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Current Affairs of the Day 
Parliamentary panel’s summons for tech giants 

• The Standing Committee on Finance has summoned top executives of Amazon, 

Twitter, Netflix, Google, Apple and Microsoft on the subject of ‘anti-competitive 

practices in the digital market. 

• The Standing Committee is summoning these firms in the context of the Competition 

(Amendment) Bill, 2022 which has been referred to our panel. The existing Act which 

was framed in 2002 has no provisions to tackle the huge changes brought about in the 

digital market. 

Talks with CCI 

• The panel has already held deliberations with the Competition Commission of India 

(CCI) and the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. There are many complaints about unfair 

business practices and the CCI is probing them.  

• The panel has also spoken to the Indian technology firms, food delivery platforms such 

as Zomato and Swiggy, e-commerce firm Flipkart as also the aggregators such as Ola 

and OYO. 

• The Competition (Amendment) Bill, 2022 was introduced in the Lok Sabha on August 

5 and was referred to the panel on August 17. The panel has three months to come up 

with its report.  

• The Bill borrows from the best global practices like settlement and commitment and 

enhanced leniency provisions in addition to cutting short the maximum time that can 

be taken for clearing mergers and acquisitions.  

• The new Bill introduces “deal value thresholds” which will require the firms to seek 

approval of the CCI in case of large-value transactions. 

 

‘Tomato flu’ detected among children in India, says Lancet 

• A new infection dubbed tomato flu, or tomato fever, has been detected in India mostly 

among children younger than five, according to a report in the Lancet Respiratory 

Journal. 
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• The primary symptoms of tomato flu are similar to those of chikungunya, which 

include high fever, rashes, and intense pain in the joints. As with other viral infections, 

further symptoms include fatigue, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, dehydration, swelling 

of joints, body aches, and common influenza-like symptoms, which are similar to 

those manifested in dengue. 
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Tomato flu: 

• As tomato flu is similar to chikungunya and dengue as well as hand, foot, and mouth 

disease, the treatment is also similar — isolation, rest, plenty of fluids, and a hot water 

sponge for the relief of irritation and rashes. Supportive therapy of paracetamol for 

fever and body ache and other symptomatic treatments may be required. 

• Similar to other types of influenza, tomato flu is very contagious and children are at 

an increased risk of exposure as viral infections are common in this age group and the 

spread is likely to be through close contact, the report noted 

• Young children are also prone to this infection through the use of nappies, touching 

unclean surfaces, and putting things directly into the mouth. 

• Given the similarities to hand, foot, and mouth disease, if the outbreak of tomato flu 

in children is not controlled and prevented, the transmission might lead to serious 

consequences by spreading in adults as well, the report said. 

• “The ‘tomato flu’ is caused by Coxsackie virus A 16. It belongs to the Enterovirus 

family. Hand, foot, and mouth disease (HFMD) is a frequent febrile rash illness of 

childhood caused by enteroviruses (EV): Coxsackie A16 (CA16), EV A71, Coxsackie 

A6, Coxsackie B and Echo viruses. 

 

India’s obsession with English is limiting development: Shah 

• Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that India’s fascination with the English 

language had prevented 95% of the country’s talent from contributing to its progress. 

He was speaking at a programme in Bhopal on the New Education Policy, 2020. 

• Due to our fascination with English, we are only using 5% of our talent in developing 

the country because even today, 95% of the children study in their mother tongue. We 

have limited the scope of our development. 

• Discussing some of the changes that had been brought by the government to address 

the issue, Mr Shah said that today, the JEE and NEET were being conducted in 12 

Indian languages and the Common University Entrance Test in 13 languages, and 20 

colleges in 10 States were ready with curriculum for engineering (up to M.Tech.) in 

languages such as Hindi, Kannada, Bangla and Gujarati. 
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UGC to seek people’s views on ‘professor of practice’ norms 

• In order to get industry experts and professionals to utilise their practical experience 

and teach in higher education institutions, the University Grants Commission has 

approved the draft guidelines for engaging them from various fields for the position 

of ‘Professor of Practice’.  

• According to the draft guidelines, to be made public by the higher education regulator 

for feedback, a “formal academic qualification is not considered essential for this 

position if they have exemplary professional practice in lieu”.  

• “The idea is to enable the higher education institutions to formally associate with 

persons of eminence and encourage them to participate in experiential learning, 

research, training, skilling, entrepreneurship and extension and to play a mentoring 

role,” said the UGC chief. 

 

A Centre-State skew further widened 

• Chief Ministers expressed their concern about dwindling State revenues. They sought 

a higher share in the divisible pool of taxes and an extension of GST compensation, 

both of which have long remained a bone of contention between the Union government 

and the States. 

• States’ financial health had taken a turn for the worse with the implementation of the 

Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana, farm loan waivers, as also the slowdown in 

growth in 2019-20. But, heightened expenses during the pandemic and a revenue 

shortfall further strained their finances. 

Financial federalism imbalance:  

• The Constitution grants the Union government more revenue-raising powers while the 

States are tasked to undertake most of the development and welfare-related 

responsibilities.  

• According to the 15th Finance Commission’s report, in FY19, the Union government 

raised 62.7% of the total resources raised by the Union government and States, while 

States had borne 62.4% of the aggregate expenditure.  

• Successive Finance Commissions (FC) have attempted to reduce the imbalance by 

increasing the States’ share in Central taxes. Although the 14th and 15th FC raised the 



 

5 

 

23.08.2022 | Tuesday 

share of States in gross taxes to over 40%, the actual share never reached this mandated 

level.  

• After reaching a peak of 36.6% in FY19, States’ share fell and has since stagnated at 

around 29%. At the same time, the gap between the share recommended by the FC 

and the actual devolution has widened to more than 11 percentage points, the highest 

in at least two decades.  

Mandate and reality:  

So, even though FC raised the States’ share in Central taxes, it didn’t translate into an 

increase in the actual share devolved as the divisible pool shrank.  

• This can be explained by illustrating the revenue sharing during the pandemic.  

• As the gross tax revenues took a hit during the pandemic, the States’ share of the Union 

government’s taxes recorded a steep fall of 15% and 9% in FY20 and FY21, 

respectively.  

Cesses and surcharges: 

• However, the Union government’s share continued to rise. This is because the Centre 

beefed up its revenue by levying cesses and surcharges which are not shareable with 

the States. 

• In the past few years, the share of cesses and surcharges in gross tax revenue has risen 

significantly. From 10.4% in FY12, their share climbed up to 20% by FY21, 

suggesting the Union government’s excessive reliance on these instruments to raise 

revenue.  

• While the surge in cess/surcharge revenue, largely through duties on fuel has swelled 

the Union government’s coffers, this has also shrunk the divisible pool of resources.  

• Various cesses and charges are imposed by the government to raise resources. They 

are transferred to Reserve Funds to ensure that they are being used for the intended 

purpose.  

• Worryingly, in FY20, about 40% of the cesses levied — worth ₹78,000 crore — were 

not transferred to the Reserve Funds. Between FY10 and FY20, ₹1.28 lakh crore was 

collected as a cess on crude oil. However, not a single penny was transferred to the 

Oil Industry Development Board (OIDB). 

• The shrinking of the divisible pool despite a higher burden on expenditure on States 

suggests that the Chief Ministers’ grouse appears to be valid and requires redressal. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The share of the States in the divisible pool is shrinking 

despite their carrying a higher burden of expenditure. Critically 

discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is not caused by a virus? 

1. Tomato fever 

2. Dengue 

3. Bebeosis 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 2 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3  

 


