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Current Affairs of the Day 
Framing a road map for climate goals 

 

• Three months before the world assembles at Sharm El Sheikh in Egypt for the 

Conference of the Parties-27 (COP27), India updated its Nationally Determined 

Contribution (NDC), a set of long-term goals to cut carbon emissions and adapt to 

climate impacts. India last submitted its NDC in 2015. 

• As promised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at COP26 in Glasgow last year, India 

aims to cut the total amount of greenhouse gas emissions emitted for every unit of its 

Gross Domestic Product by 45% from the 2005 level by 2030, and also achieve about 

50% of its cumulative electricity requirement from non-fossil fuel-based energy 

resources by 2030.  

• A third key objective is to focus on a sustainable way of living based on traditions and 

values of conservation and moderation through a movement called Lifestyle for 

Environment.  

Certain omissions: 

• The updated NDC has no sectoral targets and a 2070 net-zero pledge, though the 

government hopes the three steps will move India towards that ambitious long-term 
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goal. This is understandable since India’s development needs have to be taken into 

account while making any climate plan.  

• At a time when the Covid-19-hit world is seeing reduced action on tackling the climate 

crisis, India’s NDC (though lower than the Panchamrits declared at COP26) shows the 

country’s enhanced ambition and puts sustainable development at the centre of climate 

planning.  

• At the same time, the government has reiterated that it is up to the western world to 

remove finance and technology roadblocks, without explicitly linking this with its 

NDC. With this NDC, India has laid out its climate plans; others must now walk the 

talk. 

Glasgow Panchamrit: 

 

 

Data bill: Right call by the govt; 

• The government this week withdrew from Parliament the Personal Data Protection 

Bill, 2019, informing Lok Sabha members that a new “comprehensive framework” 

would be brought in instead.  

• The decision marks yet another pause in the process of drawing up legislation that has 

taken over four years now. A comprehensive draft was first drawn up by the 
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independent committee headed by former Supreme Court judge BN Srikrishna and 

submitted to the government in 2018.  

• The government’s version of the bill was sent to a Joint Committee of Parliament 

(JCP) to examine the issue more closely. The JCP took two years and six extensions 

to submit its report. 

• At each stage, there were issues with the provisions. These contentions were natural 

because the legislation aims to tackle one of the most profound problems today: How 

to protect privacy in the age of information.  

• In the case of the most recent work on the law, these discussions yielded suggestions 

that were far removed from what the Srikrishna version and even the government’s 

approach envisioned.  

• Some of these were, in fact, issues with implications for an increasingly digital 

economy and cyber security. For these to be tackled on their own is sensible.  

• Nations that updated their laws to be in step with today have multiple pieces of 

legislation, such as the European Union’s privacy-focused General Data Protection 

Regulation, its intermediary-focused Digital Services Act, and its mainstay e-

commerce regulation, the Digital Markets Act. India may well need multiple laws, 

as the government has indicated. 

• As technology evolves, so will its applications and the legal doctrines that seek to 

combat the harms and abuses. India has done well to hold wide-ranging stakeholder 

discussions and it is a welcome step that frameworks are not rushed.  

Haste can lead to legitimate concerns being unaddressed. But that the country does not 

yet have even a base law is a problem. The starkness is best captured in the fact that in 

August, it will have been five years since the Supreme Court’s Puttaswamy ruling that 

held privacy to be a fundamental right. It is about time that India creates a statutory 

framework to support that right. 

 

The coal mining protests in the Hasdeo Aranya region 

• Recently in July, the Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly unanimously passed a private 

member resolution urging the Centre to cancel the allocation of all coal mining blocks 

in the ecologically sensitive area of Hasdeo Aranya.   

• Underneath the Hasdeo Aranya is a coalfield that comprises 22 coal blocks. In 2010, 

the Centre categorised Hasdeo Aranya to be a “no-go” zone for mining.  
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• However, only a 

year later, the 

MoEF granted 

clearance for the 

mining. At present, 

of the 22 blocks, 

seven blocks have 

been allotted to 

different 

companies. 

• The resolution 

isn’t expected to 

change the status 

quo. While 

Congress says the 

onus is on the 

Centre to stop 

mining, the BJP 

has been asking the State government to withdraw the clearances it has issued to mine 

developers and operators.  

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) has failed in curbing 

proliferation as it lacks moral leadership for any such effort. 

Critically discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Hasdeo Aranya region is situated in the state of  

a. Chhattisgarh 

b. Odisha 

c. Madhya Pradesh 

d. Rajasthan  

 


