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Current Affairs of the Day 
The ‘tomato flu’ outbreak and the Centre’s advisory 

• Days after a paper in The Lancet journal raised concerns over the rise in cases of the 

“new virus known as tomato flu” among children in India, the Union Health Ministry 

issued an advisory, asking States to take measures to prevent its spread.  

• In a set of guidelines, the Centre referred to the disease as a probable variant of the 

hand, foot and mouth disease, or HFMD, which commonly occurs in children under 

10 years of age and can also infect adults.  

• As per the Lancet paper, India recorded around 100 cases of ‘tomato flu’ in children 

below nine years of age in less than three months. The transmission of the “highly 

contagious” yet “non-life-threatening virus” could lead to serious consequences by 

spreading to adults as well, it adds. 

• The authors do not mention a specific origin, type or cause of the infection. They 

suggest that it may be an after-effect of chikungunya or dengue fever in children rather 

than a viral infection, or that the virus could also be a new variant of the HFMD — a 

common viral infection affecting young children that appears with fever, rashes or 

blisters on the skin and mouth sores. 

• As far as its etymology is concerned, the Lancet report claims that the ‘tomato flu’ is 

so named because of the “eruption of red and painful blisters throughout the body that 

gradually enlarge to the size of a tomato.”  

• Medical experts have taken strong exception to this, saying that the usage of such 

terms is unscientific and misleading. They also clarify that the infection is not related 

to the consumption of tomatoes in any way. 
 

‘Two oligarchs taking over entire media’ 

• The Delhi Union of Journalists (DUJ) said it was shocked at news reports of “NDTV 

is being bought up by the Adani Group”. “It is evident that the two oligarchs of the 

Indian economy have decided to parcel out the entire media industry between them, 

leaving no room for independent players,” said a DUJ statement. 

• The DUJ said: “Cross-media holdings and media monopolies ensure that the views of 

the government and big business are replicated without deviation across channels.” 
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Regional language important in early learning: UGC Chairman 

• Early initiation into the mother tongue is important for a child’s creative thinking, 

while English can be learnt at any time in life for use as a communication tool, 

according to University Grants Commission (UGC). 

• The teaching of regional languages, however, could not be done at the cost of English 

in a globalised world, he said. 

Global competency 

• There is a misunderstanding that needs to be removed that when we talk of Indian 

languages, it is at the cost of English.  

• Today, we are a globally connected community and if we want to communicate with 

the rest of the world, it is a practice we have to [continue] and our students need to be 

trained to become proficient in using English as a communication tool. 

• But one of the challenges was “our colonial mindset” and there was a need to change 

our attitudes so that when someone asked a question in a class in a regional language, 

they should not feel inferior, he said. 

• The UGC was in talks with various regulatory bodies for the promotion of vernacular 

languages and a committee had been formed under former Chief Justice of India S.A. 

Bobde which would look into how institutions could provide legal education in local 

languages. 

• The All India Council of Technical Education too had introduced courses in regional 

languages in 10 colleges. 

• The National Education Policy, 2022 lays emphasis on promoting the mother tongue 

which should be a medium of instruction at least till Class 5 or 8 and after which it 

should be offered as a language. 

 

SC asks Centre to expand food security coverage 

• The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to increase coverage under the National 

Food Security Act (NFSA) so that “more and more needy persons and citizens get the 

benefit” under the 2013 law which entitles rural and urban poor to subsidised 

foodgrains under the Targeted Public Distribution System. 

• The coverage under the NFSA is still decided by the population figures of the 2011 

census. 
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• The court ordered the Union government to re-determine the NFSA coverage in the 

States and Union Territories after considering the population increase between 2011 

and 2021 so that benefits were not restricted to beneficiaries identified back in 2011. 

Fundamental right 

• “The right to food is a fundamental right available under Article 21 of the 

Constitution,” the Supreme Court noted. The Union, in its affidavit, had stated in court 

that the Act required coverage to be updated under the latest published census figures. 

• However, such coverage cannot be determined as the 2021 census has been postponed 

indefinitely and no date has been notified. 

e-Shram portal 

• In the order, the court directed the States which were not able to register unorganised 

workers, including migrant labourers, in the e-Shram portal to do so within six weeks. 

• The Union Labour Ministry has developed a National Database of Unorganised 

Workers (NDUW) portal and the e-Shram portal for registration of labourers spread 

over 400 occupations including in constructions, agriculture, fishing, and dairy, those 

self-employed and even ASHA and Anganwadi workers. 

• However, many States have achieved less than 50% registration, with Tamil Nadu 

being one of the lowest at only 34.84%. 

 

‘Wind project addition to peak by 2024’ 

• Annual installation of new wind power projects in India will peak by 2024 and likely 

decline thereafter, according to a report released by the Global Wind Energy Council 

(GWEC) and MEC+, a consulting firm that specialises in renewable energy. 

• As part of its transition away from fossil fuels, India has committed to sourcing half 

its electricity in 2030 from non-fossil fuel sources and installing 60 Gigawatt (GW, or 

1000 MW) of wind power by 2022. So far,  only 40 GW of wind power capacity has 

been established. 

• Wind industry installations have been slowing down in India since 2017. Only 1.45 

GW of wind projects were installed in 2021 with many delays due to the second wave 

of COVID-19 and supply chain-related disruptions. 
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• The trigger for the 

slowdown, according 

to the report, was the 

advent of the auction 

regime in 2017 to 

award tenders. The new 

scheme led to large 

orders but highly 

competitive bids. 

• Subsequently, the 

market has 

concentrated wind 

projects around a few 

substations of Gujarat 

and Tamil Nadu, which 

were home to the 

strongest resource 

potential and lowest 

cost of land. This 

created bottlenecks and 

slowed down project 

activity and made it 

costlier than solar 

power. 

After 2024, fresh projects 

are likely to be wind-solar 

hybrid projects (where 

both systems are installed 

on a piece of land to 

generate power throughout 

the day). 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss benefits and challenges associated with the linkage 

of Aadhar with Voter cards.  

MCQs 
Q1. Green Hydrogen based energy can ensure 

1. Round-the-clock (RTC) green power 

2. More electricity per unit time  

3. Lower the cost of power 

4. Decarbonization of various sectors 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 2, 3 and 4 

b. 2 and 4 

c. 1, 3 and 4 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 


