being employed and road development, 

construction of habitat and aviation facilities were underway. 

• We have gone for clear timelines for capability development based on a very clear 

perspective plan for the future. Our overall combat readiness in the region is of a very 

high order. 

Five verticals 

• Another official, who did not wish to be identified, explained that the capability and 

infrastructure development in the region was being undertaken under five verticals — 

habitat, aviation, road infrastructure, operational logistics and security infrastructure. 

 

Breather for coal plants draws anguish 

• The Union Environment Ministry has for the third time extended the deadline by 

which coal plants must install pollution-control technologies to reduce emissions, 

drawing criticism from the environment and clean-energy activists. 

• The Ministry first specified emission norms for the control of sulphur dioxide (SO2), 

nitrogen oxides (NOx) and mercury (Hg) from coal-fired power plants in December 

2015, giving thermal power plant operators time until December 2017 to install 

equipment to contain emission of these pollutants. The deadline was then extended to 

2022. 

• However, non-compliance and limited progress by the plants in the region and 

elsewhere in the country led to a new extension in March 2021, followed by the 

notification pushing it up to 2026. 

• While multiple timeline extensions have been given for the installation of flue gas 

desulphurisation equipment, there are sustained efforts toward diluting or doing away 

with the norms by the power plants, say environmentalists. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Space as a military domain is a well-accepted fact. Discuss 

India’s preparedness for the space warfare situation.  

MCQs 
Q1. Tawang Monastery is Situated in the state of  

a. Arunachal Pradesh 

b. Sikkim 

c. Nagaland 

d. Tripura 

 


