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What is ‘Arth Ganga’, govt’s new model for the river’s sustainable 

development 

• PM Modi first introduced the concept during the first National Ganga Council meeting 

in Kanpur in 2019, where he urged for a shift from Namami Gange, the Union 

Government’s flagship project to clean the Ganga, to the model of Arth Ganga. 

• It focuses on the sustainable development of the Ganga and its surrounding areas, by 

focusing on economic activities related to the river. At its core, the Arth Ganga model 

seeks to use economics to bridge people with the river.  

• It strives to contribute at least 3% of the GDP from the Ganga Basin itself, and the Arth 

Ganga project’s interventions are in accordance with India’s commitments toward the 

UN sustainable development goals. 

 

Features: Under Arth Ganga, the government is working on six verticals.  

• The first is Zero Budget Natural Farming, which involves chemical-free farming on 10 

km on either side of the river, and the promotion of cow dung as fertiliser through the 

GOBARdhan scheme.  
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• The Monetization and Reuse of Sludge & Wastewater is the second, which seeks to 

reuse treated water for irrigation, industries and revenue generation for Urban Local 

Bodies (ULBs). 

• Arth Ganga will also involve Livelihood Generation Opportunities, by creating haats 

where people can sell local products, medicinal plants and Ayurveda.  

• The fourth is to increase public participation by increasing synergies between the 

stakeholders involved with the river.  

• The model also wants to promote the cultural heritage and tourism of Ganga and its 

surroundings, through boat tourism, adventure sports and by conducting yoga 

activities.  

• Lastly, the model seeks to promote institutional building by empowering local 

administration for improved water governance. 

 

Operational aspects: 

• The Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) aimed to develop the river Ganges as a safe mode 

of navigation and is being implemented with the technical and financial assistance of 

the World Bank. ‘Project Arth Ganga’ envisages re-engineering the JMVP by involving 

the local community with a focus on economic activities in and around the Ganga river. 
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• Small jetties along the Ganga to boost the economic activities at the community level 

would be set up as part of the “Project Arth Ganga” to energise economic activity along 

river banks in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal.  

• About 40 floating jetties and 10 pairs of Ro-Ro terminals are being planned on River 

Ganga in the four states in the Gangetic belt, which will bring down the logistics cost 

for farmers in the movement of local produce. 

• Apart from providing benefits in terms of trade and access to markets, local 

community’s economic enhancement and passenger facilitation, the ‘Arth Ganga’ 

project will also ensure large-scale skills enhancement and public/private sector 

capability development.  

• “Project Arth Ganga” would catalyse economic development in the Ganga basin to 

generate an economic benefit of more than Rs 1000 crores over the next 5 years. 

 


