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Current Affairs of the Day 
African cheetahs still stuck in transit 

• India’s ambitious project to translocate African cheetahs has missed an unofficial 

deadline of August 15, though sources say the wild cats are likely to arrive here within 

this year. 

• Though agreements have been signed with both South Africa and Namibia, 

administrative delays, as well as the presence of leopards in the cheetahs’ prospective 

destination — the Kuno Palpur forest reserve, Madhya Pradesh — are believed to be 

barriers to their arrival. 

• India’s action plan, a long-term translocation project made public this February, on re-

establishing the cheetah — extinct since 1952 in India — states that a cohort of around 

10-12 young would be imported from Namibia or South Africa as a founder stock 

during the first year. 

• The animals’ lineage and genetic history would be examined to ensure that they are 

not from an excessively inbred stock and were in the ideal, reproductive age group so 

that they constituted a suitable founding population. Around 35 cheetahs would be 

needed over time to establish a sustainable population. 
 

Congress questions Centre over revenue loss of ₹1.84 lakh crore 

• The Congress questioned the Narendra Modi government over the corporate tax cut 

that led to a revenue loss of ₹1.84 lakh crore to the public exchequer as per a report of 

the Parliamentary Committee on Estimates and asked why the middle class was 

charged at a peak tax rate of 30% against 22% for the corporates. 

• The panel said the corporate tax cut of 2019 had resulted in a negative ‘revenue 

impact’ of ₹1.84 lakh crore. 

• Corporate tax is paid on corporate profits after accounting for all expenses. As per 

CMIE, 30,000 companies (5,000 listed and 25,000 unlisted) made a 138% increase in 

net profits in FY21 over FY20. In FY22, listed companies alone made profits that grew 

by 66.2% over FY21.  

• As per the SBI research paper, the corporate tax cut contributed 19% to the top line 

for FY 21. So the corporate tax cut contributed to the increase in corporate profits but 

didn’t raise corporate tax collections. 
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No CAPEX either:  

• The other argument that the money saved on taxes was re-routed as capital expenditure 

was also wrong because in the financial year 2021-22 the capital expenditure grew by 

a mere 2.3%, a six-year low. 

• As per RBI, the corporate tax cut has been utilised by companies in debt servicing, 

build-up of cash balances and other current assets rather than restarting the CAPEX 

cycle. 
 

Super Vasuki’s maiden trial a hit 

• The Railways conducted a 

test run of its longest freight 

train, Super Vasuki, with 

295 loaded wagons carrying 

over 27,000 tonnes of coal, 

on August 15, as part of 

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 

celebrations. 

• The 3.5-km-long freight 

train is the longest and 

heaviest freight train ever 

run by the Railways, the national transporter said. 

• The amount of coal carried by Super Vasuki is enough to fire 3,000 MW of power 

plant for one full day, officials said. This is three times the capacity of existing railway 

rakes (90 cars with 100 tonnes in each) that carry about 9,000 tonnes of coal in one 

journey. 

• The Railways plans to use this arrangement (longer freight trains) more frequently, 

especially to transport coal in peak demand season to prevent fuel shortages of power 

stations, the officials said. 
 

Child mortality has dipped to 35 per 1,000 births: Minister 

• India has taken rapid strides in reducing child mortality since 2014 from 45 per 1,000 

live births to 35 per 1,000 live births in 2019, the govt said.  

• The govt launched the ‘Paalan 1000’ National Campaign and Parenting App. 
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• ‘Paalan 1000’ focuses on the cognitive development of children in the first two years 

of their life. The app will provide practical advice to caregivers on what they can do 

in their everyday routine and will help clear doubts. 

• A baby’s brain development begins during pregnancy and is influenced by the 

pregnant woman’s health, nutrition and environment. 

• The first 1,000 days encompass conception as well as the first two years of a child’s 

life and during this period, the growing child needs the right nutrition, stimulation, 

love and support.  

• The first 1,000 days establish a solid platform for a child’s physical, mental, 

emotional, cognitive and social health. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss benefits and challenges in ethanol blending 

targets of India.  

MCQs 
Q1. The “Paalan 1000” app is developed for 

a. National campaign and parenting 

b. To promote adoption 

c. To promote breastfeeding  

d. To promote inheritance rights for transgenders 

 


