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Current Affairs of the Day 
Sex ratio at birth normalises slightly: study 

• The latest study by the Pew Research Center has pointed out that “son bias” is on the 

decline in India as the average annual number of baby girls “missing” in the country 

fell from 480,000 (4.8 lakh) in 2010 to 410,000 (4.1 lakh) in 2019. The “missing” 

refers to how many more female births would have occurred during this time if there 

were no female-selective abortions. 

• The problem began in the 1970s with the availability of prenatal diagnostic technology 

allowing for sex-selective abortions. Among the major religions, the biggest reduction 

in sex selection seems to be among the groups that previously had the greatest gender 

imbalances, particularly among Sikhs. 

• The world over, boys modestly outnumber girls at birth, at a ratio of approximately 

105 male babies for every 100 female babies. That was the ratio in India in the 1950s 

and 1960s, before prenatal sex tests became available across the country.  

• India legalised abortion in 1971, but the trend of sex selection started picking up in the 

1980s due to the introduction of ultrasound scan technology.  

• In the 1970s, India’s sex ratio was at par with the global average of 105-100, but this 

widened to 108 boys per 100 girls in the early 1980s and reached 110 boys per 100 

girls in the 1990s.  

 

Trade gap to taper, goods may hit $480-bn exports: Secretary 

• India’s goods exports are likely to touch $470-480 billion this year from $422 billion 

last year and the trade deficit is expected to moderate in coming months. 

• Commerce Secretary BVR Subrahmanyam asserted that India’s trade deficit won’t 

cross the ‘discomfort level’ and that he expected exports to touch $750 billion this 

year, with goods exports of $470-480 billion. 

• If we look at services, they are growing jolly good at $25 billion a month. 

• There is going to be a moderation in the trade deficit from current levels. One month 

was pretty bad, but... there has been a moderation in oil and commodity prices and we 

are giving a renewed thrust to exports. 
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Technology companies wary of law on digital competition 

• To tackle unfair and predatory practices in the digital market space, the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Finance will submit a report on how the competition law 

needs to evolve for the digital market.  

• The majority of the tech companies, however, expressed reservations about the 

necessity of any additional framework or law. 

• We will take into account India’s unique circumstances; at the same time, we also 

examine competition laws associated with digital markets around the world, the panel 

said. 

• The European Union has recently passed the Digital Markets Act and Digital 

Services Act; there are several Bills pending in the British Parliament and the U.S. 

Congress associated with digital markets. 

• A lot of questions were directed at Google and Apple’s practice of restricting 

developers and companies which put out their apps on their stores from working with 

the other players.  

• According to a source, Apple representatives argued that they hold a minuscule 

proportion of the Indian smartphone market, at 1.5% in total, and only 17 developers 

in India pay them a commission. 

• Giving out the numbers, they claimed that since their share in the digital space in India 

is so low that the question of anti-competitive practices doesn’t arise. 

• The members made note of the “exclusionary” search engine used by Amazon, which 

pushes for certain brands that may be partially owned by Amazon’s parent company 

over that of local manufacturers.  
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Best practice: 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Are freebies a way to mask state inaction or part of the 

broader principle of welfarism? 

MCQs 
Q1. India’s current Sex ratio at birth is around  

a. 115-120 boys per 100 girls 

b. 105-110 boys per 100 girls 

c. 100-100 boys per 100 girls 

d. 95-100 boys per 100 girls 

 


