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Current Affairs of the Day 
Bustards adapt to produce a 2-egg clutch 

• The perceived beliefs 

and recorded 

observations of the egg-

laying habit of the Great 

Indian Bustard (GIB) 

have changed after the 

recent excessive rains in 

western Rajasthan.  

• The critically 

endangered bird species 

has adopted an altogether 

new behaviour of giving 

a clutch of two eggs at a 

time after getting an 

additional protein diet during the monsoon 

season. 

• Environmentalists in Rajasthan have hailed it 

as a new record, as all experts had been 

reporting a clutch of the single egg by GIB for 

more than a century. Scientists working on ex 

situ breeding of these endangered birds have 

discovered the new proclivity in Jaisalmer 

district’s Desert National Park (DNP). 

• Aimed at preserving the GIBs whose 

population has reduced to less than 150 in the 

wild, the breeding project focuses on spatial 

prioritisation, risk characterisation and 

conservation management with the 

endangered species. 
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‘Elevated inflation needs apt policy reply’ 

• Monetary authorities will need to take necessary policy actions to tame inflation as it 

remains above the target range even though it has eased slightly, Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) officials wrote in an article on the ‘State of the Economy’ in the August 

edition of the RBI Bulletin. 

• Observing that global growth prospects had turned gloomier over the month, they said 

the easing of supply chain pressures and the recent ebbing of commodity prices were 

providing some breather from record high inflation. 

• “In India, supply conditions are improving, with the recent monsoon pick-up, strong 

momentum in manufacturing and a rebound in services. The onset of festival season 

should boost consumer demand, including rural, also as sowing activity picks up. 

Robust central government capital outlays are supporting investment activity,” they 

wrote. 

• Stating that this was a decisive point in the inflation trajectory, they stressed that 

“imported inflation pressure points remained the overarching risk, followed by 

pending pass-through of input costs if producers regained pricing power”. 

• Noting that after Q1: 2023-24, the task before the MPC would be to guide inflation to 

its target of 4%, they said this would likely prove even more arduous than slowing 

inflation to a level below 6% and into the tolerance band (of 2-6%). 

Capital flows return 

On a positive note, the officials highlighted the return of capital flows after a hiatus, when 

the appetite of portfolio flows to emerging economies had deteriorated as the dollar 

appreciated in step with the U.S. Federal Reserve’s policy tightening. 

 

Dahi handi gets adventure sports tag in Maharashtra 

• Announcing his government’s decision to accord adventure sport status to Dahi handi 

(in which a human pyramid is formed) Chief Minister Eknath Shinde said that it is just 

like kabaddi, wrestling and kho kho. 

• Dahi handi is an integral part of celebrations in Maharashtra to mark the birth of Lord 

Krishna with clay pots filled with curd strung up at various heights in different 

localities. The event also receives a lot of political backing and cash prizes. 
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• Mr Shinde declared August 19 as a holiday to help people celebrate the festival 

without any restrictions after two years. Speaking in the Assembly, the Chief Minister 

announced group insurance of ₹10 lakh for the youngsters (called Govindas) who form 

the pyramid in case of death, ₹7.5 lakh in case of grievous injury, and ₹5 lakh in case 

of broken limbs. He also said they would get priority in government jobs. 
 

Potentially tasked with protecting the PM, what are Karnataka’s 

Mudhol hounds? 

• Mudhol hounds, a breed of hunting dogs native to north Karnataka, could be inducted 

into the Special Protection Group (SPG), the elite force protecting the Prime Minister 

of India. 

• The dogs already serve with the Indian armed forces and some paramilitary forces and 

could become the first indigenous breed to be part of the SPG.  

• In his Mann ki Baat address in August 2020, the Prime Minister mentioned by name 

several Army and disaster mission dogs, and added words of praise for “very good and 

capable” Indian breeds. “Among the Indian breeds, Mudhol hound and Himachali 

hound are of excellent pedigree,” he said. 

Characteristics of the Mudhol hound 

Known for their hunting and guarding skills, the characteristically lanky Mudhol hounds 

get their name from the erstwhile kingdom of Mudhol (in present-day Bagalkot), whose 

rulers first began to breed them. The dogs are fast runners, with excellent stamina and 

agility, and have a sharp vision and a keen sense of smell. 
 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. India’s gravest socio-economic problem is the difficulty a vast 

majority of citizens have in earning good livelihoods. Discuss 

efficacy of new labour reforms in creating decent work in this 

context.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Great Indian Bustard could be seen in  

a. Desert National Park  

b. Kuno National Park 

c. Kanha National Park 

d. Gir National Park 

 


