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Current Affairs of the Day 
The conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh 

 

• The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict remains stalemated despite several ceasefire 

agreements. Both Azerbaijan and Armenia claim absolute historic ownership of the 

region which is located within the boundaries of Azerbaijan but populated largely by 

ethnic Armenians.  

• The major issues between the two countries include delimiting the border between 

them, the nature of new transportation corridors in the region, the future of the status 

of Nagorno-Karabakh as well as the transfer of prisoners of war and other detainees. 

• The presence of Russian peacekeeping forces in the region has also become a matter 

of concern as their mandate is yet to be defined. The frustration over the peacekeeping 

forces has intensified due to their inaction in stopping ceasefire violations. 
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‘Fundamental duties key to social transformation’ 

• Chief Justice of India 

(CJI) N.V. Ramana 

said fundamental 

duties in the 

Constitution are not 

merely to serve a 

“pedantic or technical” 

purpose, they are 

meant to guide citizens 

engineer a social 

transformation. 

• “Our Constitution is 

the fundamental 

document which 

regulates the 

relationship between 

the citizens and the 

government. While it 

has granted us 

inalienable rights, it 

places upon us certain 

fundamental duties. 

The fundamental 

duties are not merely 

pedantic or technical. 

They were 

incorporated as the key 

to social 

transformation,” Chief 

Justice Ramana said. 

• Chief Justice Ramana remembered the freedom fighter and Gandhian, Keertiseshulu 

Sri Pingali Venkayya, who “designed the pride and identity of Independent India, our 

National Flag”. 
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Panel moots district-level survey to bring more children into 

adoption ambit 

• In a country with millions of orphans, there are only 2,430 children available for 

adoption while the number of parents desiring to bring home a child is growing 

rapidly.  

• To address this paradox, a Parliamentary panel has recommended district-level 

surveys to proactively identify orphaned and abandoned children. 

• A report recently tabled on “Review of Guardianship and Adoption Laws” in 

Parliament by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances 

and Law and Justice has said, “it is important to get a true picture of a number of 

children who are orphaned/abandoned through a district-level survey and the data 

needs to be updated on a regular basis.” 

• It has been suggested that a monthly meeting chaired by the District Magistrate should 

be held in every district to “ensure that orphan and abandoned children found begging 

in streets are produced before the Child Welfare Committee and are made available 

for adoption at the earliest.” 

• According to the report, there were 27,939 prospective parents registered with the 

Child Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) as of December 2021, up from nearly 

18,000 in 2017. In comparison, though there were a total of 6,996 orphaned, 

abandoned and surrendered children residing in childcare institutions considered 

adoptable, only 2,430 were declared “legally free” for adoption by Child Welfare 

Committees.  

• The waiting time for adoption has increased to three years from one year in the past 

five years. The total number of children adopted in 2021-2022 was only 3,175. 

Experts say the reason there are only 2,430 children found to be legally free for adoption 

in a country with an estimated 3.1 crore orphans (defined in the report as loss of either or 

both parents) according to the 2020 Orphan Report of IHH Humanitarian and Social 

Research Center (INSAMER) is because of the failure to bring more children in need of 

care into the government’s safety net. And that is why they welcome the suggestion for a 

district-level survey, but call for a need to exercise caution. 
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Take five pledges to make India a developed nation by 2047: PM 

 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi set five resolutions for India to become a developed 

country by its 100th year of independence in 2047 as he etched an expansive map for 

national, social, economic and technological progress, touching on issues of gender 

equality, self-dependence, innovation, and the fight against corruption. 

• Speaking from the ramparts of the Red Fort to mark 75 years of Independence, Modi 

spoke of the “panch pran” or five pledges — creating big aspirations such as a 

developed India, uprooting all signs of colonial slavery from mindset and habits, 

exhibiting pride in India’s heritage, safeguarding its unique unity in diversity, and 

focusing on the duties of a citizen. 

• PM underlined the importance of women’s rights and celebrating India’s diverse 

heritage while hitting out at corruption and nepotism in all walks of life, not just 

politics, and hailing the spirit of self-reliance in the defence forces and among common 

people. 

• The PM paid homage to the freedom fighters who fought against British rule, 

including Gandhi, Bhagat Singh, Subhas Chandra Bose and architects of free India 

such as BR Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhai Patel, Ram Manohar Lohia, and 

Syama Prasad Mukherjee, and leaders such as Deen Dayal Upadhyay and VD 

Savarkar. 

• The Prime Minister also said that India was home to great thinkers such as 

Vivekananda, Aurobindo and Rabindranath Tagore, while recalling the immense 

contributions of women freedom fighters — Rani Laxmibai, Jhalkaribai, Chennamma 

and Begum Hazrat Mahal, among others. 

• He recalled the contribution of former prime ministers Lal Bahadur Shastri and Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee, and the slogans they had given — Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Jai Vigyan 
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(hail the soldier, farmer and science) — and said it was time to Jai Anusandhan (hail 

research and innovation) to it. 

• Corruption is eating the country like termites and we have to fight it with full might 

he said. 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss various efforts for the holistic integration of the 

Northeast into the country. Highlight the challenges.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Nagorno-Karabakh is a disputed region in  

a. Central Asia 

b. North Africa 

c. Horn of Africa 

d. Caucasus region 

 


