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Current Affairs of the Day 
Facing govt. action, Huawei to dial down R&D operations 

• Faced with income tax searches, exclusion from 5G telecom trials and increasing 

restrictions on research collaborations, Chinese telecom major Huawei is planning to 

downsize operations at its research and development (R&D) facilities in India. The 

move can affect many of the 3,500 jobs that the company has created in India over 

two decades. 

• The decision to consider downsizing and even shutting down some of the operations 

on its R&D campus just outside Bengaluru comes more than a year after Huawei had 

asserted it would continue its work in India “no matter what happens”. 

• The sources said the rethink came after a series of government actions, including 

income tax searches and audits of 20 years of company records, and investigations 

into “national security” aspects of Huawei’s operations. 

• Income Tax authorities asked the court, which is expected to give its verdict this week, 

not to allow him to leave, as he may not return to face charges of tax fraud and non-

compliance. 

 

Sorry for the daughter’s behaviour: Mizoram CM 

• Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga issued a public apology for his daughter’s 

“misbehaviour” with a dermatologist in the State capital, Aizawl, a few days ago. 

• According to reports, she was upset after the dermatologist asked her to take an 

appointment prior to visiting the clinic for consultation. 

• “We have nothing to justify or say in defence of our daughter’s behaviour towards the 

doctor. We ask forgiveness from the doctor and the public,” Mr Zoramthanga said in 

a hand-written note posted on Instagram on Saturday evening. 

• Members of the Mizoram chapter of the Indian Medical Association also wore black 

badges to their workplaces as a sign of protest. “We want such acts of violence against 

medical practitioners not to be repeated,” the Indian Medical Association said in a 

statement. 
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‘Forcible’ Aadhaar-voter ID linking 

• Despite clarifications from various government authorities that the linking of Aadhaar 

with the voter identity card is “voluntary”, there have been instances of people being 

warned by booth-level officers that their voter ID would be cancelled if the linking is 

not done. 

• In a tweet about one such case, the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF), which 

advocates digital rights and privacy, alleged that a booth-level officer called one of its 

staff members seeking the Aadhaar number, threatening that “or else they’ll be deleted 

from the electoral roll”. 

• The contentious Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021, which allows for the linking 

of electoral data with the Aadhaar number, was passed by Parliament in December 

2021, amid strong protests by the Opposition. 

New form 

• The IFF pointed out that the Union Law and Justice Ministry recently amended Form 

6, and introduced Form 6B to the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960. “These forms 

make it compulsory for those who have Aadhaar to provide their Aadhaar numbers in 

order to vote,” it noted. 

• The Election Commission of India started a campaign on August 1 for the “voluntary” 

linking of Aadhaar details with the voter ID. As part of the campaign, the commission 

has set up camps and begun a door-to-door collection of data. It has collected over 2.5 

crore Aadhaar details till August 11. 

• The reasons for linking voter IDs with Aadhaar numbers were to streamline electoral 

rolls and the process of registration of migrated voters without duplication in the rolls 

and to curb the menace of multiple enrolments of the same person in different places. 

The move, however, has drawn flak from sections of society citing violations of an 

individual’s right to privacy. Many have also flagged concerns that the linkage would 

help in creating voter profiles which may be used to influence the voting process. 
 

Poor being bled dry by litigation: CJI-designate 

• Chief Justice of India-designate Justice U.U. Lalit said over 70% of the population is 

below the poverty line but only 12% of them opt for legal aid. 

• Justice Lalit, who is the Executive Chairman of the National Legal Services Authority, 

said this while formally launching the Legal Aid Defense Counsel System (LADCS) 

system.  
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• He said the legal aid system had increased its reach over the years, but the poor were 

still bled dry by litigation, especially in criminal cases. 

• “Over 70% population is below the poverty line but only 12% opt for legal aid. What 

does the population between 12% to 70% do? They are forced to opt for private 

lawyers. Litigation is like a bleeding wound — the more you let it bleed, the more the 

man will suffer,” he said. 
 

Freebies come at a price: economist 

• Freebies are never “free” 

and when political parties 

offer such schemes, they 

must be required to make 

the financing and trade-

offs clear to voters, 

Ashima Goel a Member of 

the RBI Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC), said 

on, adding this would 

reduce the temptation 

towards “competitive 

populism”. 

• A cost was imposed 

somewhere when 

governments provided 

freebies, but this was 

worth incurring for public 

goods and services that 

build capacity. “Freebies 

are never free... especially 

harmful are subsidies that 

distort prices”. 
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• Noting that this hurts production and resource allocation and imposes large indirect 

costs, such as the water table falling in Punjab due to free electricity, Ms Goyal said 

such freebies come at the cost of low-quality health, education, air and water that hurt 

the poor the most. 

• Earlier this month, the Supreme Court had suggested setting up a specialised body to 

examine “irrational freebies” offered to voters during elections. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The old maxim of bail being the norm and jail the exception 

has been resurrected in recent years. Discuss its need and 

challenges in its application.   

MCQs 
Q1. Huawei- facing income tax searches, exclusion from 5G 

telecom trials and increasing restrictions on research 

collaborations - belongs to the country of  

a. North Korea 

b. South Korea 

c. Japan 

d. China 

 


